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Wie Great Success which attended the Call 
token first publishedy and a short Account of 
the Author, 

IT may be proper to prefix an account of 4his 
Ijook, given bj Mr. ^flx/«r himself; which wai found in 
his stody after his death, in his own words. 

** I published a short treatise on conversion, entitled, 
A CaU to thi Uneonverted, Tlie occasion of this was my 
inverse wiA Bishop Ushcr^ while I was at London^ who 
approving my method and directions for pcact ofCori' 
Munu^ was importunate with me to write directions suit- 
ed to the various states of Christians, and also against 
particulai* sins : I reverenced the man, but disregarded 
these persuasions, supposing I could do nothing but what 
k done better already : But when he was dead, his words 
went de«per to my mind, and I purposed to obey his 
counsel ; yet so as that to the first sor( of men (the un* 
godly) I thought vehement persuasions meeter than di- 
rections only : and so for such I published this little book, 
which GOD hatli blessed with unexpected success, be- 
' yond all the rest that I have written, except Tfu Saints* 
1* 
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Hat, In a little more than a year, tliere were about 
twenty thousand of tlicm printed by my own consent, and 
about ten tjiousand since, besides many thousands by- 
stolen impressions, which poor men stole for Ibcre sake^ 
Through GOD*s mercy, I have informatioi^ of almost 
•whole households converted by this small l^ook, which I 
set so light by : and as if all this in England^ Scotland and 
Ireland^ were not mercy enough to me, GOD (since I was 
silenced) hath sent it ov^ in his message to many beyond, 
the seas ; for when Mr. Elliot bad printed all the Bib|e 
in the Indicm language, he next translated this my Call to 
the Un9onvtrted^ as he wrote to us here. And yet GOD 
would make some farther use of it ; for Mr. Stoop^ the pas- 
tor of the French Church in London^ being driven hence 
by the displeasure of superiors, was pleased to translate it in 
to French ; I hope it will not be unprofitable t|jere : nor 
iu Germany^ where it is pirinted in Dutch,'*'* 

It may be proper also to mention Dr. BcUes* account of 
the author, and of this useful treatise. In his sermon at Mr. , 
Baxtek.''s funeral, he, thus says: ' His boo)is of practical 
<iivinity have been effectual for wore conversions of sin^ 
iiers to G OD, than any printed in our time ; and while 
the church remains on earth, will be of continual efficacy 
to r€co\tr lofetfcouls. There is a vigorous pulse in thei^, 
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|}iat keeps the reader awake and attentive. His Call (t^ 
the Unconverted^ how Email in bulk, but howpowerftil in 
virtue ! Truth speaks in It, with that authority and effica- 
cy, that it makes the reader to lay his hand upon his 
heart, and find that he has a soul and a conscience, tho^ 
he lived before, as if he had none. He tolcLscme friends, 
that six brothers were converted by reading that Call ; 
and that every week, he received letters of some convert- 
ed by his books.' This he spake with most humble thank- 
fulness, that GOD was pleated to use him as an instru- 
ment for the salvation qf souls. 

8e]f-denial and, contempt of the world, were shining 
graces in him. I never knew any person less indu^ent 
to hunself, and more indifferent to his temporal interest 
His patience was truly Christian ; he was tried by 
many afOictions. We are tender of our reputation ; hii 
DFiue wBf <]bscuf(!d under a cloud of detraction. Many 
KrandsJou^ darts were thrown at him. He was accused, 
for his Faruphtiut upon the J^ew Testament^ and condem- 
ned, unhctrd^ to a prison^ where he remained some 
monUiTi. BuHie was so far from being moved at the un- 
[> righteous; prosecijtion, that he joyfully said to a constant 
tmtidj What tQuld I desire more ofOQDyihan having 
I him H lujj poiexr^ I shoM bt caUcd to suffer fs^ 

I? 
1* 
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His pdcifie spirit was a clear character of his being a 
child of GOD. How ardently he endeavoured to cement 
the breeches amongst us, is publicly known. He said to 
a friend, / can as willingly be a Martyr ffr Ipve^ at far 
any article of the creed. It is strange to astonishment, 
,that those who agree in the substantia] and great points . 
of the reformed reh'gion, and Bie ef different sentiments 
pnly in things not to clear^ nor of that moment as those 
^herein ^ey consent, should be oppotite parties. 

Death reveals the secrets of the hearts ; then words 
^re spoken with most feeling, and least affectation. This 
^excellent saint was the same in his life and death. His last 
hours were spent ip preparing others, and himself to ap- 
pear before Go^. He ssdd to his friends that visited him. 
You come hither to learn to die,I am not the only person that 
must go this way. / can asmre you^ that your whole life^ 
he it ever to longy it little enough to prepare for death. 
Have, a care of t hit vain deceitftU world^ and the luttt of 
ihefleth: Be ture you chute GOD for your portion. 
Heaven for your home^ GOU^t glory for your endy hit 
JVordfor your rute, and then you need never fear but we 
thaU rwet with comfort. 

^ Never was penitent sinner more humble and debasing, 
^ever was a sincere befiever more calnv^and comfortable. 
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He acknowledged himself to %e the vSest dunghill worm 
(it was bis usual expreauon) that ever went to heaven. '' 
lie admired the dirine condescension to man after say- 
ing, ZfOrd^ ii^hat is Man^ tohat am t vile worm to the 
^ great GOD ? many times h^ prayed, GOD be mtrcifal 
to me a tinner^ and biessed GOD, that that was left upon 
record in the Gospel, as an effectual prayer : He said, 
GOD mai/juitly condemn me for the best duty lever did: 
and all iky hope* are from, the free mercy of God in Chritty 
which he d'ten prayed for, 

AAer a slumber, he waked and said, / shall rgstfrom 
my laboW' A minister then present said, Jind your 
Viorkt follow you. To whom he replied, JVb t*ori*, / uriU 
ledve out mrks^ if G Ot) wiU grant me the other. When 
a friend was comforting him with the remembrance of the 
good man jr had received by bis preaching and writings, 
he said, I was but a pen in GbDU hand^ and what praise 
u due to a pen ^ 

His resigned submission to the WiU of GOD, in his 
sharp sic&ness, was eminent. When extremity of pain 
^ constrained hua earnestly to pray to GOD for his release 
I by death, he would check himself: ^ // is not fit for me 
\ to presctibe^"** and said, " When thou wiU^ what iln^u wiU^ 
'■* how Ihou uilty 
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At another time he said. Thai h$ found great cwtftrt 
dndtwettneis in repeating thevords of the Lord's prayer g 
and wof sorry that some good people were prejudiced 
agamtt the we of it f for there were ott neceuary petitions 
for sold and body contained in it. 

At other times he gave excellent counsel to yonng 
mmistersthat visited him, an^ eamestlj prayed to GOD 
to bless their labour, and make them very successfol ia 
converting many soiils to Christ; and expressed great 
j oy, that they ivere of moderdte peaee/vl spurits. 

During (lis siolmess, when the question was asked, how 
he did, his rej^ly #as almost y>eU, His joy was most re- 
markable, when in his own apprebensbns death was 
nearest : And his spiritual joy was at length consummat«f 
in eternal joy. 

Thus lired and died that blessed saint. I have without 
any artificial fiction in words given a sincere short ac« 
count of him. All our fears are below the just ^ief for 
such an invaluable loss. It is the comfort of his friends, 
that he enjoys a blessed reward in hea?en, and |ias left a 
precious remembrance on the earth. 

Now blessed be the gracious GOD, that he was pleas ^ 
ed to prolong the life of his servant, so useful and benefit 
cial to4he worid, to a full age : that he has brought hirt 
slowly and safely to heaven.* 
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^* lAaUetmdyie this aeeouni wiih my 9ten ddibenu^ 
wMi : Ma^ lUvt ikt remainder of my Itfe^ at entirely tif 
iheghry of OOD^ aske Uved ; and vJun I thaU emm * 
to flu period if my Ufe^ may I die in tJu same kUeted 
peaet whtrem he died ; may I he with him tn tlu kingr 
dom iifhgftt and Unefbrever^'* 

I i]nll add, also, Dr. Calamy^i accoant of this Treatise; 
Jhis words are thus : ^ In 1657, Mr. Baxter publbbed, A 
Cazx to TH|ft UxconvERTU) ; a book blessed by GOO 
sritfa marveOons success, in reclaiming persons from theif 
Impieties. Twcio^ thonsand of tliem were printed, and 
^Uspersed in little more than a year. It was translated 
liitb French aad Duieh^ and other European languages : 
and Mn ElUot translated it into the Indian language .* 
and Mr. Cotton Jffaiher, in his life, gires an account of 
an hidian prince, who was so well affected with this 
lioolc, that he sat reading it with tears in his eyes till he 
4ied.' 
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< To all tauanclificd Psrsons thai shall read this Book: 
espceiaUjf of my Hearers in the Borough arid Parish of 
Kederminster, 

ME2f and BnXTH&Eir. 

THE Eternal GOD that made yon for a Life eTerlasting, 
ind bath redeemed jroa bj his^onljr Son, when yon ba4 
lost it, and yonrselves, being mindful of you in your 9in 
and misery, hath indited the. gospel, and sealed it by his 
Sphit, and commanded his ministers to preach it to the 
world, that pardon being freely offered you, and heaven 
being set before you, he might call you off from your 
fleshly pleasures, and from following after this deceitfo] 
world and acquaint you with the life that you were creat* , 
ed and redeemed for, before you are dead and past reme- 
dy. Heaendetb not you prophets or apostles, that re* 
ceive their message by immediate revelation ; but yet he 
calleth you by his ordinary ministers, who are commis- 
sioned by him to preach the same gospel« wliich Christ 
and his Apostles firat delivered. 1'he Lord seeth how 
you foiget him . and your latter end, and how light you 
make of everlasting thing?, as men that understand not 
what they have to do or suffer. He seeth how bold yo^ 
are in sin^ and bow fearless of his threateniiij^s, and how * 
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careless o^your sou!?, and how the works of infdcls are 
in jour lives, while the belief ^ Chrtttians it in jour 
mouths. He seetb the dreadful daj at hand, when jour 
sorrows will begin and jou^ must lament all this with 
firuitless cries in torment and desparati<m ; and then the < 
i^membrance of jour follj will tear joor hearts, if trui 
^nT^rsion now prevent it not. In compassion of jotir 
sinful; miserable souls, the Lord, that better knows jour 
case than jou can know it, hath made it our dutj to 
speak to jou in his name, 2 Cor, t. 19. and to tell jou 
plainlj of jour sin and xniserj, and what will be jour 
end, and how sad a change jou will shortly 'see, if jet 
JOU go on a little longer. Having bought jou at so dear 
a rate as tho Mood ot hh son Jesus Christ, and made jou 
so free and a gene^I" promise of pardon, and grace, and 
everlasting glorj ; he commandeth us to fendel' all this to 
JOU, as the gift of GOD, aiid to entreat jott to conadef 
of the necessitj and worth of what he ofTereth. He eeellv 
and pitieth jou, while joti are drowned in wortdlj cares 
ind pleasures, and eagerlj following childish tojs, and 
virasting that short and precious time for a tfainj^ of nouglit, 
in which jou should make ready for an everlasting life ; 
find therefore he hath commanded us to call after jou, 
and tell jou how jou lose your labour and are about to' 
lose jour souls ; and to tell you, what greater and better 
things you might certaiiily have, if you would hearken (<> 
hjs CaU^ Isa. ly. 1, 2, 9. We believe and obej*the \oice 
of GOD ; and come to jou on bis message, who hath 
chargi:d us to preach, and be itistant with jou In se«soii 
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and opt of seaxon, and io lift up otir voice like a tmmpef, 
and shew yon jonr transgressions and your sins, /w, Iviii. 
1. 2 Tim. iv. 1. 2* Bot alas ! to the grief of our 80ul% 
and your own nndoiog, you stop your ear>, you stiffen 
your necks, you harden your hearts, and send us back to 
GOD with groans, to tell him that we have done his mes* 
sage, but can do no good on you, nor scarcely ggt a sober 
bearing. O that our eyes were as a fountain of tears, 
ihat we might lament our ignorant, careless people, that 
have Christ before them, and pardop, and life, and hcav- 
<en before them, and have not hearts to know an$i value 
Ibem \ that might have Christ, and grace,and glory, as well 
as others, if it were not for their wilful negligence and con- 
tempt ! that the Lord would fill our hearts with more 
compassion to these miserable souls, that we might cast 
ourselves even at their feet, and follow them to their 
houses, and speak to them with our bitter tears : For 
long have we preached to many of them, as in vain : we 
study pladrmeti to make tiiem understand, and many of 
them will not understand us ; we study serious piercing 
words to make them/eef, but they will not feel. If the 
^tattst matters would work with them, we should awake 
them ; if the sweetest things would work, we should en- 
tice them and win their hearts ; if the most dreadful things 
would Work, we should at least affright them from their 
wickedness ; if truth and certainty, would take with 
them, wejshould soon convince them ; if the GOD that 
, made them, and the Christ that bought iheni might br 
« ^ard, the case would soon be altered with them ; if 
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scripfure might be heard, we fibould goon prevail ; if f «»- 
«on, eveu ih€ beat and strongest reason might be heard, 
we should not doubt but we should speedily convince 
them ; if experience might be heard, even their own ex- 
perience, and the experience of all the world, the matter 
would be mended ; yea, if the comcience within them 
mi^ht be heard, the ca«e would be better with them than 
it is. But if nothing can be heard, what then shall we 
i\o for them ? If the dread(\il GOD of heaven be sliglited, 
who tlien shall be regarded ? If the inestimable love and 
blood of a Redeemer be made liglit of, what then shall be 
valued ? If heaven have no desirable glory with them, and 
everlasting joys be nothing worth ; if they can jest at heB^ 
and dance ^bout tlie bottomless pit,and play with the con- 
suming fire, and that when God and man -do warn thf^ 
of it, what shall we do for such souls as these f 

Once more in the name of the GOD of heayen, I shall 
do the message to y«u which he hath commanded ns, and 
leave it in those standing lines to convert y^u or (ondemn 
you ; i<y change you, or rise up in judgment against yoii, 
and to be a witness to your faces, that once you had a 
serifiUf call to turn. Hear all you that are drudges of tlie 
world, and tlie ser\'ants of flesh and Satan ! that spend 
your <^^ys in looking after prosperity on earth, and drown 
your consciences m drinkinc:, and gluttony, and idleness, 
and foolish sports, and know your sin, and yet will sin, 
as if you set GOD at defiance, and bid him to do Jus 
v.or«!t and pparc not I Hearken all you that mimd'ttpt 
COD, and have ;iq heart to holy things, and feel m^^ 
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▼our ia tl^e word or wonhip of tbe Lord, or ji^ thf 
thoughts or mention of eternal life, that are careless of 
your immortal souls, and never bestow one hour in en- 
quiring what case they are in, whether sanctified or un- 
sanctified, and whether you are i^eady to appear before 
the Lord ! Hearken all you that by einning in the light, 
have sinned yourselves into in^delity, and do not believe 
the word of GOD. ^e that hath an hear to hear, let 
him hear the gracious and yet dfeadful call of GOD \ 
His eye is all this while upon you. Your sins are register- 
ed, and you shall surely bear of them all again. GOD 
keepeth the book now ; and he will write it all upon your 
ieonscience with his terrors ; and then you also shall keep 
yourselves : O sinners, that you knew but what you .are 
doing ! and who you are all this while offending ! The 
sun itself is darkness before the glory of that Majesty, 
which you daily abuse, and carelessly provoke. The 
sinning angels were not able to stand before him, but 
were cast down to be toiunented with devils. And dare 
sach siily worms as you so carelessly offend, and set your- 
selves against your Maker ! O that you did but a little 
know what a case that wretched soul is in, that hath en- 
gaged the living GOD against him. The word of his 
. mouth that made thee, can unmake thee ; the frown of 
' his face will cut thee off, and cast tliee out into utter dark- 
Lness. How eager are -the devils to be doing with thee 
! ibat have tempted thee, and do but wait for the woii^ from 
! €Op, to take and use thee as their own ! and then in 
ti JDoment then vnii be m heU. If GOD be against thee^ 
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a]] things are against tbee : this world is but tfay pHsoKi 
for all that thou so lovest it ; thou art but reserved in it 
to tke day of wrath, Job xxi. 30. the judge is coming, thy 
sou) is even going. Tet a little while, and thy friend sha^ 
say of thee, He is dead ; and thou shalt see the things that 
thou now dost despise, and feel that which now thou wilt 
not beHe^. Death will bring such an argument as thou 
canst not answer ; an aigument that shall efieclually con- 
fute thy cavils against the word and ways of GOD, and 
all tfay self-conceited dotages. And then how soon will 
thy mind be changed ? Then be an unbeliever if thou 
canst, stand then to all thy former words, which' thou wast 
wont to utter against a holy and a heavenly life^ Make 
good that cause tken before the Lord, which thou wast 
wont to plead against thy teachers, and against'the people 
that feared GOD. Then stand to thy old opinions, and 
contemptuous Oughts of ihe diligence of the saints ; 
raake ready now thy strongest reasons, and stand up then 
before the judge, and plead like a man for thy fleshly, thy 
worldly, and ungodly life. But know that thou must 
have one to plead with, that will not be outfaced by 
thee ; nor so eanly pVit off as we tiiy fellow creatures. 
O poor soul { ihete is nothing but a slender veil of flesh 
betwixt thee and that amazing sight, which will quickly 
silence thee, and turn thy tone, and make thee of anoth- 
er mind ! As soon as death hath drawn this curtain, thou 
i>halt see that which will quickly leave thee speechless* 
And how quickly will that day and hour come '. When 
thou hast had biit a few more merry hours and but a few 
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Aorfc pleasant draughts and morsels, and a lit^ aK>rd 
«r the honours and riches of tiie world, thj portion* 
will be spent, and thy pleasures ended, and all i.«i 
then gone that thou settest thy heart upon; of all 
that thou soldest thy Saviour and salvation for, there 
is nothing left but the heaty reckonii^. As a thief 
hat sits merrily spending the money m an alehouse 
which he hattr stolen, when men are riding post haste to 
apprehend him, so it it with you* "While you are drown* 
ed in cares to fleshly pleasures, apd making mmy with 
your own shame, death is coming in post haste to seize- 
upon you, and cany your souls to such a place and 
state, as now you little know or think of. Suppdse 
when you were bold and busy in your sin that a m^saeft- 
senger were but coming post fi'om Lond9n to ap^ 
prebend you, and take away your liVea ; though yon 
saw him not, yet if you knew that he was coming, it 
would mar your mirth, and yoA would be thinkhig of the' 
haste he makes, and hearkening when he knocked at 
your door. O that you could but see what haste death 
makes^ though yet he have not overtaken you I No post 
so swift ! No me««enger more sure ! As sure as the sun 
wOl be with you in the mommg, thougb it hath many 
thousands, and hundred thousand miles to go in the night, 
so sure will death be quickly with yoU* and then, where is 
your sport and pleasure ? Then will you jest and brave it 
loot ? then will yon jeer at them that warned you f Then 
'h it better to be a believing saint, or a sensual worid« 
{ng ? •And then whost shall (hut thing* ht that you have 
gathered ? Lvkt tCu 19, 20, 21. Do you not observe 
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i^hi dajrs and w^eks are qaickly gone, and nights anc( 
mornings come apace, and speedily succeed each other ? 
You sleep, but joiir Danmaiion alumbtreth not; you 
Hnger, but your judgment this long time Ungereth not, 
2 Pet ii. 3, 4, 5. to which you were reserved for punish' 
fkent, 2 Pet. ii. 8, 9. O that you were wise to understmid 
this^ sand thai you did consider your Matter end, Deut. 
xxxiL 20. He that hath an hear to hear^ let him. hear 
thecallofOOD in this day of his «aZ^ton. 

O careless sinners, that jou did but know the love that 
yon unthankfully ne^ect, aiid the preciousness of the 
blood of Christ Which you despise I O that you did but 
know the riches of the gospel t O that you did but know, 
a little know the certainty and the glory, and blessedness 
of that everlasting life, which now you will not set your 
hearts upon, nor be persuaded first and di%ent]y to seek. 
Heb. xi. 6. and xfi. 38. Matth. ii. 13. Did you but 
know the endless life witii (xOX) vrhicd you now neglect, 
how quickly would you castaWay your sin, how quickly 
would you change youi; mind and life, your course and^ 
company, and turn the streams of your affections, and lay 
your care another way ! How resolutely would you «coni 
to yield to such temptations as now deceive you, and caWj- 
you away ? Ho^ zealously would you bestir yourselves for 
that most blessed life ? How earnest Would you be wi& 
€K)D in prayer ? How diligent in hearing, and learmi^, 
and enquiring ? How serious in meditating 6n the laws «if 
God ? Psal I 2. How fearful of sinning in thoi]^^ 
word, or deed ? and how careful to please GOD, ani 
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grow in holiness ! O whtt a changed people you would 
be ! And whj should not the certain word of GOD be 
believed by you^ and prevail with you^ which openeth to 
you these glorious aad eternal things > 9- 

Yea, let me tell you, that ieven here oh earth, yoii lit- 
tle know the di&rehce between the life which you re- 
Aise, and ithe life which you chuse. The sanctified are 
conversing with GOD, when you dare scarce think of 
Inm, and when you are conversing but with eaiih and 
flesh. Their conversation is in Heaven, when you are -- 
Utter strangers to it, and your belly is your GOD^ and 
you are minding earthly things, PhiL iii, 18, 19, 20. — 
They are seekii^ after the iace of God, when you seek 
fw nothing highet tiian this worid. They are busily lay- 
ing out fdr an endless life, where they shkll be equal with 
the angels. Luke xt. 36. Wheti you are taken up 
with a shadow, and a transitory thing of nought. How 
low and base is your earthly, fleshly, sinful Hfe, in comr 
parison of the noble, spiritual life of true believers ! Ma- 
ny a time have I looked on such men with grief and pity, 
to see them thidge about the world, and spend their 
lives, and care, and labour, for nothing but a little food 
and raiment, ot a littl^ fading pelf or fieshly pleasures, or 
empty honors, as if they had no higher things to mind. 
What difference is there between the lives of these 
men, atid of the beasts that perish, that spend their time in 
working, eating, and living, but that ihey may live ? 
They taste not of the inward heavenly pleasures which 
believers taste and li^e upon. I had rather have a little 
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of *^eir comfort, which the foreth<nig;ht8 of (tei^hcav^nfy 
nheritance afford them,though 1 had all their acorns and suf- 
fenngs with it, than to have all jrour pleasures and treacher^ 
ous prosperity. I would not have one of your secret gripes 
and pangff of conscience, and dark and dreadful thoughts 
of death eM the life to comeyfor^ that eyer the workl; 
has done for you, of all that you e^n . reaifonably hope, 
that it should do. If I were in your uiusonverted. cari^ 
state, and knew but What I know, and believed but 
what I How believe, methinks my life would be a fore, 
taste ofhell. How oft should t be thinling of the ter- 
rors of the Lord,and of the disnial day that is hastening on. 
Sure, death and hell would be- still before me. I should 
think of them by day, and 4reftm of them by night : I, 
should lie down iu fear, and rise in feaf, and live ii^ fear, 
lest death should come before I were converted. I 
should have small felicity in any thing that I possessed, 
and little pleasure in any company, and IHtlejoy in any 
thing iu the world, as long as I knew myself to be un^er 
iht curse and wfath of GOl^. I should be still afraid of 
hearing that voice, Luke xiiv20, Thou /obI^ thu night 
shall thy soul be required of thee. And that f^rful sen-^ 
fence would be written upon my eonscieuce, Isok, xlviu 
32, and Iviii. 21. There is no psace^ soUh my God^ to 
ihemcked^, O poor sinners I It is a joy fuller life, than 
this that you might live, if you were but teiUinigy but truhj 
tpillmg to hearken to Christy and come home to GOD. 
'('ou might then draw near to GOD, with boldnesSf and^ 
call him your Father^ apd' comfortably trust him with 
your souls and bodies* If you look upon Promiiei^ yo» 
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tt»y f^ujy.TlLey are all mint. If upon tlie Cime, veu 

tnskj %Sif,Fr§m this Jam deUvertd, When ybu read the 

Im%d^ you may «ee what you are saved (rnn ; when you 

^ead the Gospel^ yx>u may see him .that redeemed jovi,' 

.and see the cpur^ of his love, and holy life, and suffer- 

ings, and trace him in his temptations, tears and blood, 

in Ihe work of your Salvation, You may see death 

.conquered, and Heaven opened, .and your resurrection 

iind glorification provided for, in the reburrecion and 

glorification of y^ur Loi^. If you iook on the SairUf^ 

yon may say, 7%ey are my brethren and eompanions. If 

AH the unsanctifie^ ybu may rejoice to think that you 

ar€ saved from that state. If you loo^ upon the heavens, 

^e sun, and moon, and stass innumoratble, you may tliink 

,and say, myjhther'^Jtface is injtniu^ more glorious ; ^lis 

higker mailers Ihathe hath prepavedfor his saitUs, Yondc r 

is hut the oviward court of Heaven, Tfie bUssedneis tfiat 

Ae hath promised me is so much higher^ thatjlesh and 

hlfiod^ionnot behold ii. If you think of the grave, you 

may remember, Ihat theglort/ied spirit^ a living heady and 

a loving fathety have all so £ear a relation to j'our dust, 

ibatit cannot be forgotten or neglected, but wiM more 

4:ertainly revive than the plants and flowers in the spring, 

^cause that the soul is stUl alive^ that is the root of the 

body ; and Christ is alive, that is the root of both. Even 

death, which b the king of fears, may be remembered, 

and entertained with joy ; as being the day of your do 

Jiverance from the remnants of sin and sorrow, and the day 

^hich you b^ieved, and hoped, and waited for, when 
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jon^haU see tbe blessed things which jou had heard o^ 
and Ehall find bj present jojAil experience, what it was 
to choose the better part, and to be a sincere believing 
saint. What say you, sirs ? Is not this a more delight? 
ful life to be assured of salvation, and r^adj to die, than 
to live as the ungodly, that have their hearts orerchargecl 
with surfeiting and drunkenness, and the cares of thif 
life, and so that day coqaes upon them unawares ! Lukie 
xxi. 34, 36. Might you not live a comfortable life, if 
once you were made the heirs of Heaven, and sure to be 
saved when you leave the world! O look about yoii 
then, and think what you do, and cast not away such 
hopes as these for very nothing, Tbe flesh and world can 
give you no such hopes or comforts. • 

And besides all the misery that you t^ii^ tipon your- 
selves, you are the trpublcs of others as long as you are 
unconverted. Tou trouble magistrates to rule you by 
thieir laws. Ton trouble ministers by resisting the light 
and gyidance which they o£Jeryou : Your sin and misery 
is the greatest grief and trouble to them in the world. — 
You trouble the Commonweal^, and draw ^e judgments 
of GOD upon us : ^Tis you that^ most disturb the holy 
peace and order of the Churches, and hinder our union 
and reformation, and are the shaipe and trouble of the 
churches where you intrude, and of the places where 
you are* Ah ! Lord ! How heavy and sad a cajse is this 
that even in England^ where the Gospel doth abound 
bove a ny other nation in the world, where teaching is so 
plam and common,^ and all the helps we can desire are 
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A^ band, when the sword has been hewif^ us, a^d jo^^ 
ment hath run as a fire through the land ; when deliver- 
ances hath relieved us, and so manj admirable mercies 
have engaged us to GOD, and to tiie Gospel, and an ho- 
ly life : That after al) this, our ci^s, and towns andl 
countries shall abound with multitudes of unsanctified 
men^ and swarm with so much sensuality as eveij where 
to our |;rief we see ! One would have thought, that afte^ 
all this light, and all this experience, and all these judg-^ 
mentfi and mercies qf GOD, the people of this nation 
should have joined together as one man to turn to the 
Lord ; and should have come to thehr godl/ teacher, and 
lamented all their former sins, and desired hi/oa to join 
with them in public huiniliation, to confess them openly, 
and beg pardon of them from the Lord, and should have 
craved his instructioo^ for the time to come, and be glad 
to be ruled by tiie spirit vvithin, and the minisiers of. 
Christ without, according to the.word of GOD. One 
would think, tha^ after such reason and scr^'ptune evidence' 
as they hear, and after all H^eBe means and mercies, 
there should not be an ungodly person left amongst us, 
nor a worldling,, nor a drunkard, or a hater of reforma- 
tion, or an enemy to holiness to be found in all o\ir 
towns or countries. If we be not aU agreed about 
fome ceremonies or forms of .government, one would 
tliink tliat before this, we should have been all agreed 
to live a holy and heavenly life i in obedience to GOD, 
liis word, and ministers, and In love and. peace with 

one another. Bat, alas, how far are pur people f^rom 

■ 2* ....•.-. 
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tbit course ! Most of them in moU places do set their 
hearts ^n earthly things, and seek no4jlrtt the kingdom 
efOOD amd the righteousness thereof, but leok at ho- 
liness as a needless thing ; their families are prayerless, 
or else; a few heartless lifeless words mnst serve instead 
of hearty fervent daily prayers [or perhaps only on the 
Xiord^s day in the evening] their children are not 
taught jtSie Imowledge of Christ, and the covenant of 
|;race, npr brought np |n the nnrtare of the Lord^ 
though (hey saiely promised all this in their baptism. 

Tliey instruct not their servant in the matters of , 
salvation^ bn^ ep their work be dooe they care not. 
There are mofe ratling speieches in their families, than 
gracious v^ords that tepd ^o edificatipn* How few are 
the families that fear the I(K>rd3 and enquire at his word 
and ministers how they shoul^ live, and what they 
should do, and are willing to be teught and rulexl, and 
that heartily look after everiasting life ! And th<^e 
few that GOD hath made so happy, are commonly the 
by-word of their neighbours; whei^ we see some live 
In drunkenness, and some in pride and worldliness, and 
most of them have littje care of their salvation, though 
the cause be gross, and past all controversy, yet wil( 
they hardly be convinced of their misery, and nqore 
hardly recovered and reformed : But when w^ have 
done all that we are able to save them from their sms, 
We leave the most of them as we find them. And^^ 
according to the law of GOD, we ca^t them out tf ■ 
^e communion of the church, when they have H^^ 
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Uately rejected all our admonitions, tliejr rage at 
us a* if we were their enemie.s, and their hearts are fill- 
ed with malice against us, and they will sooner set 
themselves against the Lord and his laws, and church 
and ministen, than against their deadly sins. This is 
Ihe doleful case of England ; we have magistrates 
that countenance the ways of godliness ; and an hap- 
py opportunity for unity, and reformation is before us, 
Mid laithfol miaistert long to see the right ordering of 
tiie Church, and of the ordinances of God; but the 
power of sin in our people doth frustrate almost all. 
No where can almost a faithful minister set up the un- 
iqnestionable discipline of Christ, or put back the most 
tcandalous impenitent sinners from the communion of 
^ church, and participation of the sacraments, but 
the most of the people rail at them, and revile them ; 
as if these ignorant careless souls were wiser than their 
teachers, or than GOD himselC And thus in ihe day 
of our visitation, when GOD calls upon us to reform 
bis church, though magistrates seem willing, and faith« 
ful mhiiMers seem wilfing, yet are the multitude of the 
people s^ unwilling, and bath so blinded themselves, 
and hardened their hearts, that even in these days of 
light and grace, they are the obstinate enemies of light 
and grace, and will not be brought by the calls of 
GOD to see their folly, and know what is for their good. 
O that the people ctEnghmd kmwat the least in this 
their day, tht things thai belong unio their peace, h^- 
fire thty art hid from their eyes / Luke xix. 42. 
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Qb, foolish miserable souls ! Gal. iii. who hath bsr 
witched your minds into such madness, and your hcartf 
into such deadness, that you should be such mortal 
enemies to yourselves, and go on so obstinately towards 
damnation, that neither ihe word of GOD, nor the per* 
suasions of men can change yppr minds, or hqld youp 
hands, or stop you till you are pas( remedy ! Well sinr 
ners I tliis life will not las^ always ; this paitience will 
not' wait upon you still. Do tioi tjiink that you shall 
abuse your Maker imd Redeemer, and serye his ene- 
mies, anul debase your souls, and trouble the world^ 
and wron^ the church, and reproach the godly, and 
grieve your teachers, and hinder reformation, and aQ 
this upon free cost. Yon know not yet what this moat 
cost yo% but you must shortly know, when the right- 
eous GOD shall take yoi| in band, who will handle yoi| 
in another manner than the sbarpesf magistrates, or the 
plainest dealing pastors did, unless you preyent the 
everlasting torments by a sound coi^version, and a speedy 
obeying of the call of GQD. fie that haih m hear tijf 
hear^let himhear^ while mercy hath a voice to call. 

One objection I find most common in the months of 
the ungodly, especially of late years j They say, *' We 
can do nothing without GOD, we cannot have grace, 
if GOD will not give it us; and if he will, we shal} 
quickly turn ; if he have not predestinated us, and 
will not turn us ; how can we turn ourselves, or bc} 
saved ; it is^not in him that wiUs, nor in him that rons.^? 
Andthus they think they are exeus^sd. 
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1 have answered this former]^ and in thli bo^ ! bujt 
let me now say this much. 1. Though you cannoit 
Aiure yoiirselref,. you can hart and ^^oison your^lyei. 
''Tis GOD that must sanctify your hearts ; bnt who 
corrupted them? Will you wilfully take poison, be- 
cause you cannot cure yourselves? Methinks you 
.should the more forbear it. You should the more take 
heed of sinning if you cannot mend what sin doth mar. 
2. Though you ci^onot be conTerted without the spec- 
ial grace of GOD, yet you must know that GOD gir- 
-cth l»9 grace in the use of his holy means ' which he 
hvkth appointed to that end ; and common grace m»y 
^«nable you to forbear your gross sinning (as to the out- 
9rard act) and to use thoae means. Can you truly say, 
^hat yon do as much at you are able to do ? Are you 
axot able to ^o by an alehouae door, or to forbear the 
company that hardeneth y-ou in sin ? Are you not able 
$o hear the word, and think of what you heard wh^ 
you come home ? And to consider with yourselves of 
yoiir own condition, and of everlasting things ? Ai^ you 
not able to read good books from day to day, at least on 
the Ix>rd*s day, and to convcrte with those that fear the 
l^ord ? You cannot say that you have done what you 
are able. 3. And therefore you must know that you 
can forfeit'the grace and help of GOD by your wilfpl 
cinnii!^ or negligence, though you cannot without grace 
,(om to GOD. If you will not do what you can, it is 
just with GOD to deny you that grace by which yqii 
jmight do more. 4. And for God^a decrees, you must 
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1|au>ir iSM tibej wparMe not ibe end wd meaai, but 
ti« tbcm toge^ier* GOD never decreed to save anj 
but the emctified, nor to damn any but &e onsanctifi:- 
•d. CkND doth as troty decree whether yonr land 
Una year ihoflbe barren orfrai^l, and just how long 
yon ifai^ live in ihe world, ai he hath decreed wbeth- 
you ihaH be saved or not And yet you would tiunk 
tint man bat a fool (hat would feibear plowing and sowt 
ii^ and say, Jf 00£>have decreed that my ground 
»hdUb$m'£om^ it mU bear^ whether J plow and. sow or 
gr not. If GOV h&ve dttretd that Ishda Are, I sfiaJX 
Uve^ whether I eat or not ; kut if he have not^ it ir 
nottating ^latwiUkeep me tiHve .* Do you know how 
to^flwer Boch a man, or do you Dot? If you do, thei\ 
you know bow to answer yourselves ; for the case it 
alike. GOD^s decree is as preremptory about your, 
bodies as your souh ; if you do not, then try first ^ece. 
#nBclo8ion8 -upon your boti^es, before you ventui-e to^ 
try them on your souls : see first whether GOD will 
keep you alive ^nthout food or raiment, and whether 
he ^1 give you com without tillage and labour, and 
whether he will bring you to your Journey's end,withoul 
your travel or carriage ; and if you speed well in this,^ 
then try whether he will bring you to heaven without 
your difigent use of means, and sit down and say, We 
parniot sanctify oiirselves. 

Well, Sirs, 1 have but three reqaests to you, and I 
have done. - 
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Firtt^ that yon will seriously read orer thii imtn 
^[Veatise; (an^ if you hare such at need it in yoiir&mi- 
Jie8,that you would read it over and over to them; 
^and if those that fear GOD, would go now and then to 
4he ignorant neighbours, and tead this or some other 
J>ook to them of this subject, they might be a means of 
winning of souls.) * If we cannot intreat so small a la- 
bour of men for their own salvation, as to read such 
^hort instructions as these, they set Mttle by themselves, 
and will most justly peiisfa. 

SuwidXy^ when you have read over this book, I 
^ould intreat you to go alone, and ponder a little what 
you have read, and bethink you as in the sight of God, 
whether it be not true, and do not nearly touch your 
jouls,and whetker it be not time to look about you. And 
also intreat you, that you will upon your knees beseeoh 
fb& Lord that he will open your eye|^to understand the 
truth, and turn your hearts io the love of GOD, and, ' 
beg of him all that saving grace Ihat you have so lon| 
jieglected, and follow it on firom day to day, tBl your 
hearts be changed. And withal, that you wHl go to 
your pastors, (that are set over you to tsdce care of the 
iiealth and safety of yo^r souls, as physici^M do for the 
Jiealth of your bodies) and desire them to direct you 
^hat course te take, and acquaint them with your 
jqiiritual estate, that you .may have the benefit of their 
^advice and ministerial help. 

Or if you have not a faithful pastor at home, make u«t 
,^f jOAe other ,in so great a need* 
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Thirty ^ tfhen by reading, coiisiderBtbn,'prajer, and 
Qunisterial advice, yoo are once acqoainjled with your 
sin and misery, with your duty and remedy, delay not, 
but presently forsake your rinfo] company and courses^ 
and turn to GOD, and* obey his call. As you Iot^ 
your souls, take heed that you go not on against so 
loud a call of GOD, and against your own knowledge 
and consciences, lest it go worse with y^u in the day 
of judgment, ^an with Sodom and Gomorrah. En- 
quire of God, as a man that is Willing to know the truth, 
and not to be a wilful cheater of his soul. Search the 
holy Scriptures da^ly^ and see whether th^e things be 
«o or not; try impai^ally whether it he safer to truiCk 
heaven or eatrth, and whether it be better to follow 
QOD or man, the spirit or the flesh, apd better live in 
holmess or sin, (and whether an unsanetified estate be 
safe for yon to a\^de in on^ day longer ;) and wheli 
you have found out which is best, resolve accordingly, 
^make your choice without any more ado. If yoa 
will be true to your own souls, and do not love everlast* 
ing torments, I beseech you as from the Lord, that yoQ 
will but take fhis reasonable advice. Oh, what happy 
towns and countries, and what a happy nation might we 
litve, if we could but persuade our neighbours to agre^ 
to such a necessary motion ! What joyful mfQ would 
mil faithfiil miniiters be, if they could but see their p^ 
pie truly, heavenly and holy ; this would be the unity, 
llie peace, the safety, |he glory of our dhurches ; the 
happiness of our neighbours, and comfort of our soub. 
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Then how comfortablj should we preaeh [pardon and] 
peace and deliver the sacraments which are the seah 
of peace to you ? And with what love and joy might 
we live am<»i^ jrou ? At jow death-bed how boldly 
nugfat wep.oaifort and encourage your de|)arting souls ? 
And at your burial, how comfortably might we leave 
yon in the grave, i;i} expectattojn to meet your souls in 
heave%.axid to see jour .bodies raised to that glory ? 

^utif jstill the mo&t of you will go on in a careless, 
ignoi;an|t, ^fl.eshly, worldly^, or unholy life, an^ all our de- 
tires apd laboi]^r8 cannot so far prevail ^ to If^eop you 
from the wilful 4&mnmg of jourselve^ we must then 
imitate our L^rd who ^elighteth himsjelf in those few 
that are Jewels, ^d iq 4he little flocks that shall r^* 
ceive the kii)gdoui, -^hen jthe pao9,t shall reap the misery 
which they -sowed* Jn Qature excellent things are few. 
The world hath not many suns or mpops. it is bat a lit- 
tle of the earth that is i^oM or silver. I'rinces and no- 
b1e9 are but a small part of the sons of men ; and it is 
no great number that are learned, judicious, or wise, 
here in the world. And t^e)*efore if the gate being 
stnut, and very narrow^ there be buH few that find 
salvation, yet GOD will have his glory and pleasure in 
those few* And when Christ shall come with his mighty 
angels in Naming fire, taking vengeance on them that 
know not OQD, and obey not the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, his coming will be glorified in his saints^ 
^and admired in all true believers, 3 Thest. i.7, S, 9, 10 
*** And for the rest, as GOD the Father vouchsafed to 
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create tbcm, and GOD Ibe Son disdained not to bear 
the penaltj^ ef their sins upon the cross, and did not 
judge such sufferings vain, though he knew ^ that by re- 
fusing the sanctificationsofthe Holy Ghost, they would 
Anally destroy tiiemselves ; so we ihat are his ministers, 
though these be not gatiiered, judge not our labour 
wholly lost, set Jsa, xlix. 5. 

Reader^ I have done with thee, (when. thou hast pe- 
rused this book) but sin'hath not yet done with thee, 
(even those that thou thoughtest l?ad been forgotten 
long ago) and Satan hath not yet 'done with thee, 
(though now he be out of sight) and GOD hath not yet 
done with thee, because thou wilt not be persuaded to 
have done with the deadly reigninjg sin. I have written 
thee this Persuasive, as one tl)at is going into another 
world, where the things are seen, that here I ^ak of : 
And as one that knowest thou must be shortly there thy- 
Felf. As ever thou wilt meet me with comfort before the 
liord that made us ; as ever thou wilt escape the ever- 
lasting plagues prepared for the final ncglectors of sal- 
vation ; and for all that are not ianciljitd by the Holy 
Ohost^ and love not the communion of the saints^ as^ 
members of the holy co/^oZic church : And as ever thou 
hopest to see the face of Christ the judge,and of the Majes- 
f ty of the Fatl]er,wiih peace and comfort,and to be receiv- 
iedinto glory, when thou art turned naked out of this world, 
1 bcFcech tliee, I charge thee to hearstBd obeyihe Call 
nf GOD, aM resolvtdly to turn that ihoumaytttlwt* 
But if thou iriH nf ', even when thou hast no true rca- 
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wpn for it, but beeatu^ fhou wU not ; I fununon thee to 
answer it before the Lo^d^ and require thee there ,to 
t>ear me witneu that I give thee warning, and that thou 
^ast not condenmed for want of a call to twm and 
Hn^ but becauae thou wouldst not bctievt t/, and o6rj/ 
ft : which alio must bt the testimony of, 

'^h'j Serious Monitor, 
-Pec 11, 1(557. 
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CALL TO tat UNCONVERTED. 



SiERMON I. 
EzsK. xxiii. 11. 
Say uint9 them^ at J Uoe^ *aith the Lord GOD^ I have rw 
pUaiuu m the death of the toicked^ but that the uich- 
ed turn from hit way and live. Turn ye, turn ye 
from your coU ways ; for why wiU ye die, O house of 
Israel f 

IT hatfi been ^ astonishing wonder of m^y a 
nan, atwell atf me, to read in the holy Scripture, how 
few wiU be sared ; and that the greatest part even of 
those that ave taUedj will be everlastingly thut oitt of the 
kingdom of heaven, and be tormented with the devils 
m eternal fire. Infidels believe not this when they read 
it, and therefore aaust feel it. Those that do believe it, 
arc forced to cry ont with Paul, Rom. xi. S3. " O the 
depth of the riches both of i)^e wisdom and knowledge 
ef GOD I how unsearchable are his judgments, and his 
ways past finding out P> But natwe itself doth teach 
us all t« lay the blame of evil works upon the doers. 
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astd (ht^fote when we tiee anj heinout (hing iloAd, it 
fmnciple of ji»tice cioth provoke ns to enquire aftef 
4nin that did it, that the evil of the work maj retdm 
the evil of shame upon the author. If we^ saw a liiaB 
killed and cut to pi^ces'bj the waj, we should present* 
fyask, 0/ tvhodid this cruel deed? If the town were, 
wilfully set on fire, jou would ask, what meked wretch 
did this? So when we read that the most will be fire* 
brands of hell forever, we must needs think with our- 
selyes, how comes this to pass ? and #ho is it the fault 
of ? who is it that is so crnel as to be the cause of such 
a thii^ as this ? And w< dan lawt with but ftw that 
w ill own gu31t« Jiif is indeed pdnfe^sed bj a9, that Satan 
h the canse : but that doth ^otresblve the doubt, be* 
eause he is not the principal ck^ose. He detii not /orce 
. men to sm, bqt tempt them to it ; and leaves it to their 
own wills, whether they will do it or npt : He doth not 
carry men to an alehouse, and foroi? opeti their mouths, 
and pour in the drink ; nor doth.be hpld them that they 
cannot go to GOP^s ^rviqe ; nor doth he force their, 
hearts from holy thoughts. It lieth therefore between 
GOD himself, an^ the sinner ; one ofihem must needs 
be the principal cause of all this misery, which ever it 
f9, for there is no other to cast it upon : and GOD dis^ 
claimelh it ; he mU not take it upon himf: And the 
n^icktd diiclaiui it uftu&lty, and tliey wiU not take it 

fupon thtfin^ Aui\ (hit is the conkovefty that is here- 
managed tu my text. 
The Lord complciinutb oOht people ; aad the i^eopfc 
. think t(k the faifU ofGOD^ l^esame controtersy 
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11^ handled) chap, xvlii. where ver. 25, ftkey plainly nyl 
" that the way of the Lord is not equal ;'* and 6O0 
eaith, ^^ it is itheir ways that are not eqnal.^^ So here 
they say, ver. 9- ^^ If our transgressions and our sins 
be upon us, and we pine away in them, how shall we 
then live V^ As if they should sai*, if we must die and 
be miserable^ how can we help it ? As if it were not the 
fault of tbeni, but GOD. But GOD in my text dotfai 
clear hinlself of it, and teUeth them ho# they may help 
it if they will, and persuadeth to use the means ; and if 
th^ will not be persuaded, he lets them know fliat it is 
owing to themselves: and if this will not satisfy them, 
he voW not therefore forbeilr to punish fliem. It is he that 
will be their judge, and He Wi|l judge them according 
to their ways : they are no judges of Mm or themselves, 
as wanting authoriQr, and wisdom, and impartiality. 
Nor is it their cavilling with GOD, that shall serve 
. then' turn, or save them fjopm (he eit^ctrtioii of jilutice, 
which they murmur at. 

The words of this vCrsc contain J. GOD's clearing 
6f himself from the blame of their destruction. This 
he doth hot by disowning his law that the mtktd ihati 
die^ not by dfsowftilig his judgnHenits aiid execution ac- 
cording to that law, or giting them any hope that the 
law shall not be executed, but by profeteiiig that it is 
not their^ death that he takes pleasure in,' but their re- 
/ummgTather, that they may live : And this he con- 
llrmeth to them by his oath. 2* An express exhorta- 
tion to the wicked to return ; wherein GOD doth not 
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tfB]j command, but persuade, and condescend also (o 
reason the ca^e with them, why will they die ? The di- 
rect end of this exhortation is, that they ibay turn and 
live. The secondary or reserved ends upon supposi- 
tion that this is not attained, are these two : First to 
convince them by the means which he used, that it it 
not owing to GOD if they be miserable : Secondly, to 
convince them from their manifest wilfulness in reject- 
ing all his commands and persuasions, that it is the fault 
of themselves ; and they die because they will die. 

The substance of the text doth lie in these c^Merva- 
tions following : 

Docf. 1. his tht imchangeabU law of GOP, that 
wiekedmenmrut tumor die. 

Doct. 2. liisthepromiteofGOD^tkaithemckedihan 
Itve, iftheymUiiut turn. 

Doct. 3i QOD taketh pleasure in menU conversion 
and salvation^ hut not in their death or damnation : 
he had rather thejf UfouUt r^um and k've, than go ozi 
and die, 

Doct 4. Thisisamosttertaiin truih^ %»kieh because 
OODwouid not hav men to question^- he hath con- 
firmed it to them solemnly 5y his oath. 

. Doct, 5. The Lord doth redouble his commands and 
TpttsynsioTis to the %o icM to tunu 
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Doct. 6. The Lord eondescendeih to reason' the eau 
tmth them^ and asktUi the tcicked, why they w%U,dU? 

Doct. 7. If aft£r all tHis^ the mcktd vfiU not turr^ i4 
unot omng to GOD that they perish^ but theij^ 
selves ; their oun wilfulness is the cause of /Aet» 
damnation / they therefore die^ becav^e thfiy wUl 
dis^ 

HaTipg laid the text open before your eyes in these 
plain propOsilioQ3, 1 shall next speak somewtiat of each 
rofthepa in order, thonjjh briefly. 

Doct, 1. Mis the uruhangeahle law of OOD^ that 
^ckedmenmustium ordie. 

If you win believe (50D, believe this ; there is bat 
onfe of tliese two ways for every wicked man, cither 
conversion or damnatioo. * I know the wicked vn]^ . 
liardly be persuaded either of the truth or equity of 
thi«. No wondel if the guilty tjuarrel with the law* ;^ '^ 
. Few men are apt to believe that whicli ^ey woji|fi|g^ 
not have to be true ; and fewer would have thati 
ihie, which they apprehend to be agaii^t theory. 
His not quarrelling with the law, or with the ja 
that will save the malefactor. Believing and r^ 
iDg the law teigKt have prevented his death ; bu 
bying atid accusn^g it, win but hasten it. If iti 
not so, an hundn^l would bring their reasons i 
the law, for one ^hat would bring hu reasoiii 
law. And men woisld ratbei give, th^ rea 
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theif should not be pum&bed, ihtn to hear the coit» 
mands and reasons of their governoure which re- 
quire them to obey. The law was hot made for you 
to judge, but that 3'ou might be ruled and judged by it. 

But if there be any so blind as to venture 'to ques- 
tion either the truth or the ju«!tice of this law of GOD, t 
^aH briefly give you that evidence of both, which me- 
think; should satisfy a reasonable man« 

And first, if you doubt whether this be the word of 
CrOD or not, besides an hundred other iexis^ you may 
be satisfied ^ these few. Mati. xviii. 3. ^' Verily ( 
<ay unto you, except ye be converted, and baijome as 
little children, ye cannot enter into the. kingdom of 
Jieaven." John iii. 3. '* Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, exctpt a man be born again, he cannot see the 
khagdbm of GOD/* 2 Cor. t. 17. '^Ifamanbein 
Chrbt, he it a new creature : old things are past away, 
bohoM aD things are become new.'* Col iii. 9. tO. 
*^ Ye have put off the old man with his deeds, and have 
put on the new man. which is renewed in knowIedg«^ 
after the image of him that created him.** Heb. x\l 14t 
** Without holiness, no man shall see GOD.'* Rom, 
Tiii 8, 9.' *^ So then, they that are in the flesh, can- 
not please GOD. Now if any^man have .not thQ Spirit 
of Christ, he is none of his." Gal vi. 15. " For in 
Oirist Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, 
nor oncireumcision, but a new creajure." 1 ,Pet i. 3. 
. *' According to his abundant grace he hath begotten 
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til again to a livelj bope. Verse 23. " Being bora 
'^in not of corruptible seftd, but of incorruptible, by 
ike word of GOD, which liveth and abideth for ever.^*^ 
1 PeL ii. 1,2, *' Wherefore, laying aside aB malice, 
- imd all guile, and hjpocricies, and envies, and evil- 
fipeakings : as new bom babes desire the sincere nnik 
of the word, that ye may grow thereby;" Psal^ ix, 17. 
^^ The wicked shall be turned into hel], and all the na^ 
lions that foiget GOD." Psat, xi, 5, *>' And the ' 
XiOrd loreth the righteous, but the wicked his sou} 
hateth." 

As I heed not stay to open tliese texti^ wbich are so 
plain, 80 I think I need not add any more of that multi- 
tude which speak the like. If thou be a taian that dost 
believe the word of GOD, here is already enough to 
satisfy thee, that the wioked must be converted or 
<3ondemned, Tou are already brought ro far, that yo^ 
roust either confess tha^ this is true, or say plainfy 
you will not believe the word of GOD. And if once 
you be come to that pass, there is but small hopes- of 
you ; look to yourselves as well as you can, for it is 
)ike, you will not be long, out of heli. You would be 
ready to ily in the face of him that should give yon 
the lye ; and yet dare ypu give the lye to GOD ? But 
if you-tell GOD plainly that you will not believe him, 
blame him not if he never warn you more^ or if he for- 
sake yon and give yon up as hopeless. For to wfeit 
purpose should he warn you, if you will not believe 
him ? Should he s<fnd an angel irom heaven to you^ i^ 
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seemt you WQuld not believe. For an angel can speak 
bnt the word of God ; and if an angel should bring you 
any other gospel, yon are not to receive it, but to hold 
him accursed. Gjd. i. 8. And surely there is no an- 
^i to be believed before the Son of GOD, who came 
Irom the Father to bring us this doctrine. If he be not 
to be believed, then all the angels in heaven are not to 
be beli^Tcd* And if you stand on these terms with 
GOD, I Bhali leave yavi till he deal with you in a more 
convmciDg way. GOD hath a voice that will make 
you hear* I'hough he intredt you to hear the v<^ce | 
uf his gQspel^ he ivilJ make you he^Bir the voice of hif 
^ond^mnjiig sentence, without intri^aty. We cannot 
jDake yoij believe ofiainst your wills ; but GOD will 
makeyoa/fi'i agftinsi jour wills. 

But Jet lii he^r wl]i(t reason you have, why you will 
notbeKcve thia word of GOD, which telli us that the 
irick^d njufit be convert ^d or cmidtmned ? I know your 
reason; it is because that you judge it unlikely that 
0OD should be so unmerciful : you think it cruelty to 
QT) nien eve rJasti ugly for so smali a thing as a sinful 
And this l^iids us up to the second thing^ 
I it to juilrfy the eqiMiy of GrOD in his laws and 

||udgmeut^. 

And iirst, T think yovi will not deny but that it is most 

|.tutt^le to 4n rmmorTat fioal, to be ruled by laws that' 
piomi^ an immortal reward, and threaten an endlesi 

I'jMiiIslimenL Other ivi^e the law would not be suited 

1|» ikt nature of the suliject : who will not be fully ml- 
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ed by any lower means, than the feop«s or fears of eycr- 
)a?ting things : As it is incase of temporal punishment, 
if a law were now made, that the most heinous crimes 
ghaBt be punished with an hundred years captiritj, 
this might be of some efficacy, a« being equal to our 
IfveF. But if there had been no other penalty before 
the flood, when men lired eight or nine hundred years, 
it would not hate been sufficient^ brcflOiC men would 
Icnow that they mijht haye $ry mmj htio tired yeart 
impunity after wajrds.' So it is m nur pr^^sent <;a.ee, 

2. I Fwppose you will confess that tti& promhe of an 
endless and unconceivable glory is not unsintable to- 
the wisdom of GOD, or the ca^e of man. And why 
then should To\i not think so of the tfvreaiinwg of aa 
Endless and unspeakable misery ! 

3. When you find it in the word of GOD Vi^i m ^ 
t.t» and so H'Ctill be, do you think yourselves fit to coti- 
f r^dict this word ? Will you call yoor Maktr to the bar, 
and examine his word upon tJio accusation of Cab^^ 

Miood ? WiD you sit upon him and judge him by (lie 
l^w of your conceits ? Are you wi^ef and better^ and 
righteouser than he ? Mu«t the GOD of heaven come 
to you to learn wisdom ? Musi iufiQile wipdora leafti 
of folly ? and irfinite holiness be corrected by a swinisli 
filnncr,^at cannot keep himseir an hour rkan ? Muft 
the Almighty stand at the bar of a worm > O hon'id 
^rogancy of senseless dust! Shull t^very irmlp, orclod| 
cr dunghill* accuse the 'sun of dfvrkrvess, imd «n'lerl»kf> 
to illuminate t^e world ? W'here were ycm Vrhm ^i% 
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Almighty made these laws, that he did not call joti to 
his counsel ? sure he made them before 700 were bora, 
wiffaont desiring your advice ? and you came into the 
world too late to reverse them : if you could have done 
M) great a work, you should have stcpt out of your 
"nothingness, and-have contradicted Christ when ho was 
on eaHh, or J^loses before him,, or have saved Adam 
and his sinful progeny^rom the threatened death, that 
H> migEit have Imcii 110 need of Christ I And what if 
GOD Milhdrnv \ih patience and sustentation, and let 
jou drop inl'T lifU ivlillc you are quarrelling with -his 
word ? win ji>ii tln^n believe that there is an hell ? 

4i If (-m he such uji evil that it required the death of 
CfiTui for r Is f'xpi^Ljon, no wonder if it deserve otir 
«verksliM^ mi^try. 

5* AttdiiOiL^ H\i ftfthe detHs de^|rvedan endless 
torment, why not i.lsQ the sin of man? ' 

C. Aiut iTietJiJrsk? you should perceive, that it is not 
possible r«>r iht^ bf^t of men, much less for the wicked, 
> be liiff campetenf indges of the desert of sin. Alan, 
';we ore all both blind and partial. You can never 
flaow fiilE^ tht: ric^trt of sin, till you fully know the 
evil of flin ' hni^i yen can never fully know the evil of 
»a, till you fa\W kT^nw, 1. The excellency of the sovl 
whii^h it dcffprmisth : 3. And the excellency of holi- 
ntts^ Mk j-- b it till Ui obliterate : 3. And the reason and 
f s* ^:% '-cy ni' the ^Uvy which it violateth : And 4, the 

*tLit 'jcy <>f llie ^hry which it doth despise. And 5, 
Ur;iK>cc^ry and ofDce of reaam, which it Ueadeth 
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4own : •• No, nor tOl joulmow the infinite exceSencjv 
almigbtiDess, and holiness of that GOD agungt whooi it- 
is committed; When you fuOy know aO these, joo 
shall fully know the desert of mu Besides yoa koow 
that the offender is too partial to judge the law, 
or the proceedings of ti)e judge. We judge by fe^i^y 
which blinds our reason. We see in conmion woridlj 
things, that most men think the cause is right which is 
their own : and that all is wrong that is done against 
them : and let the most wise, or just, impartial friends 
persuade them to the contrary, and it is all In Tain. 
There are few children but think the father unmetcifiil, 
ot dealeth hardly with them, if he whip thein. There 
is scarcely the vilest wretch, but thinketh the churck 
<bth wrong him if they excommunicate him ; nor scarce 
a thief or murdtter that is hanged, but would accose * 
the law and ju^ of cruelty, if that would serve his 
turn. 
* 7. Can you think that an unholy soul isJU for heath'' -i. 
en ? Alas,' they cannot iorc GOD here^ nor do hint; , v- 
any service which he can accept. They are conirafgi yJk- 
to GOD ; they loaih that which he most loveth ; ao^' j£ 
love that which he abhorreth : They are incapable <il^T-5^ 
that imperfect communion with him, which his saints ^^v >^^ ' 
bere partake of. How tbcAi can they live in thatper«r 
feet love of hiin, and full delights, and connnunioni 
him, which is the blessedness of heaven ! You do 1 
accuse yourselves of unmerciliiluess, if yon make^ 
your en^my yovx bosobi counsellor ; and yet \ 
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^laEt&e the absolate Lord, the most wise and gxacious 
Soverei^ of the world, if he condemn the unconTerted 
to perpetual miserj ? 

USE, 

1 beseech yon now, all that love your souls, that in* 
stead of quprelling with GOD and with his word, you 
will presently stoop to it, and use it for yOur good. All 
you tlat cii^ uricou verted in this assembly, take this as 
the undoubtt^d tnith of GOD ; you must ere long be 
etmrerttd or cmidtmned ; there is no other way, but 
fitm (rr dit^ ^Vhtn GOD that cannot lye, hath told 
jon tJiiE ; i:vheD you hear it from the maker and judge 
«f th^ world f it 15 lime for him that hath ears, to hear. 
By thifi time you may see what you have to trust to. 
You we buf dcod and damned men, except you will b« 
convert t^d. Should I tell yon otherwise, I should de* 
ceive joy with n lye. Should I hide thiifrom you, f 
^outd undo ^Gu, and be guilty of your blood, as jthe 
Terfc^ beHore Tuj tf £t assure me i verse 8. Whtnl 
my to tht vricktd^ O utckedman^ thou ihalt surely die ; 
jfth&u deri not tpcak fo warn the mckedfrwn hittoayt^ 
i trickfd man ^h nil die in his iniqvBUy., hut his blood 
1 1 raiuin at tht/ hand. You see then, though this 
f a rou^h unwttlcciuie doctrine, it is such as we must 
^sch, hxid you mmV hear. It is easier to hear of hell 
n/td it- h your necessities did not require it, we 
aid Eiut gall J our tender earQ with truths thM seeiu 
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to kirah and gi«ifio«« Hell would hot bo M fiiS, if 
piople xrete but w^Hng to know their case, and hear 
and think of it. The reason whj co few escape it^ Is, 
because they strive not to enter in at the strait gate of 
oonversion, and to go the narrow way of hofines^ 
Vhile they have time ; and they strive not, becaose 
they be Qot awakened to a lively feeling of the danger 
^ey are in ; and they be not awakened, because they 
are loath to hear or* think of it; and that is partly 
through foolish tenderness aqd carnal self-love, and 
partly because they do not well believe the word that 
jlhreateneth it If you will not thoroughly believe this 
^th, methinks the weight of it should force you to re« 
pember it ; and it should follow yon, and give you no 
rest, till you are converted. If you had but once heard 
this word, by the tuouth of an angel, Tfum mutt b$ 
converted or condemned ; turn or die': would it not 
stick to your mind, and haunt you night and day, so 
that in yoo^ sinning you would remember it, and at 
your labour you wonld remember it, as if the voice 
were still in your cars, turn or die / O happy were your ^ 
souls if it might thus work with you, and never be for* 
l^otten, or let you aJone tiU it have driven home your 
hearts to GOO. But if yop will cast it out by forgetftil: 
pess, or unbelief, how can it work to your conversioit 
and salvation ? But take this with you to your sorrow* ; 
though jo^ may put this out of your miiylSf yon cannoi, ' 
put it out of the Bible ; but ihtft it will stand as a Ml^''' 
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ed truth, which you shall experimetttaBjr kacra: f«t 
«ver that there ig qp other waj but turn w duu 

O what is the matter then that the^hearts of sinner^ 
be not pierced with, such a weighty truth ! A mam 
would think now, that everjt unconyerted seul thai 
hears these words> should be pricked to the hearty aid 
think with themselves, this is m:jf, ptott octse^ and iie\iet 
be quiet till they found themsfelves converfcdk Be- 
Imve itj Sirs, this droupy careless tempar will notf last 
lon^. Cc>D version ^rtd col^demnationare bothoftheia 
^waketiicg iLinp. I cai| foFeteJl it as truly, as if I 
canr It with mj eye. that either grace or hell will short- 
ly hrincj Ihtse ma It en' to the ^i«k, and m^ke you say*^ 
What hare I dom ? What a JaoHeh icichtd teiase 
km£ I taken ? The f^coMifiit and stupid gtate of sinneot 
Will latt but a Ijllle \?i hi]e. As soon a»th^ either Iktm. 
mriit^ the prt^sumptiiouA dKamwiUbe at an end; aid 
tb^ Ihcir witsatid ti^i'lmg Willretnrnt v . 

But 1 fore Fee there are two things that aVe Jike to^ 
liud£n the uncoavertcdf and make me lose all mjla<* 
haoff txce^i th^j c^^n be taken out of the way: and 
ftstiPf the misunderfitandiog of these twa^ words [M« 
wHi^ ^M [lum.] Some will thinkwitb thei^selvt»s^ itt 
Ipie, the M;icktd mu£t htrn or dis ; hut what is- that iOH 
lipef I E^u^iHot wi^kf-rl, though I araa»M»A«r, as alt 
Buen be. Otbei-« will think, kis^ /Wca v^t nita^^'»«vi 
» j§ma ^'ii.r si^U v>mf* j h^ I am/ /urnsct 2a«tf of^ : / 
|# Aipe iAit ir nnf nt^w h da. Aed thilB< whila wiobad) 
i th[nk they art mif tsicftedr bat »r6 alflead^ «*«r^ 
3 « > ■ 
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et?, wc kie aO car labour in permading them U fun. 
1 shall therefof^ before I go any further, tell you 
bere who are meant by the toicked^ and wh9 they be 
that must turn or die ; and al^o what is meant by turn* 
ing^ and who they be that are truly converted : And 
tbis I hare purposely reserved for this place, preferring 
the method that fits my end. 

And here you may observe, that m the sense of tiie text ^ 
a wicked fMn and a converted man^ are contraries. No 
man is a wicked man that is converted, and no man is a 
converted man that is wicked ; so that to be a wicked' 
man, and to be an unconverted man, is all one. Aaft 
therefore in opening one we shall open both. . 

Before I can tell you what either wickedness or i 



«erfton is, I must go to the bottom, and fetch upti^....fL 
matter frpm the beginning. _ .*; I? 

It pleased the great Creator of the world, to i 
tbrte sorts of living creatures. •Angela he made ] 
spirits, without flesh, and therefore he made them < 
for heaven, and not to dwell on earth. Brities} 
made flesh, without immortal souls, and therefore 1 
were made only for earth, and not for heaven. Mm 
•fa middle nature between both, as partaking of li 
flesh and spirit, and therefore he was made betlrj 
earth and heaven ; but as his flesh is made to be 1 
lervant to his spirit, so is he made for earth, but if^ 
passage or way to be&v^n, bnt^his flesh is made f' 
but a servant to his spirit, so is he made^ for earth ; ^ 
as kis pttiage or way U keivcDi ad not that 
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should be his kome er happiness. The blestied Mm 
that man was made for, was to behold t|ie glorious ma- 
jesty of the Lord, and to. praise him among his holj 
angels ; and to love him, and be filled with his love 
for ever. And this was the end that mssi was made 
for, so GOD did give him means that were fitted to thQ 
attaining of it. These means were principally two : 
Fir#/, the right disposition of the mind of man. Set' 
onHyy the right ordering of his life. For the/«^ GOD 
iuited the dispo^ilioti of man unto his end ; giving him 
fuch knowledge of GOD as was fit for his present fitate, 
and an heart inclined to God in holy love. But yet he 
did nQt Juc or confirm him in this condition ; but, 
havmg made bim a free agent, he left him in the hands 
of his own free-will. For the second^ GOD did that 
which beloDgecL to him ; that is, he gave man a per- 
fect law, re quiring him to continue in the love of CfOD, 
andperfectTj to obey him. By the wilful breach eC 
this law, luati did not only forfeit his'^hopes of everlast-* 
]Qg life, but dso turned his heart from GOD, and fixed 
it on these lower fleshly thmgs, and hereby did blot ont 
the spiritual iiaage of GOD from his soul : So that maa 
did both fall ahorC of the glory of GOD, which was hia 
end, and put hJmselTQnt of the way by which he should 
bave atti^tued it ; andti)is both as to the frame of his 
htar/ and of his iifi. The holy inclination, and love 
6f hl^ Eo\i\ to COD, he lost, and instead of it, he con* 
tracted ^n iiiclincitba and love to the pleasing of his 
fkfhi or carnal sdr^ bj earthly things; growing strange 
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io 601>, and acquainted witii the creature : And the 
course of bis fife was salted to the inclination of hxis 
heart ; he lived ib his carnal self, and not to GOD ; he 
sought the creature fbr the pleasing of his flesh, in- 
stead of seekiiigto please the Lord. With this nature 
iortorrupt tiuUnation we are all now bom into the 
World ; for wHo axfi tring a dkah (king out of an tiTi- 
theen ?- Jbb 3dv. 4. As a lion hath a fierce and cruel 
tmtwte^ heCott it doth devour ; an^i as an adder hath m 
Tenomous natxire before she sfing, so ia our in fane j 
we have those sinAd natures or inc£in<i/wj?u bc^fore we 
think, or speak, or do amiss. ^ Aiid hence fipringeth 
Id] theiih t>f ourlites.^ And not onlj so, but when 
€^6© hath of his tnercy provided us a reihedj, even 
the Iiord JesUs' Chrisf to be the Scwiour of our aoeJs 
ind bring usbaekto^ GOD again, ue naturally bv* 
bur present state, and are loath to be brought out of tl^ 
and therefore are set against the means of our recnve«' 
ty : And thougfi ctstom have taught us to thank Chmi 
fbr his good will, yet carnal self per.^uadeth u* fo rfr- 
jbse his remedies, and' to desire to he excused wbeo 
they are commanded to t^e the niediclneii he ofTerethi 
- Irtid'are caflfed'tb forsake' aD, and ftdlow him to (^Olt^^^ 

iSM glo^y. sr\^^| 

I pray yoti, read over this leaf agatn, and marltitf^^B 
^r in these few words, you have a true dcj^mpTioa itf 
^r natural state, and consequently cf a wicked mAD« 
For eVery man thafls in'thfs Itate tif^eomipted naiai«i 
h& wicked mia^ aad in a s^te of death. 
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JPj tjiis also joQ are prepared to .UDderstaadl what i| 
19 tp'be converted^ to which end jou must further 
Iknow, that the mercy of GOD, not williog that mm 
should perish in his sin, provided a remedy by causiD|^ 
|]is Son to take our nature,.- and being in one person 
GOD and man, to become a mediator between GOD 
and man'; and by dying for our sins on the cross, to 
muBom 05 frojo] the curae of GOD, and the power of 
the devil ; and luvirj^ thus redeemed us, the Fa- 
fber hatb delivered u^^ Into bi^ hands oj hU^oupn^ 
Hereupon thf^ Father and the Mediator do make a nevi^ 
l«w and coTenaiit for inan ; not like the £r»t^ whieh 
gave lifc to none but tJic perfectly obedient, and con* 
<Jtmned amn for cvtrj km : But Chrbt hath ma^e a 
Jaw of i^race, or a promise of pardon, and everlasting 
1^ to ^ tJi^t by true i-^^jireDtance, and by faith in Chris^ 
arc c(in?ert£d unCo C^OD. Like an act of oblivion 
which IE m^d^ by i\ prince to a company of rebels, oq 
eondition they will by down their arms and come in 
&nd be loyiiil iubject? for tlie time to come. 

But bec^u^e the Lord knoweth that the heart of Tjpmi 
U ^own so wicked, tiat for all this men will not except 
Ijf the remedy, if they he left to themselves ; therefore 
ilje Holy Gho&t huLh tiiidertaken it as his office,to inspire 
tbe apoitlp, and sea! up the scripture by miracles and 
wondijrs, ixkA Uj iIlummD.te and convjert the souls of the 
Jilect . 

So that-bf tlri,^ much you see that the father, the Son 
^d the Holy Ghost, have each their several works which 
ase^'iuiperEltyaiciibed to them. 

Digitized by Google 



52 



Th^' FaiherU wodn were to create us, to rule us as iu« 

rational creatures, by the law of nature, and judge uf 

thereby ; and in mercy to proTide ps a redeemer, when 

we were lo8t,and to send hit Son, and accept his ransom. 

The works of the Smi for us were these, to ransom' 
and redeem us by his sufferings, and righteousness, to 
give o^t the promise or law of grace, and rule and judge 
the world as their redeemer on terms of grace, and to 
make intercession (or us, that the benefits of his death 
may be communicated ; and to send the Holy Ghoi^ * 4' 
(which the Father abo doeth by tiie Son ;) the woAt' ^4^ 
pf the Holy G^ost for us are these ? to indite the btfip^^; 
scriptures, by inspiring and guiding the prophets 
apostl^ and sealing the word by his miraculous 
and works ; and the illuminating and exciting the o^ 
nary ministers of the gospel, and so enabling themy-i 
helping them to publish word ; a|id that by the^i| 
word illuminating and converting the souls of m^ * 

So that as you «ould not hare been reasonable e 
if the Father had not created you; nor have had 
mccesi to OOD if the iSon had not redeemed you| 
neither can yoa have a part in Chritt or be saved^i 
<$ept the Holy Ohott do taniify you. 
^ So that by this time you may see the several can 
of this work : The Faiher nnieth the .S^on ; the J 
deemeth «s,and maketh the promise of grace ; the] 
ly Ghost inditeth and sealeth this gospel ; the 
are 6ie sef^'etaries of the Spirit to write> it ; the; 
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of the gospel to proclaim it, and persuade i&en to obey 
ft ; and the Holy Ghost doth make their preaching efibc- 
faal, bj opening the hearts of men to ebtertain it ; and 
kll^this to repair the image of GOD upon ^e sou] ; and 
to set the heart upon GOD again, and take it off tlie 
creature, and carnal self, to which it is Tevolted, and 
so to turn the current of the life into an heavenly 
course, which before was earthly ; and all this by ibe 
entertainment of Christ by-feitb, «rbo is the physician of* 
he «3iil» , ' 

By ihts which I hare fnid, jou may «ec what it is to be 
^richd^ and what it k to hi: contttled ; which I thiirfc 
will be yet plainer t<i yt^ti, if i describe them as consis- 
ting of their several parts * ^iid for tj^ie first, a widud 
•man luny be known bj the^ti three things. 

¥if$l<^ He Ifioue th^t placeth hifl thi^ eonttrii on 
e*rlA, nud loveth the creature morethiui GOD, aUd 
lu5 fi^ihly prosperity cibove the heavenly felicity: He 
»avoureth the things of the fle^h, but neither discefneth 
ttor Euvour^tb the things of (he Spirit: Though he will 
«By thnt heaven k better than earlb, yet doth he not 
f cally Bstcem il £o himself 1 if he iiught be sure of earth, 
he v^-oiilil Jet go heaven, aod had rather stay her6, than 
be ftJDovfjcl thither, A life of perfect holiness, in the 
#J|htof GOD, iind m hie lore and praises for ever in 
heaven f doth oolfrnd such liking with his heart, as a life 
tt( hnallh^ and wc^altb} and honour here updn earth. 
Alid thf'jN^h Ljg fah^Iy pro^ij that he loveth GOD 
ib^K ulJ^ yet indeed he never felt the power of divine 
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love within bim but hi9 mind kmore se^ ou th^ wdild 
or fleshly pleasarea, thaa OQ 60I>. ^ 

In a woid, whoever loveth eartti ahove heaven, and 
ileshlj ppospeiity more th«n GOD, m a wicked uncon- 
^rted man. 

On tfie other side a eonvttltd man is inaminated ta 
discern the lotiUintti of GOD ; and so far be! ieveth the 
glory that is to be had with GOD, t|iat his heart is ta- 
ken up to it, and set more upon it, than on any thing 
in 4his world. v „^ 

He^h^d rather. see the face of GOD, and live 'in hfe ^.^'r 
everksti^g love «nd praises, than have i^ the wei^th ->.^ 
or pleasure o( the world. He seeth that all things else :i 
are vanity, and nothmg but GOD can fill the soul ; and ; 
therefore let the world go which way it will, he 1 
up his treasures and hopes in heaven, an(i for that hei 
resolved to let go aH As the 4re doth mount upwitKl^^ 
and the needle that is touched with the load stone i 
turneth to the north, so the coi^verted soul is ineM 
unto GOD. Nothing eke can satisfy him, nor can 
find any content and rest but in his love- 
in a word, all that are converted do esteem and ] 
GOD better than aH the world ; and the heavenly-fell 
city is dearer to them than their flpshly prosperity. 
The proof of wh^ I have said you may find in 1 
places of 6ci4pture. Phil, iii. 18, 21. Mail, vii- ' 
20, 21. Col. fli. 1, 2, 3, 4. Horn. Tiii. 6, 6, ' 
18,23. Psal IXxiii. 25,26. 
Stconiiyy a wiGkc4 juau 10 one that maketb 
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priTuipal business of his Ufa to prosper in the vmfli^ 

and attain his fle&hly end. \ And though he may read 

and hear, and do mctcb in the outward dotiefl ofreh'gion, 

and forbear diegraceful sins, yet this is all but upon the 

bye, and he never makes it the trade and principle bu. 

ainess of his life to please CrOD, and attain everlasting 

glory, but pots off GOD with the leavings of the world, 

■A and gives him no more service than the flesh can spare; 

^H lor he will not p^irt fvith all f6r heaven. 

^H On the contrary, a convtrttd man is one tiiat makes 

^B ittf^e print i pal f:nr^ vmd business of hds l^fe to pleat o 

^H CrODnf ai^d be i^aved^ and takes all the blessings of (his 

^^LlBe aaaccotnuiodiitioas in his jou mey to wards another 

^^t Bi^ and uspth the creatarein subordination unto GOD, 

^^^ ^e lovclh an holy life, and '<a 'geth to be more holy the 

^V^ bath no ^iQ but wimt he hateth, and longetb,' and pray* 

^f elb Btid itrireth to be rid of. The drift and bent of 

bis lite h fcrGOD i and if he sin, it is contrary to the 

veiy bent of hl<f hmyri and life, and therefore he rises 

again, nnJ lament ^Jlh it, and dare not wilfully live in 

any know a sio. There is nothing in this world so dear 

t» hxm^ but he can gl?e it up to GOD, and forsake it for 

LinLp and the hopes cf glory. All this yon may see ia 

CtiL iii. 1, Uv 3>^4, 5. Matt. \'u 20, Sa £uke xviii 

22f S3, 29- AtiAe xiv. 18,24,26, 27. Rom viii 13. 

CfJ. ¥• 24, Luke xii. Sl,&c. 

TJUrdfi/^ ih^ soul of a wicked man did nev^r truly 

» discern and reli^h tlie mystery of redemption, nor 
tkink fully entert:jijri an of&red ^vlcmr, nor is he taken 
up with ihe Jove f^H the Redeemer, nor wilJm^to be 
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ruled bj him as a phyneian of hit toul, that he maj be 
saved from the guilt and power of his sins, and recover- 
ed unto GOD ; but his heart is insensible of this tin- 
fipeakable benefit, and is quite against the healing 
means bj ^'hicfa he should be recovered. Though he 
may be willing to ,be camaUy rdigious^ yet he never 
resigneth up bis soul to Cbrbt, and to ^he motions and 
conduct of his ^vord and Spirit. 

/On the contrary, the converted soul having kU hioH 
iplf undone by sin, and perceiving that he bath last hit 
jl^aOe with GOD, and hopes of heaven, and tb in dfiH'* 
ger of everiastiag misery, doth thankfully entertatn the 
tidings of redemption, and believing in the Lord Jeiui 
as bis only Saviour, resigneth up n» hioiseirto himlbr 
wisdom, righteousne^ sr^^otificalicD, nnd redetniiiion : 
He taketh Christ as the life of bis i^oul, and livettj bf 
kirn, and useth him as a salve for rvi;Tj roto, admiring 
the wisdom and love of GOD in thr& wonderful work ef 
man*8 redemption. In a word, Vhmi doth i^ven dwell 
in his heart by faith, and the lif? that he uow l\vci}i h 
by the faith of the Son of GOD, that be Iialb loved 
liim, and gave himself for him ; yea, it h not lo much 
that he livetb, as Christ in him. For tUe^c see Job h 
11, 13, and iii. 19, 20. Joh|i xv, 2^ 3^ 4. 1 Cor. i. 
20. and ii. 2. 

You see now in plain terms from the wcrd of GOD 
who are the Ivicked, and who are (he converted. Ig* 
norant people think that if a man be no swearer, idor 
cuner, nor ndler, nor dnitt^ard, nor lomicaloT} iHtf f^ 
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tarttener, nor wrong any body in their dealings^ and if 
they come to church, and say their prayers, [receive 
the sacrament, ^nd sometimes extend their hands to the 
relief of the poor, these cannot be unconverted men.] 
Or if a man that hath been guilty of drunkenness, or ( 
swearing, or gannng, or the like vices, do but forbear 
them for the time to come, they think that this is a con- 
verted man. Otliers think, if a man that hath been an 
enemy and s^orner at godliness, do but approve it, 
and join himself with iSiose that are godly, and be hated 
for it by the wicked, as th^ godly are, that this must 
needs be a couTerted man. And some are so foolish 
as to think they are converted, by taking up some ntia 
c^ion. And some think, if they have but been af- 
frighted by the fears of hell, and convictions and tor- 
tures of conscience, and thereupon have purposed and 
I^romised amendment, and taken up a life of civil be« 
haviour, and outward religion, that this must needs be 
' true conversion. And these are the poor deluded souls 
that are like to lose the benefit of all our persuasions ; 
' and when they hear that the wicked must turn or die, 
tbmk that this is not spoken to them, for they are not 
* lacked, but are turned already. And therefpreit is 
^t Christ told some of the rulers of the Jcuds; who 
ivere graver and civiller than the common people, that 
f^ifans and harlots do go into the kingdom of GOD 
^^jfre^ihtm^ Matt. xxi. 31. Not that an harlot or grolf 
"^teiercan be saved without conversion, but because it 
'H^ei^er to mak^ these gross sinners pet«eive their 
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sin aBd misery, and the neceesUy of a chii^e^ y*hei» 
the cTviUer sort delude themselves bj thifikjng that the/ 
are converted already, when they are liot ■" 

O Sirs, conversion is another kind of work than moist 
are aware of : It is not a small matter to bnn|: an eartfai- 
]y mind to heaven, and to shew man the amiable ex- 
cellencies of GOD, till he be tafcen up in such love to 
Jiim, that never can be quenched ! to break the heagrt 
for sin, and to make him fly for refuge unto Christ, and 
thankfully embrace him as the life of his soul ; to hare 
the very drift and beAt of the heart and life to be charg- 
ed, so that a man rehounceti^ that which he took fdr 
felicity, and placeth h]^ felicity where he never did be- 
fore, and liveth ilot to the same ^nd, and dnveth not 
on the same design in the world, as formerly he did': 
In a word, he thsLt is in. Christ' is a new creature : 0I4 
things are past away, behold all things are become 
new, 3 Cor. v. 17. He hath' a new understanding, 4 
new will a»d resoluti«n, new sorrows,/ and desires, and 
love, and delight ; iiew thoughts, hew speecjies, n9# 
company (if possible) and new conversation. Sin thai 
/was before a jestihg matter with him, is now so odioai 
and terrible to him, that he flies from it as from death, 
^he world that wms so lovely in his eyes, doth n6w ap- 
pear Jbut as vanity and vexatioh : GOD that. was be^ 
(ore neglected, is now the only happiness' of his 'soul ; 
before he was forgotten, and every lust preferred befot^ 
him ; but now he is set next the heart, ahd all thbgii 
^mustgive place to him, and the heart Is taken vpltii 
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^e atteadance aiicl obi^ervance ofhini, andii grietcd 
yrhSBi he hidea his hmfi^ aAd nev^r thisks itself well 
without him; Christ lumself, that was woBt to be 
fl]]gfat]y thought of, is now his dtilj hope atid refege, 
and he livetti upon him as OQ his dailj bread ; he can- 
not ptaj Without hiffl, nor rejoiee without hiao, nor 
tbiok^ nor apeiik, nor Uve without himw * HeaVeB itself, 
^ that before w^ lookect upon'but as a t<^ek^ble reserve, 
which he hoped mifht «erve his torn better than hell 
when he could not atnj nny longer in the worid, is now 
taken for his home, the place of his only hope and rest, 
where he ihall &ee, and k>T«, and praise that GOD 
likftt hath hk heart already. jKe0, that before but seem 
but as a bugbear to fnghten iben from sin, doth now 
appear to be a real misery ; that is not to be ventured 
on, nor jested with. The works of holiness, ^hich be- 
fore ho was weary of, and seemed to be moire adp than 
fieedi, are now both bii rec^ation and his boding, 
and the trade that be l^ves upon. The JBibk^ which 
was before to him but ^mostasa common boo]^, is now 
aj the la w of GOD, Eis a letter written^to hiA from heat- 
hs, and subscribed with the name of the £iehial Ma" 
j^tf ■ it ia the rule of his thoughts, and words, and 
deeds ; the oommasds are bhidihg, the tbi%»(s are 
dread ^1, and the pibmUes of it' speak life to the soul. 
The godly, that seemed to him but like other men, are- 
sow the e^cdlcntest and bapptest cm' earth. And the 
^cked, that were his play-feBows, am now hiis griel't 
«ad he that conld kia^b aA their sin. is readier new to 
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tfMip for fheir sin and mtsery, Fsalm xvi. S» and ^v. 4. 
PhiL iii. 18. In short, he hath a new end in his 
thonf^ht&i and a new way in his endeavours, and there* 
fore hU heart and life is new- Before his carnal sel/wm 
hit end ; and his pleasure, and worldly profits, and cred- 
it were his way ; and now GOD and everldsting glory 
is his end ; and Christ, and the Spirit, and word, and 
ordinances, hohnens to GOD, and righteousness and 
mercy to oieir, these are his way. Before, self was the 
chi^fest ruler, to which the matters of GOD and con- 
science must stoop and give place : And now, GOp 
in Christ, by the Spirit, word, and ministry, is that chief 
mler, to whom both self, and all tiie matters of selK^ i' 
must give place. So* that this fs not a change in one 
or two or twenty points, but in the wholfe soul, and tb^>*'. 
very end and bent of the conversation. A man maj^ -'' ^- 
step out of one path into another, and yet have his face \ 
th? same way, and be still going towards the same placet '• ***/' 
But it is Another matter to turn quite back again^and tal^ ,' '^,^ 
hisjoumey the contrary way to a' contrary place. Se|fc»jj^"j^ 
is herCi A man may turn from drunkenness to thr^r . 
nets, ^nd forsake his good fellowship, and other g 
disgraceful sins, and set upon some duties of' relig 
and yet be going still to the same end as before, intei 
ing bis carnal self above aH, and giving it still tbe| 
ernmenf of hit souL But when he is converted, j 
self is denied and taken down^ and G€D is set i 
his face is turned the contrary way ; and be i 

Digitized by VjOOC 



61 



jbre was addicted to Hmself^ and bved i<^ hinuet/[ k 
BOW by sanctification devoted to GOD, and livetfa unto 
GOD. Before, he asked himself what he should do 
with his time, bis parts and his estate, and for hhnself 
he used them ; but now he asketh God what he shall 
do with them, and he useth them for him. Before, he 
would please GOD so far as might stand with,the pleas- 
ure of bis flesh, and carnal se\f^ but not to any grqat 
displeasure of them. But now he wiU please GOD, let 
ilesh and self be never so much displeased. This is the 
freat change that GOD will make upon all that shall 
be saved. 
You can say, that the Holy Ghost is your Sanetifier^ 
■■) but do you know what «a?tc^^a^{on is ? Why, this is 
that I have now opened to you ; and every man and 
i woman in tlie world mu^t have this, or be condemned 

to everl^stiag misery. They mdst turn or rfte. 

\J Do you believe all thb, or do you not ? Surely you 

i dare not say, you'do not ; for it is past doubt or de- 

j; nial. These are not controversies, where one learned 

S ^ pious man is of one mind, and another of another ; 

' •' V where one party saith this, and the other that ; every 

^' [denomination] among us that deserve to be called 

Christians are all agreed in this that I have said ; and 

if you will n0t believe the GOD of truth, and that in a 

fh case where eviry party do believe him, you are utterly 

K'-jjIfcexcusable. 

rif. But if jt>u do believe this, how comes it to pass that 
i-MB Uve 80 quietly in an unconverted t'ate ? Doyo« 
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know diat joa are converted ; and can j&a taii iStik 
wonderful'change upon your squIs ? Have joa been 
thus bom again and made anew ? Be nof tbeae stno^ 
matters to many of you? and sQch as you never Mt 
npon yourselves ? If you cannot tdl the day or week 
of your change, or the Tery aenwon thi^coftwtedyoo, 
yet do you find that the work w done? and such • 
change indeed there is ? and that yon have such hearts 
as are before described? AUsI the aost do foftnv 
their worldly business, and little (rouble iheir min^ . 
with such thoughts I And if they be but lestraiaed ktm \; 
scandalous sins, and can say, I am no whotenumger^ f *j 
nor thitf^ nor cuner^ not $weasrer^ nor iipUr^ kor extw* ■ :* 
iioner^ J go to churchy and say my prayerM, they ^^ 
think that this is true contersion^ and Ihey shall b» 
saved as weU as any. Alas, this is a foolish cheatinf 
of yourselves ; this is too much contempt of an end- 
less gloij, and too gross neglect of your immortal m^. 
' Can you make so light of heaven, and hell ? Tour 
corpses will shortly all He in the dust, and angel* or» 
4eyil» wiU presently seize upon your souls, and every ^ 
man and woman of you all, will shortly be ^ong other*i 
company, end in another case thannowyou aie 5 youi ' 
wiU dwell in those "bouses but a IHtle longer : you wfll^ 
work in your shopa and fields but a little loi^r ; ya ' 
will sit in these seats, and dwell xm this earth but 1 
little longer ; you will see with those eyes, ^and ] 
With those ears, and speak with those tongues buti 
tfe longer ; till the resmrei^tiQa day ; and cm ^ 
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iaake ikdH to forget ti^? O wbat & place will you bo 
sbortly in, of joy or torment ! O wbat a sight will you 
^iiortly see in heaven or hell ! O what thoughts will 
will diortly fflyour hearts with unspeakable delight or 
lK>tror ! What work will you be employed in ? to 
|)raie6 the Jjord with saints and angels, or to cry out in 
ire unquenchable with devils? And ^onld all this be 
feigotten ? And aH this wiQ be endldss, and sesJed up 
by an Unchangeable decree : EniRNITY, ETERNI- 
TY will be the measure of your joys or sorrows : And 
0IU1 this be fbrgotten ? And all this is true, most certani- 
!y true. When you have gone up and down a littie 
longer^ and slept and waked a few times more, you will 
be ftead and gone, and find all true that 1 now tell you. ' 
Asd yet can you now so much forget it i Tou shall 
^en remember that you beard this sermon.^ and that 
ihU day, from this plaetyjou were remembered of Ifaese 
things ; and perceive them matters a thousand time$ 
greater than either you or I could here conceive ; and 
yet shall &ey be now so much forgotten ? 

Beloved friends, if the Lord bad not awakened me 
to believe and lay to heart these things myself, I should 
bave remained in the dark and stljish state, and have 
perished for ever : But if he have truly made me sensi- 
ble of them, it will constrain me to compassionate you 
tti well as myself. If your eyes were so far opened as 
' |& see hell, and you saw your neighbours that were 
mieoilv^rted, dragged thither with hideous cries, though 
tt^y were sueh as you etceor^nied honett people on earth, 
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aad feared no such matter by themselfes ; such a sight 
would make you go home and think of it ; and thmk 
again, and make you warn all about you as that dam* 
ned worldling In Lukt xvi. 28. would have had hb 
jbrethren warned, le^t they come to that place of tor- 
ment Why, faith is a kind of sight ; it is the eye of 
the soul, the evidence of things not seen. If I believe 
GOD, it is next to seeing ; and therefore! beseech you 
excuse me, if I be half as earnest with you about these 
matters, as if I had seen them. Iff must die to mor- 
row, and it were in my power to come again frera 
another world, and tell you what I had seen, would 
you not be willing to hear me ? and would you Qot be- 
lieve and regard what I should teU you ? If I might 
preacl^ one sermon to you after I am dead, and have 
leen what is done in the world to come, would you not 
have me plainly speak the truth, and would yon ^ot 
crowd to hear me ? and would you not lay it to heart i 
But this must not be ; GOD hath kis appointed way 
of teaching you by scfipture and miQisters, and he will 
not humour unbelievers so far as to send meq from the 
dead to them, and alter his established way. If any 
map quarrel with the sun, GOD will not humour him 
1K> far as to set him up a clearer light. Friends, I be* 
feech you regard me now, as you would do if I should 
eome from the dead to you ; for I can give you as fiill 
assurai^ce of the truth of what I say to you, as if I had 
been there, and seen it with my eyes : For it is possible 
for one froin the d^ad tp ^tptivp you ; but Jes^s Cbnal 
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can Beter deceive you. The word of GOD delirered 
Id 8cr^)ture, and sealed up bj the miracles and holy 
wotkiags of the Spirit, can h ^ver deceive you. Believe 
tt», or believe nothing. BtlUve and ebei/ ibk^ or yoa 
joe undone. No w,a8 ever you beKevc the word of GOD, 
cod as ever you care for the salvation of your souls, 
Irt me beg of you this reasonable request, and I be« 
seecb you deny me not ; that you would without any 
a»ore delay, when you are gone from hence, remember 
what you beard, and enter into an earnest search of 
yous hearts, and say to yourselves. It is so indeed ? 
Unfit I be converted or condemned i It is time for me 
€ieB to look about me before I be too late. O why did 
Bot I look after this till now ^ Why did I venturously 
post off so great a business ? Was I awake, or in my 
wits ! O blessed GOD, what a mercy is it tliou didst 
not cut off my life all this while, before I had any cer- 
tain hope of eternal life ? Well, GOD^ forbid that I 
should neglect" this work any longer. What state is 
joy soul in ? Am I converted, or am I not ? Was ever 
such a change or work done upon my soul ? Have I 
been illuminated by the word and Spirit of the Lord, 
to see the odiousness of siu^ the need of a Saviour, the 
love of Christ, and the excellencies of GOD and glory ? 
la my heart broken or humbled within me for my for- 
iner life ? Have I thankfully entertained my Saviour 
and iiord, that offered himself with pardon and life to 
j»y soul ? Do I bate mj former sinful life, and the rem- 
nant of every sin that is ia me ? Do I Sy from them us 
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my deadly enemies ? Do I gire Dp myself to a Bfe of 
boIineM and obedience to GOD ? Do 1 love it and de- 
fight in it ? Can I truly Fay fliat I. am dead to the world 
and carnal self, and that 1 lire for GOD and the glory 
which be hath prmnised ? Hath heaTen more of my e8<«. 
timatioD, and resolotion than earth ? and is GOI> the 
dearest and highest m my soul ? Once, I am sure, I liv- 
ed principally to the world and flesh, and GOD had 
nothing but some heartless services which the worM 
could spare, and which were the leavin^pi of the flesh. 
Is my heart now turned another way ? Have I a new 
design, and a new end, and a new train of boly affec- 
tions ? Have I set my hopes and heart in heaven ? And 
SB it now the scope and dengn, and bent of my heart *^' 
and life, to get well to heaven, and see the glorious face 
of GOD, and live in his everlasfiug love and praise f 
And when I sin, is it against the' habitual baut and de- 
sign of my heart ? And do I com^uer all gross sins, aaH 
am I weary, and willing to be rid of mine infinnitiet t 
This is the state of a converted soul, and thus it 
be with me, or I must perish. Is it thus indeed 
me, or. is it not ? It is time to get this doubt resol 
before the dreadful judge resolve it. I am not si 
stranger to my own heart and life, that I may 
what perceive whether I am thus^ converted qr nol] 
I be not, it will do me no good to fatter my 
false conceits and hopes. I am resolved 
deceive myself^ but to endeavour to know ti 
^n, lyhcther 1 be converted, jwa or nay ; that 
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inay rejoice in it, and glorify my gracious Lord, and 
comfortably go on till I reach the crown : And if I am 
not, I may set myself, to beg and seek after the grace 
that should convert me, and may turn without any 
more delay : For if I find in time, that I am out of the 
way, by the help of Christ I may turn and be recover- 
ed ; but if I stay till either my heart be forsaken of Qod 
in blindness, and hardness, or till I be catched away 
by death ; it is then too late. There is no place for 
repentance and conversion then ; I know it must be 
now or never. 

Shrs, this is my request to you, that you will but take 
your heiarts to task, and thus examine them, till you see 
if it may be, whethef you are converted or not. And 
if you cannot find it out by your o^ endeavours, go to 
your ministers, if they be faithful and experienced men, 
and desire their assistance. The matter is great, let 
■hot bashfulness nor carelessness hinder you, they 
lire set over you to advise you for the saving of your 
souisf ELS phyiiciaiiF advise you for the curing . of 
jour bodies. It undoes many thousands, that they 
tMnk the J afe iu the v^y of salvation, when they 
»re TJ«'!: ; and Ujitikmg they are converted, i^ien 
It is no iuch thrug And then when we call to them to 
tum^ tliey jjo away aa they came, and think that this 
concerns not them : for they are turned already, and 

^iKjpe that they *bail do well enough in the way they arc 
In t M toast if they do pick the fairest path, and avoid 
ibmeoftlie f<iulr>!^t ftpp«;/when alas, all this while, thej 
^li\e but to the v urJd, :ind ilesh, and are etrangen to Grod 
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isd efenial Kfe, aid are qm^ oat of the way to heaT* 
«n. And all iSbk » mudi, because we cannot persoade 
Ijhem to a few serous thoughts of their condition, and 
ipenda few hours in tlie examining of their states. t» 
there not many a self-deceiving wretch that tears me 
tins day, tet never bestowed one hour in all their livea 
io examme their souls, and try whether they are truly 
oonvtrted orjAOjt ? O merciful GOD, that will care for 
aueh wrie^hes that care no more for themselyet, and 
that will dp so much to save them iirom hell, and help 
them to hjeaven, who will do so little for it themselves i 
If aH that aee in the way to b«]], did but know it, they 
jdorst net ooatioue in it. The greatest hope that the 
devil hatli of ^nging you to damnation without a res^ 
cue, is hf keeping y<»u blindfold aad ignorant of your 
state, imd making you believe that you may do well 
eno!^ DS the way that you are in. If you knew that you 
aK out of the way to heaven, and were lost for ever, if 
y^u should die as yofl are ; durst you sleep smother, 
night in the state that yon are in i Durst you live, 
another day in it ? Could you hearty laugh or be mer- 
ry in ?uch a state ? What! and not know but yon may 
be snatched away to hell in an hour! Sure it ^ouTd 
Gons^in yon to forsake jour former company and cour-. 
ses, and to betake yourselves to the way of holiness* 
and the communion of saints : Sure it would drive yoa 
to cry to GOD for a new heart, and to seeklielp of those 
that are fit to counsel you. There is none of you sure. 
thai extra not for being damned. Well then,^ 1 beseeci^ 
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jou presentlj make inquiry into your hearts, and gi^ 
them no rest, till you find opt your condition ; that ifit'«« 
be good, you may rejoice in it, and go on ; and if it be 
bad, you. may presentiy look about you for recovery, 
a9 men that believe they must turn or die. What say 
you Sirs ? Will you resolve and promise, and be at thus 
much labour for yoqr own souls ? Will you fall upon . 
this self-examination when you come home ? Is my re- 
quest unreasonable ? Your consciences know it is not. 
Resolve on it then before you stir, knowing how much 
it concemeth your souls. I beseech you, for the sake,, 
of that GOD that doth command you, at whose bar you 
will shortly all appear, that you will not deny me this 
I'easonable request; for the sake of those souls tha^ 
must turn or die^ I beseech you deny me not ; even but 
to make it your business to understand your own con- 
ditions, and build upon sure ground, and know off or on 
whether you are converted of^no, and venture notyouif 
fpul? en negligent gecpfity. 
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* EzEK. xxxiii. 11. > ^ 

Say t<n/o thtvoy at lUvt smth thi Lord irOlJ^ Il^vt m - 
fkasure in the death %ftht wkkid^ but that the mdb- 
«<{ tumfr^m hit way aind live* Turn ye, twm yefrwn, 
yfiur evU wayt ; for why wiU ye die^ Ohoiue o/Lu^fsl I 

A TRUE description of those who are in a conyert- 
ed state has already been given you: The change, 
which conversion makes in t]^e soul has also been des- 
> cribed ; and tfce request is most earnestly repeated to^ 
you, impartially and thoroughly to consider your con- - 
dition : Rest not satisfied, till you know whether you 
«ie indeed converted. 

But perhaps you will say, what if we should find our- 

^fdvesyet unconverted, what shall we do^then? This 

question leadeth me to my second 4octrine, which will 

^ much -to the answering of it, to which I shall now 

proceed. 

Doct. 2. // if the promite ofOOD^ that the witked 
..thfiXL Ibe^ y^ih^ wiU btU tum ; ut^kigneHy and thw' 

•# 
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The Lord Here profeeseth that thii it is that he iakea 
pleasure in that the wicked turn and Uv$. Heaven is 
made as sure to the converted, as bell is to the uncon- 
Terted. Turn and iive, is as certain a truth as turn or 
die, GOD was not bttmd to provide us a Saviour, nor 
open to us a door of hope, nor call us to repent and torn 
when once we had cast ourselves away bj sin. 

But he hath freely done it to magnify his mercy. 

Sinners, there are none of you shall have cause to go 
home «pd say I preach [despaur] to you. ty)tD$vae 
to shut up the door of mercy against you ? O that you 
would not shut it up against yourselv^ ! Do we use to 
tell you, that GOD will have no mercy on you, though 
you turn and be sanctified ? When did you ever hear a 
preacher say such a word ? You that bark at the preach- 
ers of the gospel, for desiring to keep you out of heK, 
and say that they preach [ despair ;] tell me, if you can 
when did you ever hear any sober man say, that there is 
no hope for you, though you repent and be converted. 
No, it is the contrary that we proclaim from the Lord, 
and whoever is bom again^ and by faith and repentance 
doth become a new creature, shall certainly be saved : 
And so far are we from persuading yon to despair of 
this, that we persuade you not to make any doubt of it. 
It is life, and tiot death, that is the first part of our 
message to you^ our commission is to ofiTer salvation, cer* 
tain salvation, a speedy, glorious,.ever]asting salvation, 
to every one of you ; to ihe]^orttt fr^gg^ar, as well as the 
greatest lord ; to the ieorst of you, even to dniB]iardS| 
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iemdxei^ woYMlings, thieyA, yea, to the despiscts and 
reproachers of the holy way of salvation. We are coni- 
manded by the Lord our master to offer you a pard6n 
for ail that's pagt,iryott will but now at last return and 
five : We are commanded to beseech and intreat you 
to acce)^t the offer and return •» to tell yon what prepa- 
ration is ^ade by Christ, what mercy stays for yon, what 
patience waiteth on you, wh^t thoughts of kindness 
OOD hath towards you, and how happy, how certain 
and unspeakably happy you may be if yon will. We 
hav6 indeed also, a mossage of wrath and death, yea of 
a two-fold wrath and deatli : but neither of them is our 
pimcipal message ; we must tell you of the wrath that 
is on you already,^nd the death that you were bom un* 
der, for the breach of the law of works ; but this is but 
to shew you the need of mercy, and provoke you to 
wieem the grace of the Redeemer. And we tell yoa 
nothing but the tnithH, ^vhich you must know ; for who 
will seek out foTpbjf'ic, that knows not that he is sick ? 
Our tellio^ jou of your ml^arj is not that it makes you 
Sitserable, but driveth you uut to seek for mercy. It is 
yoQthathLiTehrou^htthisideath upon yourselves. We 
tetlyot] dso of ^noilier ^eatb, even remediless, and muc^ 
gteatcf tormeot, that will fdll on those that will not be 
converted. But as this is true, and must be told you, 
»o it ift but the ]ii$l and saddest part of our message. We 
afe firet io offer joii niercj, if you will turn ; and it h 
«nly Ihau that yfjII not lum^nor hear the voice of mer<i/ 
tint we miist far et ell dajn/itititB to. WMl y«a bat cmt 
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awaj your transgfession?, delay no longer, but come 
away at the call of Christ, and be converted, and be- 
come nrw creatures, and we bare not a^ damning wrath 
or death to speak against you. 1 do here, in the name 
of the Lord of life proclaim tov you all that hear me this 
day, to the greatesi^ the oldest tinner, that you may 
ha?e mercy and salvation, if you will but turn. There 
is mercy in GOD, there is sufficiency in the satisfaction 
of Christ, the promise is free and full, and universal ; 
you juay have life if you will but turn. But then at 
you love your ^ula remember what turning it is, the 
scripture speeks of. It is not tamend the eld Aoure, 
but to pull down aU, and build a netr, on Christ, the 
rock and sure foundation. It is not to mend some- 
what in a carnal course of life, but to mortify the Heth 
and the world in a more reformed way, without any 
scandalous, disgrace Ail sins, and with a certain kind of- ^ 
religiousness ; but it is to change your master, &nd your 
works and end, and set your /ace the contrary way, 
and do-all for the life that you never saw« and dedicate 
yourselves and all you have to GOD. This is the 
change that must be made if you live. 

Yourselves are witnesses now that it is Ovation, aild - . 
not damnation, that is the great doctrin 1 preach to 
you, and the first part of my message to you. * - 

Accept of this, and we shall go no further with yon ;, 
for we would not so much as afinght or trouble ypa vdtik / ' 
the name of damnation , without aeoessity. . ^V. 
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Bat if jrou will net be saved, there's no remedy, but 
damnation mast take place ; for there is no middle place 
betirecn the two : you must have either life or death. 

And we are not only to offer yon life, but to shew you 
the groiifids on which we do it, and call you to believe 
that GOD doth mean mdeed as he speaks ; that the 
promise is true, and extendeth conditionally to you as 
well OS others ; and that heaven is no fancy, but a true 
ftlicity- 

If you ask, where i? our commission for this offer? 
Among an hundred texts of scripture, I will shew it you 
in these f(f»w. 

First, yon see it here in my text, and the following 
verses, and in the ISth of Eztk, as plain as can be spo- 
ken. And in 2 Cor.\, 17, 18, 19, 20^ 21. you have the 
very sum of our commission. ** If any man be in Christ, 
he is a new creature ; old things are past away, behold 
all things are become new. And all things are of GOD, 
who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and 
balh given to us the minbtry of reconciliation ; to wit^ 
tfiat GOD was in Christ, reconciling the world unto him- 
self, not imputing their trespasses to them ; and hath 
committed unto us the word of reconciliation : Now 
then we are ambassadors f<^r Christ, as though GOD did 
beseech you by as, we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye 
reconciled unto GOD ; for he hath made him to be sin 
for us, who knew no sin, that we might be made the 
righteousness of GOD in him." SU Mark %\'K 15, 16. 
** Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to ev- 
ery creature. He that believeth" (that is with such a 
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cbftverting failh as is expressed) '^ and is bapiued, shall 
be saved : and he that believeth not^ shaU be damned.^ 
And Lvke xxiv. 46, 47. " Thus it behoved Christ to 
suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day, and timt 
repentance" (which is conversion) " and remission of 
sins, should be preached in his name among all nations. 
And ^cti V. 30, 31. *' The GOD of our fathew 
raised up Jesus whom ye slew and hanged on a tree : him 
. hath QOD exalted with his right hand, to be a Prince 
and a Saviour, to give repentance to Israel, and forgive- 
ness of sins.^* And •^ctt xiiL 38, 39. '^ Be it knowft 
unto you, therefore, men and brethren, that through 
this ntone is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins ; 
and by him all that believe are justified from all things, 
from which ye could not be justified by the law of Jlfo- 
*M." And lest you think this offer is rcstraibed to the 
J$wt^ see Gal. vi. 15. ^^ For in Christ Jesus neither cir- 
cumcision availeth any thing, nor ucnircumcision, but 
a new creature." And Luke xh, 17, Conu^ for aU 
thing*. artfiQW ready ; and ver. 23, JtA^ 

You iKe by this that we are commanded to offer life 
to yoM a//, and to tell you from GOD, that if yon vdll 
?«m, you may lixt. 

Here you may safely trust your souls, for the love of 
GOD is the fountain* of thi^ offer, John iii^ 16. and the 
bloqd of the Son of GOD hath purchased it : The faith- 
tUlness and truth of GOD Is engaged tp make the prom- 
ise good ; miracles have sealed up the truth of it ; 
preachers are ssnt through the world- to proclaio^ it ; 
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the aacraoMiHs are institute^ and used for the eolema 
^eliYery of th^ mercy offered to them that will accept 
it ; aDd the Spirit doth open the h^art to entertain it, 
and is itself the earnett of the full possession : So tt^t 
the truth of it is past controvers j, that the worst of joa 
all, and eyery one of you, if you will but befconrer/crf, 
may be waved* 

Indeed, if you will needs believe that you shall be 
saved ^kout convfrsion, then yon believe a falsehood ; 
and if I should preach that to you, I should preach a 
lye I'This were not to believe GOD, but the devil and 
your own deceitful hearts GOP hath his promise of 
life : GOD's promise is, Return and live. The deviPs 
promise is, Tou shaU Uvt uhelher you turn or noL 
The word of GOD is as I have shewed you. ' Except 
ye be converted, and become as little children, ye can- 
not enter into the kingdom of heaven,' Malt, xviii. S. 

* Except a man be-bom again, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of GOD, Heb, xii The devil's word, is, 

* Tou mayfbe saved without being bom again, and con« 
ferted ; you may do well enough without being holy ; 
GOD doth but frighten you ; he is more merciful than 
to do what he saith : he will be better to you than his 
word.' And alas, the greatest part of the world be- 
lieve this word of the devil before the word of GOD ; 
just as our first sin and misery came into the world, 
CrOD saith to our first parents. If ye eaty ye shall die ,« 
And the devil contradicteth him, and sailh, Ye shall noi 
die. And the woman believed the deviJ^ befdre fSrOQ^ 
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So now theliorcl tailh, turn or die .• And the de^aaitb, 
Yoo shall DQt die, if joa do but cry God have mercj at 
)aat, and give over (he acts of ein when you can prac- 
tise it no longer.^ And this is the word that the world 
belie ires. Oh, heinous wickedness, to believe the dev- 
il before GOD ! 

And yet that is not the worst : but blafphemouslj 
they call this a believing and trusting GOD^ when they 
put him in the shape of Satan, who was a liar from the 
beginning. And when they "believe that the word of - 
GOD is a lye, they call this a trusting GOD^ and say 
they believe in him, and trust on him for salvation. 
Where* did ever GOD say, that the unregenerate, nn- 
oinverted, unsanctified, shall be saved ! Shew such ji 
word in scripture, I challenge 3'on, if you can. Why 
this ii the devil's word, and to believe it is to believe 
the devil, and the siii that is commonly called pretump' 
Hon. And do yon call this a believing and trusting 
GOD f There is every thing in the word of GOD to 
comfort and strengthen the hearts of the sancti^ed ; 
' but not a Wbrd to strengthen the hands of wickedness, 
cor to give men the least hope of being saved, though 
they be never sanctified. 

But if you win turn, and come into the way of oier- 
oy,<he mercy*of the Lord is ready to entertain you. 
Then trust GOD for salvation boldly, for he is engaged 
by his word to save you. He will be a father to non< 
hut his children, and be will save none but those that 
jO^rsake the world, the devil, and the fiesb, and cojne 
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into bis fttmiljr to be members of his Son, and hart 
oommnnion with his saints. But if they will noit come 
iD^ it is the fault of themselves. His doors are open ; 
he keeps none back. He never sent such a message 
as this to any of you ^ It u now too to/e, / wiU not rc' 
ceive thee though thou he converted. He might have 
done so, and done you no wrong : But he did not : he 
doth not to this day : He is still ready to receive you, 
if you are but ready unfeignedly, and with all your 
hearts to turn. And the fullness of this truth will yet 
more appear in the two following doctrines^ which I 
Fhall therefore next proceed to, before I make any fur- 
ther application of this. 

Doct. S^ OOD titketh pleamrt in mcn'^t eonvernon 
tuid talv€Uion^ hut not in their death or damnation : He 
had rather they would turn mtd /ire, than go and die* 

I shall first teach you how to understand this, and 
then clear up the truth of it to you. 

And for the first, you must observe these following 
things. 

!• A simple tpillingnest or comptactncy is the first 
act of the tw7/, following ihe nmpU apprchemsionoiih^ 
understandings before it proceedeth to compare things 
together. But the choosing act of the will is a fbUow 
ing act, 9nd sopposeth t^e comparing practical act of 
the understanding, And these two acts may oflen be 
carried to contrary objects, withouti^ £^ult at all iA 
tjic persoUi 
4'e" . 
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Itf An unfeigned willingness may hare divene de« 
grees. Somt- things I am so far idlling of, at that I will 
do all that ]ieth in my power to accomplish it : And 
»oiDe things I am truly willing ano/^er shouM do, when 
yet I will not do aH that ever I am able to procure it, 
having many reasons to dissuade me therefrom ; (hongh 
yet I will do all that belongs to me to do. 

3. The will of aru/er, asisuch 19 manifested in mdk' 
ing and executing iaws : But the will of a ma», in his 

. simple natural capacity^ or as absolute lord of bis ptcn, 
is manifested in desiring or resolving of«ren/*. 

4. A ruler's will, as |auf-g2fer, is first and principally 
that hhslaios he obeyed^ and not at all that the penalty 
be executed on any, biit only on supposition that they 
tHUnot obey his lavs. But & ruler's will, as judge, 
^upposQf h the law already either kept or broken ; and 
therefore h^ jresolveth on rewards and punishments ac- 
cordingly. 

Having given you those necessary distinctions, I shaD 
next apply them to the case in hand, in these following 
propositions. 

1. It is in the glass of ihe icord and creatures^ that in 
.this life we must know GOD ; and according to the 
nature of man, we ascribe to him understanding and 
iciU^ removing all the imperfections that we can, be« 
cause we are capable of no bigb^r positive conceptiont 
ofhinn. ^ ^ 

2. And on iixe same "grounds we dp (with the scrip- 
tute) distinj^ftli' betwccfn the acts (ff QOXP* mU, ar 
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^ivefsi^eci firom the respects or tbe objects, though as 
GOD'S essence they are all one. 

o. And the boldlier, because that when we speak of 
Christy we have the more ground for it from his human 
nature. 

4. And tiius we say, the simple t&ffiplauncy^ uiUy 
or love of GOD, is to all that is naiyirdUy or morally 
<goody according to ti«e nature and dejgree of itsgoo^nei^. 
And M> he hath {pleasure in the conversion and salva- 
tion of ail, which yet wiU never come to pass. 

5. And GOD, as ruler and law^guer of ^the world, 
bia'th so f^il* & pratrlical will for their salvation, as to 
make them a fyee deed of gift of Gkrist and hfe^ and an 
act of oblivion for all their sin, so be it they will not 
unthankfuUy reject it,- and to command hb messengers 
to offer this gift to all the world, and persuade them to 
accept it. , And so he doth all that as law-giver and 
yromiser belongs to him to do for their salvation. 

6*. But yet he resolveth as lauhgivery that they that 
will not turn, shall die ; And ^SL^judge^ when their day 
of grace;is past, he will execute that decree. 

7. So that he thus unfeignediy willeth the conyet' 
sion of those that will never be converted, but not at 
absolute Lordy with the fullest ejffUacious resolution^ 
libr as a thing wiiich he resolveth shall undoubtedly 
come to p/iss, or would engage all his powers to accom- 
plish. It is in (he power of a prince to set a guard 
upon a murderer, to see (hat he shall not murder and be 
hanged : But if upon ^od reason he forbear this, and 
4d . 
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^ Imt send to bistnljeefi, and warn and infreatthea 
Dot to be murderers ; I hope be may well saj that h«^ 
wobM not have them murder and be hanged : He takes 
no plcifure in it, but rather that tbej forbear and Kta i 
And if he do more for some; upon some special reason, 
he is not bound to do so bj alL The king maj well 
say to an the murderers and felons in the knd, ^ I have 
no pleasure in your death, but rather that you would 
obey my laws and live": but if you will not, I am re- 
solved for all this that you shall die.^ The judge may 
truly say to the ftaef or murderer, ^ Alas, man, I liave 
no delight in thy death : I had rather thou hadst k^ 
the law, and saved thy life ; but seeing thou hast not» 
I must condemn thee, or else I should be unjust^ So, 
though GOD have no pleasure in your damnation, and 
therefore calls upon you to return and toe ; yet he 
hathpSeonirem the demonsiraiion ofhujoimjuttue^ 
and the executing his/atr#; and therefore he is for all 
this fully resolved, thai if you will not beeonverledf jtm 
shall be condemned. If GOD were so much against 
the death of theifricked, as that he were resolved to do 
all that he can to hinder it, then no man should be con- 
demned : whereas Christ telleth you,, that few wiH be 
saved. But so /or, GOB is against your damnation, ^ 
that he will teach you and warn you, and set before 
you life and death, and offer you your choice, and com- 
mand bis ministers *o intreat you not to damn your- 
selves, but aceept his loercy, and soieave you wittiont 
^XfStfiBU Bat irt3:i2t will Mtd^^ and ifttili yon bg^ 
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G«nvfirted, he professeih to you, he is resolved of your. 
damnation, and hath 'Commanded us to say to youja 
his name, Ter. 18. O inched many thou shali twrel^ 
die ! And Christ hath little less than sworn it over and 
over with a Ftrilify verily^ except yt he converitd and 
bcmagainyjfe cannot enter into the Hngd&m of heaven^ 
Matt xviiil 3. John iii. 3. Mark that he saith, you 
cannot. It is in vam to hope for it, and in vain to 
dream that GOD is willing of it : for it is a thing that 
Cunnot be. 

In a word, you see then the meaning of the text, that 
GOD, the great law-giver of the world doth take bo 
pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that 
they turn and Jive ; though yet he be i-esolved that 
none shall live but those that turn, and as hjttdge^ even 
delightetli in jofflce, and manifesting his hatred of sin, 
though not in their misery which they have brought 
upon themselves in itself considered. 

% And for the proofs of the, point, I shall be very 
brief in them, because I suppose you easily believe it 
already.' 

1. The very gracious nature of GOD proclaimed, 
Exod. xxxir. 6. xx. 6. and frequently elsewhere may 
assure yon of this, that he bath no pleasure in your 
death. 

2. If GOD ban more pkiisnre in (hy death than in 
thy conversion and ]il>, he would not have so frequent- 
ly, commanded thee m hU v/ord to turn ; he would not 
have made thee such fforiihcn OjBJ'c ; if thou wiTt but 

4b 

Digitized by Google ^ 



u- 



i 



tarn he would notiiare persuaded thee to it by so maoj 
feasona. The tienorof ti8 gosi- 1 proveth the point. 

3. And his oommisnon that he hath given to the 
ministers of his gospel, doth fully prove it. If GOD 
imd taken more pleasure m thy damnation, than in thy 
conversion and salvation, he would never have charged 
us to offer you mercy, aud teach you the way of life, 
both publickly and privately, and to intreat and be- 
seech y oil to turn and live ; to acquaint you with your , 
sins ; and foretel you. ofy<\ur danger, and to do all that 
possibly we can for your conversion, and to continue 
patiently so doing, though you should hate or abuse us 
for oiu" pains. Would €rOD have done this, and ap- 
pointed his ordinances for your good, if he had taken 
pleasure in y^ 4eathf 

4. It is proved also by the cawrse of his providences. 
If GOD had rather you were damned, than converted 
and saved, he would not second his word with his 
works, and inticeyou by his daily kindness to himself, 
and give you all tl^e mercies of this life, which ?ire his 
means to lead you to repentance, Rom. ii. 4. and bring 
you so often under his rod, to force you into your wits. 
He would not set so m^any examples before your eye?, 
no, nor wait, on you so patiently ns he doth, from day 
to day, and year to year. These arc not signs of one 
that taketh pleasure in your death. IT tliis had been 
J)is delight, how eat^iiy could he have had thc:e long ago 
in hell r How often before this, could he have catcbed 
thee away in the midst of thy sins,\vilh a curse, or 
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^atb,of Ije in thy mcfcth, in thy ignorance and pride, 
and sensuality ? When thou wast last in Usy dranken- 
nees, or last deriding the ways of GOD, how ea^ity 
could he have stopt thy breatli, and tamed thee with 
))is plagues, and Inade thee sober in another world ! 
Alas, how small a matter is it for the Almighty to rok 
Ihe tongue of th^ profanest railer, and tie the hands of 
the most Isalicious persecutor, or calm the fury of the 
'bitterest-of his enemies, and mdke them know that they 
^re but' worms? If he should but frown upon thee, thou 
wouldst drop into the grave. If he gave connmssion ^ 
to one of his angels to go and destroy ten thousand sin- 
aers, how quickly would itbe done I How easily can he 
lay thee upon the bed of languishing, and make lh«e 
lie roaring there in pain, and make thee eat the words of 
reproach which thou hast spoken against his servant*, 
bis word, his worship, and %iis holy ways, at)d make 
Ihee send to beg their prayers whom thou didst deVpL^e 
in thy presumption. How easily can he lay that flesh 
under gripes and groans, and make it too weak to hold 
thy soul, and make it more loathsome than the dung of 
the earth ? That flesh which now mtist»fiaire what it 
loves, and must not be displeased, and mvst be humor- 
ed in meats and dnnk, «nd cloitths, whatever GOD 
Tfay to the contraiy ; how quickly would the frowns of 
GOD consume it ? When thou wast passionately de- 
fending thy sifi, and quarrelling with them that would 
have drawn thee from it, and jshewing thy spleen 
i^gainst the reprover, and pleadhig for the works of 
4 » ' . 
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(3&rkneM ; how eanlj (X>uM God haTe snatclied ftee si" 
way in a moment, and set thee before Ins dreadfu] majes- 
ty where thou sboiSIdst see ten thousand times ten tboas- 
an^ofglorioas angels waiting on his throne? and have 
caKed thee there to plead thy cause, and asked thee, 
What hait thou oow io say against thy Creator,^ h» 
truth, his serrants, or his holy ways ? Now plead thy 
cau^e, and mak^ the best of it thou canst Now what 
canotthou say in exouse of thy sins f Now give an ac- 
count of thy worldlidess and fleshly life, of thy time, of 
all the mercies then hast had. O how thy stubbcmi 
heart would have melted, and thy proud looks be ta- 
ken down, and thy countenance turned pale, and thy 
6tout words changed into speechtess silence, or dread- 
Ail cries, if GOD had but set thee thus at his bar, and 
pleaded his own cause with thee, which thou hast so 
maliciously pleaded against How easily can he at any 
time «ay to thy guilty soul. Come tmay^ and Uve in 
thai flesh no more tiU the reMurrection^ and it cannot 
resist. A word of his mouth would take off the poise 
of thy present life, and then all thy parts and powers 
would stand stUl : And if he say unto thee. Live no - 
longer^ or live in hell; thou couldst not disobey. 

Cut GUD hath not yet ddk)eiione of this, btit hath * 
patiently forb6m thee, and mercifully upheld thee, and - 
given thee that breath which thou did breathe out .^ 
against him, and given those mercies which thou didst 
sacrifice to thy flesh, and afforded thee that provi^m* *. . . 
which fhoa spcntest t« satisfy thy greedy throat ;lk t f 
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gave thee every miDute of that "Which thou didat waste 
in idleness, or drunkenness, or worldlinegs : And dolh 
not all his patience and mefcy shew that he desiretb 
not thy damnation? Can the candle burn without 
the oil? Can your houses stand without the earth (o 
bear them ? As well can you live one hour without the 
support of GOD, And why did he so long support 
thyb'fe, but to see when thou wouldst bethink tliec of 
the folly of thy ways, and return and live. M'iil any 
man purposely put arms into his enemies hands to re- 
sist him ? or hold a candle to a murderer that is killing 
his children, or to an idle servant that plays or sleeps 
the while ? Surely it is to see whether thou wih at ja5t 
return ar d live, that GOD hath so long waited on thee, 
5. It is further proved by iht sufferings of his Souj 
that God taketh no pleasureitf the death of the wick- 
ed. Would heiiave ransomed them from death at sq 
dear a rate ? Would he have astonished angels and men 
by his condcLcension ? Would GOD have dwelt in 
flesh, and haVe come in the form of a servant, and have 
assumed humanity into one person with the Godhead ? 
And would Christ have lived a life of suffering, and 
died a cursed death for sinners;, if he had rather 
taken pleasure in their death I Suppose you saw him 
but so busy in preaching and healing of them as you 
find him in Mark iii. SI* or so long in fasting, as in 
Matt iv, or all tight hi prayer, as in Luke vi. 12. or 
praying, with ^e drops of blood trickKiig from him id- 
stpad of sweat, as Luke xziL 44. or ^fferipg a cursed 
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ftenth upon the crosf^ and pouring out his soul as a 5ao 
lifice for our sins : Would you have thought these the 
signs of one that defightetb in the death of the wicked ? 
And think not to extenuate it by saying, that is was 
only for his elect : For it was tkif sin, and the sin of aH 
the world, that lay upon our Redeemer ; and his sac- 
rifice and satisfaction is sufficient for all, and the fruits 
of it are offered to one as well as another : but jt is true, 
that it was never the intent of his mind to pardon and 
save any that would not by faith and repentance be 
converted. If j'ou had seen and heard him weeping- 
and bemoaning the state of disobedient, impenitent peo- 
ple, Luke xix. 41, 42. or complaining of their stubborn- 
ness, ^s Matt, xxiii. S7. " O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
feow oft would I have gathered thy children together, 
c\en as a hen galhereth Iler chickens under her wings, 
and ye would npt?'* Or if you had seen and beard him 
on tlie cross, praying for his persecutors. Father^ for' 
girce llum^for they know not what they do^ would 
you have suspected that be had delighted in the death 
of the wicked, even of those that perish by iheir wilful 
unbelief ? When GOD hath so loved, (not only loved, 
but *• loved) the world, as to give his only begottea 
ISon, that whosoever believeth in him, by an (effectual 
faith) should not pensh, but have everlasting li/e ; I 
think he ^hath hereby proved against the malice of men 
and devils, that ^e takes no pleasure in the death of 
the wick#d| but had rather that they would turn an^ 
live. 
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6. Lastly, if a)] this will not yet wtisfy yow, takfe 
. kk own tfor(2, that knowest best hit own iiiiDd, or at . 
1«aU beiie?e hia oath : But thiE leadeth me up ^o the 
fourth doctrine* 

Doct. 4. The Lard hath confirmed to w by A:> 
oaih^ that hi hath no pleasure in the death o/lJte wick' 
«(f, but rather that he turn and live : that he niay ledve 
manno pretence to guettion the trulh'ofit» 

If you dare question h»» word, I hope you dare not 
question his oath. As Christ hath solemnly protested 
that the unregenerate and unconverted cannot enter 
into the kingdom of heaven, Matt, xviii. 3, John iii. S, 
8o GOD hath »wora'that his pleasure is not in theii 
death, but in their conversion and life. And as the . 
apostle saith, Heb* vi. 13, 16, 17, 18. ^ Because h^ 
can swear by no greater than himself,' he saith, *• As I 
live,' Sec. ' For men verily swear by the/ greater, and 
an oath for confirmation is to them an end of strife : 
wherein GOD will||g more abundantly to shew unto 
the heirs of promise, the immutability of his coOhse], 
confirmed it by an oath, that by two immutable things, 
in which it was impossible for-GOD to lye, we niight 
have a strong consolation, who have fied for refuge to 
lay hold on the hope set before us ; which we have as 
an anchor of th€ soul both sure and stedfast.' If there 
be any man that cannot reconcile Hm truth with the 
doctrine of predestination, or the actual damnation of 
ihe wid&ed, tbi&t is h|i owa ignoraircB ; lie hath nd pre * 
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tence left (o deny or question therefore, the trtfli o« 
the point' ID hand : for this is confirmed by the oath oi 
GOD, and therefore must not be distorted, to reduce 
it to other points : but doubtful points must rather be ^ 
believed to agree with it, and certain truths must be be- 
lieved to agree it, though our shallow brains do hairdly 
discern the agreement. 

USE. ' 

I do now intreat thee, if thou be an unconverted 
simier that hearest these words, that thou wouldst pon- 
der a little upon the fore mentioned doctrines, and be- 
think thyself a while, who it is that takes pleasure id 
thy sin and damnation ? Certainly, it is not GOD : he 
hath ^worn for his part, that he takes no pleasure m it. 
And I know it is not the pleashog of him that you intend 
in it. You dare not say, that you drink and swear, 
and neglect holy duties, and quench the motions of the 
f^pirit, to please GOD. That were asifjtouwoi^ 
Teproach the prince, and break Ip laws, and seek hia 
death, and say, you did all this to p]ea«e him. 

Who is it then that takes pleasure in your sins and 
death ? Not any that bear the image of GOD, for they 
must be like minded to him. GOD knows it is small 
pleasure to ybur faithful teachers to sec you serve your 
deadly enemies, and madly venture 3rbur eternal state, 
and wilfully run iiUo the flumes of hell. It is small 
pleasure to them to see upon your souls (in the sad ef- 
fects) such blindness and hardheartediiess, and car«.- 
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lessoeis, and presumption ; such wilfulness in evil, and 
such untcachableness and sti&ess against the ways of 
£fe and p«uce. They know these are marks of death,, ^ 
and of the wrath of GOD, and they know from the 
word of GOD what is like to be the end bf them ; and 
therefore it is no more pleasure to them, than to a ten- 
der physician to see the plague-marks break out upon 
his patient. Alas, to Ibresee your everlastini^ torments, 
and know not how to prevent them ! To see how near 
jou are to hell, and we cannot make you 1)elieve it, 
and consider it ! To see how easily, how certainly you 
might escape, if we knew but how to make you wil- 
ling I How fair you are for everlasting salvation, i^'you 
would but turn and do your best, and make it the care 
and business of your lives ! but you will not do it. If ^ 
our lives lay on it, we cannot persuade you to it. .We 
study day and night what to s&y to you, that may con- 
vince you and persuade you, and yet it is undone : , we * 
lay before you the word of GOD, aQd shew you the 
rery chapter and verse where it is written, that you 
cannot b6 saved except you be converted ; and yet 
we leave the most of you as we fin^ you : We hope 
you will believe the word of GOD, though you believe 
not us, and that you will regard it when we shew you 
the plain scripture for it : but w» hope in vain, and la- 
bour in vain, as to dny saving change upon your hearts. ' 
And do you think that this is a pleasant thing to us ? 
IVIany a time in secret prayer we are fain to complain 
lo GOD with sad hearts. [' Alas, Lord, we have spok- 
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*%Q to them in tby name, but they IHtle regard us : if^ 
haTe told them what thou bkist us to tell thena, coxir 
eeming the danger of an unconverted state, but they 
do not believe ut : we have told them that thou hast 
IMTotested, that there is no peace to the wicked,^ Isaiah 
zlviil 22* and Ivii. 21. ' but the worst of them all will 
scarce believe that they are wicked ; we have shew 
fUdi them thy word, where thou ha^t said, that if they 
live after the flesh they shall die,' Rom. viii. 13. * but 
they say, they will believe in thee, wheii they will not 
Mieve ; that they will trust in thee, when they give 
no credit to thy word, and when they have hepe that 
the threatenings of thy words are false, they will yet 
call this abopiog in GOD ; and though we shew them 
where thou hast said, that when a wicked man ^eth, 
all his hopes pedsh, yet cannot we persuade them from 
their deceitful topes, Prwj, id 7. . ' We tell them 
what a base unprofitable tiling sin is; but they love it, 
and therefore will not leave It. We tell them how 
dear they buy. this plea^re, and what they must pay 
for it in everlasting torment, and they bless^ themseJvf s 
and will not believe it; but will do as the most do : and 
because GOD is merciful, they will not believe hira^ 
but will venture their souls, come on it what will. 
We tbll Ihem how •-■ idy IheXord is ^o receive them ; 

• and (his doth but make them delay thetr repentance, 
and be bolder in their sin. Some of them sa^ they 
purpose to repent, but they are^till the same; some 

•'tay they do tepcnt ak^ady, while yet <hey .aro not 
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coiawted. We exhort them, we intreat them, we 
offer them our help, but we cannot prevail with them ; 
but they that were drunkards, are drunkards still ; and 
they that were vobptuous flesh-pleasing wretches, are 
such^still ; and they that were worldlings, are world- 
)mg% stiil ; and they that were ignorant, and proud, 
and self-conceited, are so still. Few of thera will se^ 
and confess their sin, and fewer will forsake it ; but 
comfort themselves that all men are sinners i as if there 
were no difference between a converted singer and au 
unconverted. Some of them will not come near us, 
when we are willing to instruct them, but think they 
know enough already, and need not our instruction : 
and some of them will give us the hearing, and do what 
they list ; aud some of them are like dead men that 
cannot feel ; sp that when we tell them of the matter* 
of everlasting consequence, we cannbt get a word of it 
to their hearts. If we do not obey them, and humour 
them in baptizii^g the children of the most obstinately 
wicked, and giving them the Lord's Supper, and doing 
. all that they would have us, though never so muci^ 
against the word of GOD, they will hate us and rail at 
us ; but if we be&eeeh them but to confess and forsake 
their feins, and save their souls, they will not do it. 
We tell them, if they wilfbut turn, we will deny them 
none of the ordinances of GOD, neither baptism to 
their children, nor the Lord's Supper to themselves ; 
but they will tiot hear us. They would have us to 
disobey GOD, and damn our own souls to please them, 
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asd yet they will not torn and save their oven soulm 
to pleaie GOD. They are wiser in their own eyes than 
'all their teachent ; they rage and are confident in their 
own way ; and if would never so fain, we cannot change 
them. Lord^ this is the case of our miserable neigh- 
bours, and we cannot help it ; we see them ready to 
drop into hell, and we cannot help it ; we know if 
they would unfeignedly turn, they might be saved, but 
we cannot persuade them ; if we would beg it of them 
on our knees, we cannot pei;iBuade th«'m to it ; if we 
would beg it of them with tears, we cannot persuade 
them ; and what more can we do ?* 

These are the secret oomplainti and moans that 
many a poor minister is fain to mako. And do you 
think that he hath any pleasure in this? Is it a pleas- 
ure to him to see you go on in «in, and cannot stop 
yon ? To see yon' so miserable, and cannot so much as 
make you sensible of it ? To see yon merry, when, you 
are not sure to be an hour out of hell ? To think what 
yo'i must forever suffer, because you will not turn • 
.And to tliink what an everlasting life of glory you wii 
fully despise and cast away ? What sadder thiog can 
you bring to their hearts ? And how can you devise to 
grieve them more ? 

Who is it then that yon please by your sin and death? 
It is none cf your understanding godly friends. Ala«, 
It is the grief of their souls to see your miseiy : and 
'they lament jroti saoy a time whep you give them lit* 
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tie tiianlu f^r it, dnd when joti hare not hearts to lar- 
ment yourselves. 

Who is it then that takes pleasBre in jour sin f It is 
none but three great enemies of GOD, whom you re- 
Dounced in your baptism, and now are turned false]/ 
to serve. 

1. The devil indeed takes pleasure in your tin and 
death ; for thir is the very end of all his temptations. 
For this he viratches night and day ; you cannot dfevife 
to please him better than to go on in sin : how glad is 
he wlien he fees thee gomg to an alehouse, or other 
sin, and when he heareth thee curse, or swear, or rail ? 
Howgiad is he when he heareth thee revile the minis- 
ter that would draw thee from thy sin, and«help to save 
thee ? These are his delight 

2. The wicked are also delighted in it ; for it is 
agreeable to their nature. 

3. But 1 know, for all this, that it is not the pleasing 
of the devil that you intend, even when you please. 
him ; but it is your own flesh, the greatest and most 
dangerous en^my, thilt you intend to please. U is the 
flesh that would be pampered, that would be pleased 
in meat, and drink, and cloalhing, th^t would be pleas- 
in your company, and pleased in applause and credit 

. with the world, and plsased in sports, and lusts, and 
idfene^ ; this is the gulf that devoureth aU. This is 
the very God that you serve, (for the scripture saith d": 
such, ihai their helliet are iheit Qodsy Phil. iii. 18.^ 
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&ut t beseech you stay a little and' consider the biisi^ 
Hess* 

1. QuesL Should-your flesh be pleased before yonr 
Maker ? Will you displease the Lord, and displease 
your teachers, and your godly friends, and all to please 
your brutish appetites^ or sensual desires ? Is not GOD 
worthy to be the ruler of your flesh ? If he shall not 
rule it, hew^l not save it ; you cannot in reason ex- 
pect that he should/ 

2- Quel/. Your flesh is pleased with your sin ; but 
is your conscience pleased f doth not it grudge within 
you, and tell you sometitnes that all is not well, and 
that your case is not so safe as you mal^e it to be ? and 
should not your soul and conscience be pleased before 
that corruptible flesh ? 

3. Qtjteit. But is not your flesh preparing for its own 
displeasure also ? It loves the bait, but doth it love the 
hook ? It loves the strong drink and sweet morsels ; 
it loves its ease, and sport, and merriment ; it loves to 
be rich and well spoken of by men, and to be some- 
body in the world : but doth it love ttie curse of God ? 
Doth it love to stand trembling ts^fore his bar, and to 
be judged to everlasting fire ? Doth it love to be tor- 
mented with the devils for ever ? Take all together ; 
for th6re is no separating sin and hell, but only by faith 
and true conversion ; if you Vfill keep one, yon must 
. have the other. If death and hell Xie pleasant to you, 
' no wonder then if you go on in sin : but if they are 
• not (as I am sure they are not) then what if sin were 
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never so pleaf &n(, is it worth the loss of ]if9 eternal f 
Is a little drink, or mea^, or easu ; is the good word 
sinneri ; are the riches of tins world to be valned above 
the joj9 of heaven ? Or are ihejr worth the sufferings of 
eternal (ire ? 

These questions should be considered before you go 
any farther, by eveiy man that hath reason to consider 
and that believes he hath a soul to save or lose. 

Well, the Lord here sweareth that he hath nofpleas- 
ure in your death, but rather, thatypu would turn and 
li?e ; if yet yon will go on, and die rather than turn, 
remember it was not to pfease GOD that you did it. 
It was to please the world, and to please yourselve.«. 
And if men will damn themselve* to pleasf themselvtt^ 
and run into endless torments for to dttight^ and have 
not the wit, the heart, the grace, to hearken to GOB 
or roan, that would reclaim them, what remedy but they 
must take what they get bj it, and repent it another 
manner, when it is too late ! Before I proceed any fur^ 
ther h) the application, I shall come to the next doc- 
trine ; which givethme a fuller ground for it 

Doct. 5^ So eame*t is GOD for the eonvertion of 
sinners, that he douhleth his commands and exhort O' 
lions With vchimency : 3 Wn ye, turn ye, Why wiltye 

die? 

This doctrine is the applica^m of the former, as by 
a use of exhortation, and accordingly I shall handle it. 
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U thei« ever ait onconTerted sinner that hearetb ] 
ike$e^vehement words of GOD ! Is there ever a man or 
woman in this assembly that is yet a stranger to the 
renewing sanctifjing work of the Holy Ghost ! (ft is 
on happy assembly, if it • be net so with the most.) 
Hearken then to the voice of your Maker, and turn to 
bim by Christ without delay. Would you knew the 
will of GOD ! Why this b his will» that you presently 
turn. Shall the living GOD send so earnest a message 
to his creatures, and should they not obey f Hearken 
then aU you that live <\fier the fieth ; the Lord that 
gave thee thy breath and being, hath sent a message 
to thee from heaven ; and this is his message, Turn 
ffe^ tumye^ Why will ye die ? He that hath ears t6 
bear, let him hear. Shall the voice of the Eternal Ma^ 
jesty be aeglected ? If he do b^t terribly thunder, thou 
art afraid. O but this voice doth more nearly concern 
thee. If he do but tell thee, thou shall die to morrow* 
thou wouMst not make light of it. O but this word con- 
:oemeth ^y life or death everlasting. It i^ botli a com- 
mand and an exhortation. As if he had ; aid icx thee, 
^ I charge thee upon the allegiance that thou owest to 
me thy Creator and Redeemer, that thou renounce the 
flesh, the world, and the devil, and turn to me that 
thou roayest live. I condescend to intreat thee, ss thou 
lovest or fearest him that made thee ; as thou low.ii 
thine own life, even thin^ everlfisting life. Turn and 
Dve ; as «v6r thou wouMst escape eternal misery, turn, 
turjj, for why wilt thod die ? And is there a heart hi 
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nautili a ireaionable creature, that can once refusf, 
•ach a message, euch a command, such an exhortation 
B8 thU ! O what a thing then h the heart of man ! 

Hearken then all that love your8e]Tes, and all that 
fcgard your own sahation : Here )s the joy fullest mes- 
sage that ever was sent to the ears of man. Turn ye^ 
turn ye, %ohy wiU yt du ? You are aot yet shut up un- 
der detperati^n. Here is mercy offered to you ; turn 
and you shall have it. O with what joyful hearta 
fbould yon receive, these tidings ! I know thisjis not the 
int time that you have heard it : but how have you 
regarded it, or how do yoaYegard it now ? Hear all you 
ignorant careless pinners, the word of the Lord I Hear 
aJl you worldlings, you sensual flesh-pleasers, you glut« 
tons, and druidcards, and whoremongers, and swearers; 
fcfa backbiterS) blanderers and liars ; Twm yty ivm 
ye, uhy wiU ye die ? 

Hear all ye cold and outside professors, and all that 
are singers to the life of Christ, and never knew the 
power of his cross and resurrection, and nevet felt your 
hearts warmed with his love, and live not on him as 
the strength of your souls ; Turn ye^ turn ye, why will 
ytdU?-^ 

Hear all ye that are void of the love of GOD, whose 
hearts are not toward him, nor taken up with the hopes 
of glory, but set more by your earthly prosperity and 
delights, than by the > y? of heaven ; all you that are 
religious but a little on the bye, and give GOD no more 
<kan yotur fleih can spare ? Xhat hare not denied your 
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carnal selves, and forsaken all that yon have for Christy 
in the estimatioQ and grounded resolution of jour souls, 
but have some. one in the world so dear to you, that 
you cannot spare it for Christ, if he require it, but wiU 
rather venture on his displeasure than forsake^ it ; Tur^ 
ye, turn yt^ why wiJUyt die ? 

If yom never heard it, or observed it before, remem- 
ber that yoa nere told it from the word of GOD this 
day, 'that if you will but turn, you may live : and if 
you will not turn, you shall surely die. 

What now win you do, Sirs ? What is your resolu- 
tion ? Will you turn, or will you not ? Halt not any , 
longer between two opinioniv; if the I^rdbe GOD, 
fallow him ; if jour flesh be God, then serve it «tiIL 
If h^ven be better than earth and fleshly pleasures, 
come awagr then, and seek a better country, and lay 
up your treasure were rusts and moths do not corrupt, 
and thieves cannot break through and steal ; and be 
aw^ened at last with all your might to seek the king- 
dom thai cannot be moved, Heb. vii. 21. and i<y em- 
ploy your lives on a higher design, and turn the stream 
of your cares and labours another way than formerly 
you havedone. But if eartli be better than heaven, or 
svill do more for you, or last you longer, then keep it, 
and make your best of it, and follow it still. Are yoa 
resolved what to do ? If you be not, I will set a few 
more moving considerations before you, to see if reason 
will make yoa resolve it. 



d by Google 



■ -■ ,. •»> . \ 

Cotiaid«r first, What preparaiioni mercy haih made \ 
Jhr your sahation : and what pi(j it is that my man «. ' 

^ should he damned after i^I this. The time was when \ 
the flammg sword was in thee waj, and the curse of 
God^s law would have kept the back, if thouhadst- 
been nerer so willing to turn to -GOD : The time was, , 
when thyself and all the friends that thou hast in the 
world, could never have produced thee the pardon of 
ihy sins past, tiiough thou hadst never so much lament- 
ed and reformed them. ,Bdt Christ hath removed this ' 
impecliment by the ransom of his blood. The time 
was that GOD was wholly unreconciled, as being not 
satisfied for the violation of his law : but now he is so " 
farsatisfied and reconciled, as that he hath made thee a 

' free act of oblivion, and a free deed of gift of Christ an4 
Bfe, and offereth it to thee, and Intreateth thee to ac* 
cept it, and it may be thine if thou wilt. " For he 
was in Christ reconciling the world to himself, and hatb 
committed to us ^ the word of actual reconciliation,^' % . 
Cor. V. 18, Id. Sinners, we are commanded to do tliis - 
message, to you all, as from the Lord [Gome^for all 
things ate ready, Luke xiv. 17.] Are all things rtady^ 
and are ym xmready ? GOD is ready ta entertain you, 
and pardon all that you have done against him If you 
will but come. As long as you have sinned, as wilfully 
as you have sinned, a^ htvi^tmtly as yon have sinned, he 
^ ready to c^t al) behind his bacl;, if you will but 
come. Though ypu bare been prodigals, and run away 
ftomlflWif and 6ave staid so long, he b ready ©.vcn to , 
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I 

./aeei you, and embrace you in his Arms, and rejoice in 
your conversion, if you will but turn. Even the eartii- 
Ij worldling, and swinish drunkard, may find GOD 
ready to bid the welcome, if they will b\it come. Doth 
not this turn thy heart within thee ? O sinner, if thou 
have an heart of flesh, and not of stone in thee, methinki 
this would melt xt» Shall the infinite Majesty of heav- 
en even* wait for thy returning, and be ready to re- 
c«iive tliee, who hast abused him, and forgotten him so 
long ? Shall he delight in thy conversion, that might ait 
any time glorify his jwtice in thy damnation, and yet ' 
doth it not melt thy heart within thee, and art thou not 
ready to come in^' Hast thou not as much reason to be 
ready to come, as GOD hath to invite thee, and bid 
thee welcome ? ^ 

But4his is not all : Christ hath done his pari on the 
cross, and made such way for thee to the Father, that , 
on his account thou mayest.be welcome. And yet art. 
thou not ready ? 

A pardon is ready, eifpressly granted and o/fered 
thee, in the gospel* And yet art thou not ready ? 

The ministers of the gospel )are ready to assist thee, 
to instruct thee ; they are ready to pray for thee, and 
to seal up thy pardon by th^ administration of the holy 
sacrament ; and yet art thou not ready ? 

All that fear GOD aboiit thee, are ready to rejoice 
in thy conversion, and to receive thee into the commun- 
ion of Saints, apd to give thee4he right hand of fellow-; 
chip, yea, though thou hadst been one that had been 
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cast, out of their focicty : Ihcy dare not hut forgive 
where GOD forgiveth, when it ia manifest to them by 
thy confession and amendment : (hey dare not»o ranch 
as hit thee in the teeth with thy former gins, becavwe 
they kno\¥ that GOD will not upbraid thee with them. 
If thou badst been never so scandalous, if thou would^ 
hat heartily be converted and come in, they would not 
refuse thee ; let the world say what they would against 
it And are all these ready to receive thee, and^yet 
art thou not ready to come in ? 

Yea, heaven itself is ready; the Lord will receive 
thee into the glory of his saints, a vH6 brute as thou 
hait been, if thou wilt but be cleat^sed, thou may- 
f st have a place'before his throne : his angels will be 
ready to guard thy soul to tlie place of joy, if tliou do 
but unfeignedly co^e in. And is GOD ready, the sac- 
rifice of Chrbt ready, the promise ready, and the par- 
don ready ? Are ministers Teady, and the people of God 
ready, and heaven itself ready, and angels ready, and 
all tliese but waiting for thy conversion ; and yet art 
thou not ready ? What I not ready to live, when thou 
bast been dead so long i Not ready to come to thy 
right understanding, as the prodigal is said to come to 
himself^ Luke xv, 17. when thou hast been beside thy- 
self so long ? Not' ready to be saved, when thou art 
even ready to be condemned ? Art thou not ready to 
laj' hold on Christ that would deliver thpe, when thou 
art even ready to drown and -sink into damnation:* 
Art thou not ready to be saved from hdl^ when thoa 
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evea ready to ¥e c&it remcdilessly into itt Aks, 
van ! dost thou know what thou doest? If thou die 
nnconverted, th^re is no boubt to be made of tbj dam- 
nation? And thou art not sure to lite an -hour : and 



Tet art thou not ready to turn and come in ? C^ i 
jpable wretch ! hast thou not served the flesh . and the. 
devil long enough ? Yet hast thou not served the flesh 
and the devil long enough ? Vet hast thou not enough 
of »in ? Is it so good to thee ? or so profitable for the& f* ^ 
Dost thou know what it it, that thou wouMst hav^ 
more of it ? Hadst thou so many caJk, and so many 
mercies, and so many blows, and so many examples ? 
Hast thou seen so many laid in the grave, and y«>t art 
ihou not ready to let go thy sins and come to Christ 
What! afti^r so many convictioDs, and gripes of co» 
science, after so many purposes and promise*, art 
thou not ready to turn and live ? O that thy eyes, thy 
heart, were opened to know how fair an offer is now 
made to thee ! and what a joyAil message it is that we 
<irt sent- on, to bid thee come, for all things are ready, 

t. Consider alsa what calls thou hast to torn. and 
]lv6. How many, how loud, how earnest, how dread* 
All, and yet what encouraging joyful calls. 

For the principal inviter, it is GOD himself. He 
that commandeth heaven and earth, commandsth thee 
to turn ; and presently without delay to turn ! he cook 
mandt the sun to run its course, and to rise upon theer 
every morning ; and though it be so glorious a creaturti 
mimmy times bigger than all the earth} y«t it obeycih* 



d by Google 



105 

ibim, and &iletii not one minofe of its appointed tim<i^ 
He GonnB&ndefb all the planets and the orbs of heaven^ 
lind they obey ; he commandeth the sea to ebb and 
fhw^ and tbe whole creation to keep itr course, aitd 
.obey bimJ ^ The angels of heaven obey his will, when - 
lie sends Ihem to minister to, fiuch^silly worms as we on 
- earth, Heb, i. 14» And yet if he command bnt a sin* 
Her to torn, h€ will not obey him ; he only thinks him- 
self wiser than GOD,' and he cavils and pleads the 
Cause of sin, and will not away If the Lord Almighty 
iray the word, the heavens and all therein obey him ; 
but if he call a drunkard atH of an ale-house, be will 
not obey ; or if Be call a worldly fleshly sinner to deny 
bimself, and mortify the flesh, and set his heart on a 
IkU^ inheritance, he will not obey him. 

If thon hadst any* love in thee, thou wouldst know 
<he voice, and say, * Oh this is my fatber^s call ! how 
cito 1 find in my heart to disobey ? For the sheep of 
Christ do know and hear bis voice, and they follow 
Wm, and he giveth them eternal life,' John x. 4. If thou 
badst any spiritual life and sense in thee, at least thou 
lyouldstsay, This eallis the dreadful voice ofGODy 
Wid who dare duobey ? For salth thd prophet, Amos iii. 
9, The lion haik^oared^ viho XDiU not fear? GOD is^^ 
not asvian, that thonshouldst dally and play with him; 
reitiember what he eaith to Paul at his conversion, " It 
is hard for thee to kick against the pricks," Acts ix. 5. 
"Wilt thon yet go on and despise bis word, and resbt 
to ?IHrit^ and stop thine ear against hie caH I Who is it 
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Ifiat wfll hate the worst of this ? Dosf ^oo know whom 
t^ion disobeyest and confendest with, and what then 
^rt doJBg ! It were a far wiser and easier task for thee 

. to contend with the thorns, and spnm them witii ibj 
bare hands, or put thy head into the bamin^ fire. Be 
not deceivedy GOD will not be mockedy Gal. vi. 7. * 
Whoever else be mocked, GOD WHl not : joa had 
better play with the fire in the thatch, than with the 
fire of his boming wrath : for our GOD is a connaning 
firty Heb. xii. 29. O how unmeet a match art thou for 
GOD ! // 1> a fearful thins to fail into his hands, Heb. 
X. 13. and therefore it is a fearful tbtn^ to contend- 
with him, or resist him. "As you love yonr souls, take 
heed what you do. "What will you say, if he be^n in 
wrath to plead with you ? What will you do, if he take 
you once in hand ? Will you then strive aj^ainst his 
judgment, as now ye do against his grace ? Saith the 
Lord, Isaiah xxviL 4, 6, JPury is not in me ; that is, t 
delight not to destroy you ; I do it as it were unwilling- 
ly, but yet,- * Who would set the briars and thorns, 
against me in battle ? I would go through them, 

' I would bum them together. Oh let him take hold 
of my strength, that he .may make peace with me, 
and he shall make peace with me^ H is an unequal 
combat for the briars and stubble to make war with the 

-fire. 

And thus yon see, who it b that calleth you, that* 
should move you to Itear all this call, and turn ; so;, 
consider also, by wha^ instruments, and how often, viSi\ 
how earnestly he doth it. ' , , i 
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1. Everj leaf of the blessed book of GOD bath as it ' 
were a voice, and calls out unto thee, Turn and live ; 
Turn or thou wilt die : How canst thou open it, and 
read a leaf or bear a chapter, and not perceive GOD 
bids thee Turp, .? 

2. It is the voice of every sermon thou hearest ; for 
wbat else is the scope and drift of all, but to call ancj 
persuade, and intreat thee to turn ? 

3. It is the voice of many a motion of tho 5pm/, that 
secretly speaks over these words again, and urgeththee 
to /urn.? ' 

4. It it likely sometimes, it is the voice of thy own 
conscience. Art thou not sometimes convinced that 

, all i» not well with thee ? And doth not conscience tell 
thee that thou must be a new man, and take a new 
course, and often call upon thee to return ? 

5.. It is the voice of the gracious examples of the 
godly. When thou seest tliem live a heavenly life, and 
fly from the sin which is thy delihet, this really calls on 
thee to turn. 

6. It is the voice of all the works of GOD.. For they 
also are GOD^s book, that teach thee this lesson, by 
shewing thee his greatness, and wisdom, and goodness, 
and calling thee to observe them, and admire the ' 
Creatort Psal. xlx, 1, 2. "The heavens declare the 
glory of GOD, and the firman^a^ gheweth bis handy j 
work ; day unto day uttereth speech, night unto night 
sheweth knowledge." Every time the sun riseth upon 
thee, it really calieth thee to turn ; as if it should say. 
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^ What do t travel and compass tiie world ^r, but to 
declare to mea the glory of their Maker, aod to light 
them to do bn work i And do I still find the doing the 
^ work of sin, and sleeping ont thj life in negligence ? 
Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and 
Christ shall gire thee light,^ Ephes. v. 14, ^^The night 
i« spent) the day is at hand ; it is now high time to 
awaJce out of sleep ; let os therefore cast off tiie makB 
. of darkness, and let ns put on the armour of light. Let 
us walk honestly as in the day^ not in riotiijgand 
drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not 
ia strife and envying ; but put ye on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfil the 
lusts thereof.)' Rom. xiii. 11^ 12,13,14. Thist^t 
was the means of Austin's conv/ersion. 

7. It is the voice of every mercy that thou dostpoa* 
sess : If thou couldst but hear and understand them, 
they all cry out unto thee. Turn, Why doth the earth 
bear thee, but to seek and serve the Lord ? Why doth 
it afford thee its fruits, but t(5 serve him f Why doth 
the air afford thee breath, but to serve him ? Why do 
all the creatures serve thee with their labours and their 
lives, but that thou mightest serve thee Lord of tham 
and thee ? Why doth he give iliee time, health, and 
strength, but for to serve him ? Why. hast thou meat 
and drink, and cloaths/but for his service f Hast thoo 
any thing which thou hast not received ? And if thoo . 
didst receive them, it is reason thou shouldst h^think . 
fhec, from whom, and to what end and Qse thoit didit '. 



d by Google - ■ 



' 109 ■ 

t^belve'llieiD, it is reason thou shonldst bethink th^e^ 
from whom, and to what end and use thou didst receive 
them. Didst thou never cry to him for help in thy dis- 
tress ? And didst thou not then understand that it was 
thy pa't to turn and serve him, if he wouM deliver thee ? 
He hath done his part, and spared thee yet longer, and 
tried fhee another and anothet year; and yet thoa 
•dost not turn? You know the paral;>le of the unfruitful 
lfig-tree, Luke.xiii. 6, 7, 8, 9.- Wheij the Lord had said, 
Cut it down^why cumbertih it the ground ^ He was in- 
treated lo try it one year longer, and then if it proved 
not fruitful, to cut it down. Christ himself there makes 
the application twice ovefr, ver. 3. and 5. Except ye 
Ytjpcnt^yt sfutU all likewise perish. How many years 
*ath GOD fookcd for the fruits of love and holiness, 
from thee, and hath fo\«id none I And yet he hath spar- 
ed thee. Hgw many a time by thy wSfuI ignorance, 
and carelessness and disoNdience, hast thou provoked 
justice to say, Cut him doum^ iohy cHmhereth he the 
ground 7 And yet mercy hath prevailed, and patience 
hath forbore the fatal blow to this day. If thou hadst 
the understanding of a man within thee, thou wouldst 
kno^ that sdl tht«'calleth thee to r«m. "Dost thoj 
think thou shalt escape the judgement of GOD; Or 
despisest thon the riche* of bis goodness^ and forbear* 
anee, and long-sufferiBg, not knowing that the goodness 
of GOD leadeth thee to repentance ? But after thy 
liardress and impenitent heart, treasurest up unto tby- 
ag^i wrath against the day Qf wr%tb, and r^vifetion <tf 
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the r%b(eoua judgement of GOD ; who will render to 
every man according to hii deedt^Rom. ii. 3, 4, 5, 6.^^ 

9. Moreover, it is the voice of every affliction to call 
thee to make ktute and turn. Sickness and pain cry 
tutn ; and poverty, and loss of friends, and every twig 
of the ohfistising rod, cry txirn; and yet wDt thou not - 
hearken to the call ! These have come near thee, and 
made thee' feel ; they have made t^ee groan, and ciqh 
- they not m^e thee Turn? 

9. The very frame of thy nature and being itself, be> 
speaketh thy lUturn* Why hast thou reason, but to 
rale thy flesh, and serve thy Lord I Why hast thou an 
understanding soul, but'to learn and know his will and 
doit? Why hast thou an heart within thee, ^that can 
love, and fear, and desire, but that thou shouldst fear 
him, and love him, and desire after him ? 
' 10. Tea, thine own engagements by promise to the 
Lord, do call upon thee to turn and serve him. Thou 
hast bound thyself to hin by a baptismal covenant, and 
renounced the world, the flesh, and the devil ; this thoa 
hast confirmed by the profession ef Christanity, and re-« 
newed it at sacramentf, and in times of affliction : And 
wilt thou promise and vow, and never perform : and 
turn to GOD? 

Lay all these together now, and see what should be 
the issue. The Holy Scripture Calls upon thee to turn y 
the nunisters of Christ do call upon thee to turn ; tlie r 
Spirit cries turn ; thy conscience cries turn ; tfaegodfyy. | 
by persuasions and examples cry turn ; the whole woHdt \ 
Md all the creatures therein, that are preiented %f> iSttj \ 
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consideration, crj turn ; the preseat forbearance of 
GOD cries turn ; all the mercies which thou receives! 
cry turn ; the rod of GOD'* chastisement cries turn ; thy. 
reason and the frame of thy nature bespeaks thy turn- 
ing; ; and so do all thy promises to GOD ; and ^et art 
thou not resolved to turn ? 

3. Moreover, poor sinner! Didst thou ever consider 
upon what terms thou standest all this while, with him 
that calleth on thee to turn ? Thou art his own,and ow 
«st him thyself and all thou hast ; and may he not com- 
mand his o)vn? Thou art his absolute servant, and should 
■erve no other master. Thoa standest at his mercy, 
«nd thy life is in bis hand ; and he is resolved to >av« 
thee upon no t>tber terms ; thou hast many malicious 
spiritual enenneis ^^^ would be gl^d if GOD would 
but forsake thee, and let them alone with thee, and 
leave thee to their will ; how quickly would they deal 
with thee in another manner ? And thou canst not be 
delivered from them, but by timiing u^to GOD. Thou 
curt fallen under his wrath by thy sin already ; and tho« 
knowest not how Itog his patience will yet wait. Peir- 
laaps this is the last year; perhaps the last day; Im 
•word is eyen at thy heart, while the word is in thine 
ear ; and if thou turn not, thou art a dead and undone 
man. Were thy eyes but open to see where thou staftd- 
est even upon the brink of hell, and te see how many 
thousands are there already that did not turn, thou 
wouldst see that it is time to look about thee. 

Well, Sirs, look inwarde now, and tell me, how arc 
yonr hearts alTeeted withthese oilers of the Lord ? Yoa 
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hear vvhsX ithw mmd ; he delighteth not ih yotir death i 
he Gills, to yoti, Tum^ turn : It is a feaHbl «gn if all 
this move (hcc not, or if it do hot half moye thee; and 
much more if it make thee more careless in thj misery, 
because thon hearest of the mercifulness of GOD. 
The working of the medicine will partly tell us wheth-» 
er there be any hope fef the cure. O what glad tidings 
woXild it be to ^se that are now in hell, if they had 
but such a message from GOD ! What a joyful word 
would it be to hear this, Turn and live. Yea, what a 
welcome word would it he to thyself, when t^u hast 
felt that wrath of GOD but an hou^ ! Or, if after a thou- 
sand, 9r ten thousand years torment, thou couldst but 
hear such a word from GC^, Turn and live ; and yet 
wilt tbou now neglect it, and sufler us to returix with- 
out our errand ? 

Behold,8inner8,we are sent here as the messengers of 
the Lord, to set before you life and dbath. What say 
you ? Which of them will you chose ? Christ standefh 
ta it were by thee, with hearen in one hai^d, and h^ll 
in the other, and ofiereth thee thy 6hoice : which wilt ' 
thou chose f The voiu - of the Lord maketk the tock* 
to tremble^ Psal. xxvi.and is it nothing to hear him threat- 
en thee, if thou wilt not turn ? Dost thou not understand 
and feel this voice. Turn jfe, turn ^c, tohif %nUjfedie / 
Why, it is the voice of love, of infinite love, of thy 
best and kindest friend, as thon mightest easily perceive 
by the motion ; and yet canst thou ne^^ct it ? It is the 
voice of pity. The Lord teeth whither thou art going 
betteir than thou dost, whiph msikes hito e^ after thee, 
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Turriy turn. He seeth what will become of thee if 
thou turn not. He tbinketh with himself Ah this poor 
einiier will east hiiAself into endless torments^ if he do 
not turn ;' I must in justice deal with him. according to 
' my rigfiteous law ; and therefore he callsth after thee, 
Tum^ (urn, O sinner! If joudid but know the thou- 
sandth part as well as GOD doth, the danger that is 
near you, and the misery that you are ruunino; into, we 
should hav« no more need to call after you to turn. 

Moreover, this Toice that calleth to thee, is the same 
that hath prevailed with thonisandd ake^dy, and called 
all to heaven that are now there : And they would not 
now for a thousand worlds that they had made light 0/ 
it, and not turned to GOD. Now what are they pos- 
"sessing that turned to GOD's call ? Now they perceive 
that it was indeed the voice of love that meant them 
no more harm thaa their salvation. And if thou u lit 
ebey the^ame call, thou shalt com% to the same happi- 
ness. There are millions that must forever lament that 
they turned not ; but there's never a soul iu heavea 
tliat is sorry that they are coaverted.. 

Well, Sir?, are you yet resolved^ or are you not ? Dt> 
i need to say any more ta you ? What will you do I 
r Will you turn or not ? Speak man, in thy heart ta 
GOD, though thou speak not put to me ; speak, le^t 
he take thy silence for a denial, speak quickly, lest ha. 
never make thee the like offer more. Spoak resolved- 
ly, and not waveringly ; for he will have no indiffereuls 
to be his followers. Say in thy heart now without any 
^lore delay, even before, thou stir he9ce„ By the grace 
df (SrOD 1 am resolved presently t» turn* And because^ 
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I know my own insufficiencv, I am resolved to wait on 
GOD for his grace, and to follow him in his ways, and 
forsake my former coui;ses and companions, and give 
up myself to the guidance of the Lord. 

Tou are not shut up in darkness of Heathenism, nor 
in the desperation of the damned. Life is before 
you ; and you may have it on reasnable terms, if yoa 
will; yea, on free cost, if you wih except it. 
The way of GpD lieth plain beforeyon ; the church 
i's open to yon ; you may have Christ and 
pardon, and holiness, if you ivill. What say 
you; Will you, or will you not? If you say nay, 
or say nothing, and still go on, GOD is witness, and 
this congregation is witness, and your own eonsciences 
are witnesses how fair an offer you had this day. Re- 
member you might have had Chriit, and would not. 
Remember, when you have lost it, that you might have 
had eternal life as Well as others, and would not ; and 
all because voq would not turti. 
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SERMON 111. 



Ekek. xxxiii. 11. 

Stty unto them^ as I live saiih ihej^rd GOD^ J have nt 
pleamre in the deaih of the uncked^ biU that the tcick- 
ed turn from their way and live , Turn ye^turn ye from, 
your evil ways ; for why will ye die^ O house 0/ Israel? 

IT has been explained and proved, that GOD tak- 
•th pleasure iu men^s conversion and salvation, but not 
in'their death or damnation. He would rather they 
would turn and live, than go on and die ; That he may 
leave man no pretence to doubt of it, the Lord hath 
confirmed it to us by his oath. Yea, farther, s» earnest 
b GOD for the conversion of sinners, that he doubleth 
his commands and exhortations with vehemency. Turn 
ye, turn ye. 

Having already illustrated and applied each of these 
points, let us come to the next doctrine aiid hear your 
reasons. 

Doct. 6. The Lord condescendetb to feason the case 
with Qiiconverted sinners, and to ask them why they 
will die. 

A strange disputation it is, both as to the controver- 
sy, and as to the disputants. 

1. The controversy or question propounded to dis- 
pute of, is, Why wicked men will damn themselves ? Or, 
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Why they mil rather die then (urn, 9 Whether iiay 
have any fufficient reason for so doing ? 

2. The disputants are GOD and Man; the most Ho- 
ly GQD, and wicked imi unconverted sinners. 

Is It not a htrange thing, 'which GUD doth seem heie 
to suppose, that any man should be willing to die, and 
be damned ? Yea, that this should be the case of all 
the wicked ; that is of the greatest part of the world v 
but you will say. This cannot be ; for nature desireth 
the preservation and felicity of iteelf ; and the wicked 
are'more selfiih than others, and not less ; and therefore 
how can any man be willing to be damned ! 

To which I answer, . 

1. It ia a certain truth that no man can be wiuingof 
any evil as evil, but only as it hath some appearance 
of good ; much less can any man be willing to be eter- 
nally tormented. Misery, as such, is desired by none. 

2. Bat yet for all that, it is most true which GOD 
here teacheth us, that the cause why the wicked die 
and are damned, is because they wiU die and bt danm- 
erf. And this is true in several respects. 

1. Because they will go the way that leads to hell, 
though they are told by God and man whither it g«es, 
and where it ends ; and though GOD hath so often pro* 
fessftd in his word, that if they hold on in that 'way 
they shall be condemned ; and that they shall not be 
saved unless ttey turn, Isa,: xlviii. 22.' and Ivii. 21. 
There is no peace,, saith the Lord, unto the wicfecd. ' 
Isa. lix.8. The way of peace they know not ; there is na 
judgement m iht'u goings ; they have made theln crook 
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ftd paths; whosoeTer goeth fb6reii», shall not know 
peace. Thej have the word and the oath of the living 
GOD for it ; that if they will not turn, tiiej shall not 
enter into^his rest And yo^ wicked they are, and wick- 
ed they will be, letOOD and man say what they will ; 
fleshly they ate, and fleshly they will be ; worldliugt 
they arc, and worldlings they will be ; though (iOD 
hath told them, that the love of the world is enmity to- 
CrOD, and th^t if any man love thfe world, the love of 
. the Father is not in him. Jam. iv. 4. 1 John ii. 15. 
•o that consiequently th«se men are willing to be damn- 
ed, though not directly ; they are willing of the way' 
to hell, and love the certain cause 'of their torment, 
though they be not willing of hell itself, and do not ' 
Ic^ve the pain which they must endure. 

Is not this the truth of your case, smners ? You would 
not bum in hefl ? but you will kindle the fire by your 
lins, and cast yourselves into it ; you would not be tor- 
mented with devils forever, but yon will do that which 
will certainly procure it, in despite of all that tan be 
said against it. It is just as if you would s^, I will 
drink this poison ; but yet I will not die. I will cast my- 
lelf headlong from the top of a steeple, but yet I will 
not kill myself. I wiM thrust this knife info my heart, 
but yet I will not take away my life. I will put this 
6r^ ipto the thatch of my house, but yet I will not bum 
it. Just so it , is with the wicked men, they 
will be wicked, and they will live after the 
flesh and the world, and yet they would not be 
damned. But do you not know that the means do lead 
unto the end I and that GOD hath by his righteou 
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law c^nclu^ed, that you must repent or perish ? He that 
will take poison^ may as well say plainly, I mil kill wiy- 
self; for it will prove no better in the end : Thougli 
perhaps he loved it for sweetness of the sugar that waa 
xuixt with it, and would not be persuaded that it wa^ 
poison, but that he might take it and do well enough, 
but it is not bis conceits, and confidence that will save 
bis life. So if you will be drunkards, or fornicators, dr 
worldlings, or live after the fle&b, you may as well say 
plainly, We will be dcunned^ for so you shall be, unless 
you turn. Would you not rebuke the folly of a thief 
or murderer,that would say,/ will stealand kiXLfmt 1 will 
nol be hanged^ when he knows that 4f he do the one^' 
the judge in justice will see that the other he done ? If 
he say, IwiU sleal and murder^ he may as Well spy- 
plainly, / wiU be hang$d. So if you will go on in a car- 
nal life, you may as well say plainly. We will go to fulU 
2. Moreover, the wicked will not use those means 
•without which there is no hope of their salvation : He 
that will not eat, may as well say plainly he will not live, 
unless he can tell how to live without meat: he that 
will not go his journey, may as well say plainly he lyill 
. not come to the end. He that falls into the wate;r,and 
will not come out, nor suffer another to help him out, 
may as well say plainly, he will be drowned. .So if 
ys>\\ be carnal and ungodly, and will not be converted, 
nor use the means by which you should be converted, 
but think it more ado than needs, you may as well say 
plainly, you will be damned. For if ^ou have found 
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out a way tq be saved without coi^versiQD) joo have 
done that which never was done before. 

3. Tea, this is not all, but the wicked are unwilling: 
even, of salvation itself. Though they may de«ire 
somewhat which they cail by the name of htavtn^ yet 
heaven itseIf,considered in the true natdte of the felicity, 
they desire not; yea, their hearts are quite against it. 
Heaven is a state of perfect holiness, and of continual 
love and praise to GOD, and the wicked have no heart 
to this. The imperfect love, and praise, and holiness, 
which is here to be attained, they hare no mind of; 
much less of that which is so much greater : The joys 
of heaven are of so pure and spiritual a nature,. that the 
heart of the wicked cannot desire them. 

So tha,t by this time you may see on what ground it 
15, that GOD supposeth that the wicked are willing of 
theirown destruction ; They will not turn though they 
roust turn or die ; they will rather venture on certaia 
misery than be converted ; and then to quiet themselves 
. in their sins, tfiey will make themselves believe that they 
shall nievertheless, escape. 

2' And as this controversy is'matter of wonder (that 
even men should be such enemies t^p^emselvcs, as wil* 
fully t(^ cast away their soulf) so are tlie disputants too. 
That GOD should stoop po low, as thus to plead the 
ca«e with man : and that men should be so strangely 
blind and obstinate, as to need all this in ko plai^i a case ; 
yea. and to resist aU this, when their own salvation iietb 
upon tiijE! issue. 
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No wonder ir thej; will not here w that arc men, 
when they will not hear the I^rd himself: As GOD 
saJth, Esek. in, 7. when he sent the prophet to the **£»- 
raelites,'' " Tlie hoose of Israel will not he&rken 
unto thee, for they will hot hearken unto me : 
For all the house of Israel are impudent and hardhcart- 
ed." No wonder if thej can plead agahast a minister, 
or a godly neighbor; when they will plead against the 
Lord himself, ev«n against the plainest passages of his 
word, and think that they- have reason on their side : 
When they weary the Lord with Ihtir words^ they say, 
Whtrein have, we weaned him ? Mai. ii 1 7. The priests ' 
that despised his name durst ask, Wherein have we des^ 
pised thy name ? And when they polluted his altai^, and 
made the table of the Lord contemptible, they durst 
say, Wherein have we polluted thee? Mai. i, 6, 7. 
"But woe unto him, saith the Lord, that striveth with 
bis Maker, Let the postheards strive with the posfheards 
of the earth ; shall the clay say unto him that fashion* 
eth it. What make&t thou? Isa. xiv. 9.'^ 

Quest. Butwhyisilihat GOD will reason (he case 
with man? 

Arts, J. Bccaiflfrtbat mnn being a reasonable crea- 
ttire, is accordingTy to be dealt Vith, nnd by n^asoh to 
be persuaded and overcome,. ' GOD Iiath therefore, en- 
dowed them with rc?ison, thatthey nij^ht use it for him. ^ 
One would think a reasonable creature should notgo'J 
against the clearest and greatest reason in the worl^ l 
when it is set before liim. 

2. At least, men shall ssc that GOD did re^uin 
^"Sf of them that was unreasonable, bg^^ wh 
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be commandeffa fbeit, and whatever be forlnddeth^ 
tbem, he hath att the right reason in the world on hit 
side ; and they hkve gocd reason to obey him, but nope 
to disobey. And thns even the damned shall be forc- 
ed to justify OOD, and confess that it was but reason 
that they should have tamed to him, and they shall be 
forced to condemn themselves, and confess that they 
had little reason to cast away themselves by the neglect- 
ing of Lis grace in the day of their visitation; 

USE. 

Look up your best and strongest reasons, sinners, if 
yon win make good your way :' You see now with whom 
yon have to deal. What sayest thou, unconverted sen-- 
sua] wretch f Darest thou venture upon a dispute with 
GOD ? Art thou able to confute him? Art thou ready 
to enter theslists T GOD asketh thee, Why wilt thou 
die ? Art thou furnished with a sufficient answer f Wilt 
thou undertake to prove that GOD is mistaken, and 
that thou art in the right ? O what an undertaking is 
that I Why,. either he or you are mistaken, when he is 
for your conversion, and you are against it. He calls 
up«n yon to turn, and you will not ; he bids you do it 
presently, eien to-day, while it is called to-day, and 
you delay, and think it time enough hereafter* He 
saith it must be a total change, and yon must be 
holy, and new creatures^ and bom again; and 
and you think that less may serve the turn and th^t it 
is enough to patch up the old man, without becoming 
new. Who is in the right now, GOD or you ? GOD 
oalleth on yon to turn, and to liveau holj^'J^Jl^d you 
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willDot bj jour difobedieiit lirts it appean yov will not* 
If you will why do you not? why. have you not done it 
all (his while f and why do you not fall upon it yet f 
your wills haye the command of your lives. We may 
certainly conclude that you are unwilling to4iHrn, when 
you do not turn. And why will you not f -Caa you gi^ 
any reason for it that is worthy to be called a reason t 

I that am but a worm, your fellow-creature, of a shal- 
lowcapacity, dare challenge the wisest of you all, to 
reason the case with me, while I plead my Maker^a 
cause, and I need not be discouraged, when I know I 
plead but the cause that GOD pleadeth, and contend 
-for him that will have the best at last. Had I but these 
two general grounds against you, I am sure that yoa 
have no good reason on your side. 

1. T am sure it can be no good reason^ which b 
against the GOD of truth and reas(fh« It cannot be 
light that is contrary to the sun. There is no knowl- 
edge in any creature hut what it has from GOD ; and 
therefore none can be wiser than GOD. It were [fatal] 
presumption for the highest angel to compare with his 
creator : What is it then for a lump of dirt, an ignorant 
N»t, that knowetb not himself, nor his own soul, that 
knoweth but little of the things which he seeth, yea, 
that is more ignorant than many of his neighbors, to set 
himself against the wisdom of the Lord ? It is one of 
the fullest discoveries of the horrible wickedness of car- 
nal men, and the stark madness of such as sin,that so silly 
a mole dare contradict his Maker, and call in question 
the word of GOD : Tea, that those people in your pA* 
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isiies, ihAt are co if:noranf^ {hat they cannot give ot 9^ 
reasonable answer concerning the verj principles of re- 
gion, are jet so wise in their own conceit, that they 

. dare queEtion the plainest truths of GOD, jea, contra- 
dict them and cavH against them, when they can scarce 
fpeak sense, and will befieve them no furthct than 
agreeth with their foolish wisdom. 

3. And as I know ftmt GOD mnst needs be in the 
right ; so 1 know the case is so palpable and gross which 
be pleadeth againf t, that no man can have reason for 

, ft.' Is it possible that a man can hav« any recuon to 
break his master^s. kws f and reason to dishonor the 
Lord of glory ? and reason to abuse the Lord that 
bought him? la it possible that a man can have any 
good reaion to damn his own immortal 80|il ? Mark the 
Lord's questioni, Turn y«, turn ye, why uiU yt dit ? Is 
eternal death a ttikig to be desired ? Are you in love 
with hell f what reason have you v^ilfully tp perish ? If 
you think you have reason to sin, 'should you not re- 
member that death is^ the isages-qf nn, Rom. vi. 23.^ 
and think wbeth^ you have any reason to undo your^ 
selves body and sou] forever f You should nXA only ask 
whether you love the ad^er, but whether you love the 
tting ? It is snob a thing for a man to cast away his ever- 
lasting happiness, and to;sin against GOD, that no good 
reason can be given for it : but the more any one pleads 
(or it, the madder he sheweth himself to be. Had youk 
a lordship or a kingdom offered you for every' sin that 
f ou.cQmmit, it were not reaion but madness, t6 accept 
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it Could you by every sin obtaio tke bigbett thing 
on earth that desbdesiieth, it were no considerable 
Talne to per£uade you in reason to commit it. If it 
were to please your greatest or dearest friends, or to 
obey the greatest prince on earth,or to save your lives^ 
or to escape the greatest earthly misery ; all these wee 
of no consideration, to draw a man in reason to the 
committing. of one sin. If it were a r^ht hand, or a 
light eye that would hinder your salvation, it is the gain-- 
fullest way to cast it away,rather than go to bell to save it. 
For there is no saving a part, when you lose the whole. 
80 exceeding great are the matters of eternity, that 
nothing in this world deserveth once to be named iti 
conipaiison with them; nor can any earthly thing, 
though it were life, or crowns, or kingdoms^ be a rea- 
sonable excu.«e for the nf-glect ot matters of auch high 
and everia.stiug consequenpe. A man can have uo rea- 
son to cross his ultimate end, Heaven is such a thing, 
that if you lose it, nothing . can supply the want, or 
make up your loss : And hell is such a thing, that if yon 
suiSer it, nothing can remove your misery, or give you 
ease and comfort And therefore nothing can be a val- 
uable consideration to excuse you ior neglecting your 
own salvation : For saith our Savior, What shall ii profit a 
vutn towinoMthetoorld^ and lose his ownsoui? Mark 
Tiii 36. 

O Sirs, that you did but know what matters they are 

\ that we are now Speaking to you of ! The saints in hear- 

en have other kind of thoughts of these things. If the 

devil could come to th«m that live in the sight and lev« 
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of GOD,and sfaoukt offer fhem a cup of ale, of a whore^ 
or merry companj, or spoHi to entiee them awaj from 
GOD and glory : I pray you tell me, Hofr do you think 
tiiey would entertain the motion? Nay, or if he should 
offer them to be kings of the earth, do you think thif 
wenld entice them down from heaven ? O^^with what 
hatred and holy scorn would they disdain and reject 
the motion f And why should not you do bo, that have 
^heaven opened to your faith, if you had but faith to 
see it f There's never a soul in hell but knows by this 
time, that it was a mad exchaige to let go heaven for 
ieshly pleasure, and that it is not a little nurth^ or 
pleasure or worldly nches. or honor, or the go«d 
.will or word of men, that will quench hell-fire, oz 
make him a saver that losetb his sou]. O if you had* 
heard what I believe, if you had seen what I believe, 
and that on the credit of the word of GOD^ you would 
< 9ay there can be no r€as9n to warrant a man to damn 
his soul :: you durst not sleep quietly another night be- 
fore you had resolved to turn and live. 

If you see a man put his hand into Uie fire till it4>um , 
off, you will marvel at it ; but this is a thing that a man ' 
may hai^ reason for; as Bishop Cfanmer had when he 
burnt off his hand for subscribing to popery. If you 
see a man cutoff a leg or an arm, it is a sad sight ; but 
thb is a thing that a man may have good reason for i^ 
as many a man doth, to save his life. If you see a man 
give his body to be burnt to a?-hes, and to'be torrxiented 
with racks, and refuse deliverance when it is offered, 
this is an hard case to fiesh and blood. But this a maa . 
way have good reason for, as you may^e in j^e&. xk 
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93; 34, S^ 36, and aa many anfMindrtd martjR ha?s v V 
done^ But for a nan to ft>rBake the Lord that made %^ 
him,, and for a man to ran into the fire of hf^, \Aien. v' 
he is told of it, and intreated to tarn that he may be 1 ' 
saved ; this 19 a things that can have no reason in the 
world, that is recLton indeed, to justify or excuse it. 
For heaven will pay for the loss of any thing that we 
can lose to get it, or for any labor which we bestow for 
it But nothing can pay for the loss of heaven. 

I beseech you now let this word come nearer to your 
hearts. As you are convinced that you have no reason 
to destroy yourselves, so tell me what reaison have you 
to refuse to turn, and live to GOD. What reason bath 
the veriest worldhng or drunkard, or ignorant caieless 
sinner of you all, why yon shoidd not be as holy as any 
jou know, and be as careful for your soi&.as any otii- 
er ? Will not hell be as hot to you as to others ? Should 
not your own souls be ks dear to you as theirs to them ? 
Hath not GOD as much authority over you ? Why ih&a. 
will ye not become a sanctified people as well as they ? 

O Sirs, when GOD bringeth the matter down to the 
very principles of nature, hnd shews you lliat you have 
no more reason to be ungodly than you have to damn 
your own souls ; if yet you will not understand and 
turn, it seems a desperate case that you are in. 

And now either you have reason for what you do, or 
you have not: if not, will you go on against reason it- 
self? Will you do that which you have no reason for ? 
But if you think you have, produce them, and make 
the best of your matter. Reason the case a little with 
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ue ^our fellow creature, wbiohia far easier than to rea- 
son the case with GOD. Tell me^ man, here before 
the Lord, as if thou wert to die this hour. Why shouldst 
tlioa not resolve to turn this day, before thou stir from 
the place thou standest in f What reason hath thou to 
to deny, or to delay ? Hath thou* any reason that satis- 
fietb thine own conscieDce for it^ Or any that thou dar- 
est own and plead at the bar of GOD ? If thou hast, 
let JOB hear them,^ bring them forth, and make them 
good. But alas, what poor fitu£^ what nonsense instead 
of reasons, do we daily hear from ungodly men? But 
for their necessity Ishould be ashamed to name them. 

1. One saith. If none shall be saved but such con* 
verted and sanctified ones as you talk of, then heavem 
would be but empty, then GOD help a great many. 

^n#. What! it seems you think that GOD^doth not 
know, or else that he is not to be believed! Measure 
not all by yourselves ; CrOD hath thousands and mill- 
ions of his sanctified ones ; but they are Cew in compari- 
son of the world, as Christ himself hath told us. Matt, 
vii. 13. 14* iMke xii. 32. It better beseems you to 
make that use of this truth which Christ teacbeth you ; 
^^Strive to enter in at the strait gate ; for strait i^the gate 
and narrow is the way that leadetb unto life, and few 
there be that find it ; but wide is the gate and broad is 
the way that leads to destruction, and raaugj^they be 
that go in thereat,Luke xiii. 22,23, 24.-' "Fear not lit- 
tle flock, (saith Christ to his sanctified ones) for it is 
your Father^B good pleasure to give you the kingdotn* 
Luke xii, 32.'* 
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Qbjeot. 2. I am sore, if such as I go to hel), we shaQ!' 
store of companj. 

Ant, And will that be any ease or oomfort to yoa ? 
Or do you think you may. not have company enough 
io heaven l "Will you he undone for con4>aiiy f Or 
will you not believe that GOD vn\\ execute his threat- 
eniugs, because there be so many that are guilty ^ All 
these <are silly unreasonable conceits. 

Object. 3. But are not all men sinners, even the best 
ef you all ? 

Ans. But all are not unconverted sianera. The god- 
ly live not in sins ; and their very infirmities are their 
grief and burden^ which they daily long, and pray, and 
strive to be rid of. Sin hath not dominion over^them. 

Objects 4. I do not see that professors are any better 
than other men ; they will over-reach, and oppre», and 
^are as covetous as any. 

Ana. Whatever hypocrites are it is^ not so with those 
that are sanctifi^ed. God hath thousands and ten tfao^-^ 
sands that are otherwise ; though the malicious w<Hfld 
doth accuse them of what they can never prove, and 
of that whipfa never entered into their hearts. An^ 
commonly they charge -them with heart-sins, which> 
none can see but GOD ; because they can charge them 
with no such wickedness ia their lives, as they are guil- 
ty of themselves. 

Object 5. But I am no whoremonger, nor drunkard, 
nor oppressor ; and therefore why should thoacall upon 
me to be coovected ? 

Ans. As if you were not bora after the ^esh, and had . 
not lived after the iesb as well as others ! Is it liot ar 
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great a mn as any of these, for a man to htiw^ an earth- 
ly mind, and to love the world above GOD, and'to have 
an unbelieving unhumbled heart ? Nay, let nie tell you 
more, that many persons that avoid disgraceftil sins, are 
as fast glued to the world, and as much s«aveB to (he 
flesh, and as strange to GOD, and' adverse to heaven 
in their more civil course, as others are in their more 
•hameful notorious sins. 

Object. 6. But I mean no body any harm, nor do I 
any harm ; and why then should GOD condemn me i 

Ans. Is it no harm to neglect the^Lord that m^de tfaee^ 
and the work for which thou camest into the world, 
and to prefer the creature before the Creator, and to 
neglect grace that is daily offerea thee ? It is the depth 
of thy sinfulness to be insensible of it ; the dead feel 
not that they are dead. If once thou wert made alive, 
thou wouidst see more amiss in thyself, and marvel at 
thyself for making so light of it. 

Object. 7. I think you would make men mad under 
pretence of converting them ; it is enough to rack the 
brains of simple people, to muse so much on matters 
too high for them. 

Ans. Can you be madder than yon are already ? Or 
at least can tibere be a more dangerous madness, than 
to neglect your everlasting welfare, and wilfully un^o 
yourselves ? 

2. A man is never well in his wits till he be convert- 
ed : he never knows GOD, nor knows sin, nor knows 
Christ, nor knows the world, nor himself, nor what his 
business is on earth, so a» to set himself about it till 
lie be converted. The scripture ssiith, that the wicked 
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are unrettaonahk men. Theis. tir. S« aisd that the tea- 
4om of man U fooUshnei* mih GOD^ 1 Cor. i. 20. 
and Lukezv. 17 it is (aid of the prodigul, that when 
he eamc to himself^ b^ resolved to return. Is it a wise 
world, when men wil] disobey GOD, aad nin to heQ 
for fear of being pvt of thtir wits? 

3« Wbat is ther^ in tbe work that Christ calls you 
to, thut should drive a man out of his wits ? Is it the 
loving of GODy and calling upon him, and comfortable 
thinking of the glory to come, and the fon?ak- 
ing our sitif, and loving one another, and de- 
lighting ourselves in the service of GOD> Are tHesQ 
•nch things as sbosld^ make men mad ^ 

4, And whereas you say that these matters are too- 
kigh for us, you accuse GOD himself for making this 
our work, and giving us his word, and commanding ^1 
that will be blessed to mtditatt in it day and nigkf^ ' 
Are the matters Which we are made for, and which we 
live for, too high fonus io meddle with ? This is plamly 
to unman us, and to make brute* of <k, as if we were 
like them that must meddle with no higher matters tlian 
what belongs to flesh and earth. If heaven be too high 
fox you to think on and provide for it will be too high , 
ibr you ever to possess. 

■ 5. If GOD should sometJmes suffer any weakhead- 
ed persons to be distracted by thinking of eternal 
tljirig5 ; this is because they misunderstand them, a^nd i 
run without a guide ; and of the two, I had- rather be in.; ) 
the case pf such an one, than of the mad unconvertc^i'i jl 
world, that tuke their distraction to be their wIsdeBi^ ^|t| 
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Object. 8. I do/not thiak that GOD cans so miich 
xvhat men thjnk, or speak, pr do : as to make so great 
a matter of it. 

Ans, It seems then yoti take the word of GOD to 
be false, and then what will you believe ? But jour 
own reason might tedch joa better^ if you believe not 
the Scriptures : For you see GOD sets not so light by 
vs, but that he voucbsafelh to make us, and still ppeser- 
veth us, and daily upholdetb us, and provideth for us ; 
and will any wise man make a curions frame for nothing? 
Will you make or buy a clock or watch, and daily 
look to it, and not care whether it go true or false ? 
Surely if you believe not -a particular eye of Providence 
observing your hearts and lives, you cannot believe or 
except any particular Providence to observe your wants 
and troubles, to relieve you. And if GOD had so lit- 
tle cared for you as you imagine, you would never have 
- lived till now ; an hundred diseases would have striven 
which should first destroy you ; yea, the devils would 
have haunted yQU ; and fetched y 6a away alive, as the 
great fishes devoor the less, amd as ravenous birds and 
beasts devour others. You cannot think that GOD 
made man for no end or ui»e : and if he h^d made him 
for any, it was sure fpr himself. And can you think 
be cares not whether his ends be accomplished, and 
whether we do the work that we are made Cor. 

Yea, by this atheistical objection, you mak^ GOD to 
have made and upheld a22 iht world in vain* Fot what 
are all other lower creatures ibr^ but for man ? What 
4oth the earth, buibear aid nourish us? aad the beasts 
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do serfe ut with tb^ labors and Tire!, and so of tb» 
rest And hath GOD made so gloribus an habitation* 
and set man to dwell in it, and made all his servants^ 
and now doth he look for nothing at his hands ? nor 
eare how he thinks, or speaks, or lives f This is most 
unreasonable. 

Object. 9. It was a better world when men did not 
make so much ado in religion. 

Ans. It hath ever been the custom to praise the times 
past. That world that you speak of, was wont to 5ay, 
it was a better world in their fore-fathers days, and so 
did they of their fore-fathers : This is but and old cus- 
tom, because we all feel the evil of our times, but we 
see not that which was before us. 

2. Perhaps you speak as you think; worldlings think 
the world Is at the best, when it is agreeable to thei^ 
minds, and when they have most mirth and worldly 
pleasure. And I doubt not btit the devil, as well as 
you, would say^ that then it was a better world, for 
then he had more service and less disturbance. But 
the world is at the best, when GOD is most loved^ re^ 
garded and obeyed. And how else will you know 
when the world is good or bad^ but by this! > 

Object. 10. There are so many ways and religions, 
that we know not which to be of, and therefore we 
will be even as we are. 

Ans. Because there are many^, will you be of that way 
that you may be sure istwrong? None are further out 
of the way, than worldly, fleshly unconverted sinner^ ; 
f^ they do not only err fti this or that opinion, but in 
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the very scope and drift of their lives. If you were 
going a journey Ihut your life lay on, would jou stop 
or turn again, . because you met with some croM-ways, 
or because you saw some traveller? go the, horse-way, 
and some tbe foot- way, and some perhaps break over 
the hedge, yea, and some miss the way ? or would you 
not rather be the more careful tojnquire the way ? If you 
have some servants that know n»t how to do your work 
right, and some that are urifaithful; would you take it 
well at any of the rest that would therefore be idle and 
do you no service, because they see the rest so bad ? 

Object. II, I do not see that it goes any better with 
those tliat are so godly than with other men ; they are as 
poor, and in as much trouble as others. 

Ans. And perhaps in much more, when GOD sees 
it meet. They take not earthly prosperity for their 
wngcs ; they have laid up their treasures and nopes in 
another world, or else they are not Christians indeed. 
The less they havc,the more is behind, and they are con- 
tent to wait until then 

Object. 12. When you have said all that you can, I 
am resolved to hope well and trust in GOD, and do as 
well a<* I can, and not make much ado. 

Ans. 1. Is that doing as well as you can^ when yon 
will not turn to GOD, but jour heart i? against his ho- 
ly uu(\ diligent service ? It is as you will indeed, but 
that is yowr misery. 

2.' My desire is, that you should hope and tnist in 
GOO: But for what is it that >ou will hope ? Is it to 
be sared, if you turn and be sanctified ? For this you 
have GOD'S promise, and therefore hf^^ gg ij^ and 
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•pare not. . 5nt if you hope to be saved, witboM con- 
version and an holy life, this is not to hope in GOD, 
but in Satan, or yourselves ; for GOD hath given you 
no such promise^ but told you the contrary ; but it is 
Satan and self-love that made you such promises, and 
liaised yon to such hopes. 

Well, if these and such as these be all you have to 
say against conveision and an holy life, your all is noth- 
ing^ and worse than nothing : And if these, and such as 
the5>e, seem reasons sufficient to persuade you to forsake 
GOD, and cast j ourselves into hell, the Lord deliver 
you from such reasons, and from such blind understand- 
higs, and from such senseless hardened hearts. Dare 
ycu stand to aver any one of these reasons at the bar 
o( GOD ? Do you think it will then serve your turn to 
to say, Lord, I did not turn, because I had so ranch to 
do in that world, or because I. did not like the lives of 
some professors ; or because I snw men of so many 
minds. O how easily will the light •f that day shame 

such reasonings as these ? Had you the world to look 
after? Let the world which^you servecj. now -pay you 
your wages, andsave you if it can. Had you not a bet- 
ter world to look after first ? And were you not com- 
manded to *'seek firstGOD's kii^gdom and righteousness; 
and promised that other things should be added to yot, 
Malh. vi. 33." And were ye not toid, *'that godjiness 
was profitable to all things, having the promise of this 
life, - and of that which b to come, 1 Tim. iv. 8. Did 
the &ins of professors hinder you, you f-hould rather hav« 

, been the more heedful, and learned by their falls te 
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beware, and have been the more careful, and not the 
more careless. It was the Scripture and not their lives 
that was your rale. Did the many opinions of the 
world binder you ? Why, tlie Scripture, that was yoyr 
rule, did teach you but one way, and that was the righ^ 
way ; if you had followed that^ even in so much as was 
plain and easy, you should never have miscarried. 
Will not such answers as these silence sin i If these 
will not, GOD hath those that will : when he asketh 
the man. Matt, xxii. 12. Friend^ how comest thou 
hither^ not Iiaving on a wedding garment 7 That is, 
what dost th©u in my church among professed Christ- 
ians, without an holy heart and life ? What answer did 
he make ^ Why the text saith, Ht was speechltss ; he 
had nothing to say. The clearness of the case, and 
the majesty of GOD, will then easily stop the mouth 
of the most confident of you, though you will not be 
put down by any thing that we can say to you now ; 
but will make good your cause, be it never so bad. I 
know already, that never a reason that now you can 
give me, will do you any good at last, when your case . 
ttust be opened before the Lord and all the world. 

Nay, I scarce think that your own consciences are 
well satir^fied with your reasons. For if they are, it 
seems then you have not so much as a purpose to re* 
pent. But if you do purpose to repent, it seems you 
do not put much confidence in your reasons which you 
bring against it. 

What say you, unconverted sinners ? Have you any 
goQd reason to give, why you should not turn, and pres- 
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ently inrvt with all your hearts ? Or wOI jou go to helf 
ID despite of reason itself f Bethink you what you dtf 
in time, for it will shortly be too late to bethink you. 
Can you dad any fault with GOD, or his work, or war 
g€8? Is he a bad master? Is the devil whom you serve 
a better ? Or is the flesh a better f Is there any 
harm in a holy life f Is a life of worldliuess and un- 
godliness better ? Do yon think in your consciences, 
that it would do you any harm to be converted and 
live an holy life ? What harm can it do you ? Is it barm 
to you to have the Spirit of Christ Within yon ? And 
to have a cleansed puiiBed heart ? If it be bad to be 
holy, why doth GOD say, Be ye holy, for I am holy^ 
1 Pet. i. 15, 16. Lev. xx. 7. Is it evil to be like GOD ? 
Is it not said, that GOD made man in his own image ? 
Why, this holinesss is his image. This Adam lost, and 
this Christ by his word and Spirit would restore to you, 
as he doth to all that he will save. Why were yoo 
baptized into the Holy Ghost ; and why do you bap- 
tize your children into the Holy Ghost ; as your 
SanctiBer, if yon will not be sanctified by him, but think 
it an hurt to be sanctified f Tell me trAly as before the 
Lord, (hough you are loth to live an holy life, had you 
not rather die in the case of those that do f o, tlian of 
©thers ? If you were to die this day, had you not rather 
die in the case of a converted man, than of the uncon- 
verted ? Of an holy and heavenly raai>, than of a car- 
nal earthly roan f And 'twould you not say as Balaam^ 
Numb, xxiii. 10 'Let me die tlie death of the righteous^ 
and let my latt end be'Iike his ?' And Why will you not 
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now be of tbe mind that yov will be of then ? First er 
last, you muft come to this, either to be converted, cv * 
wish jou had be«D when it is too late. 

B\it what is it that you are afraid of losing if you tarn f 
Is it your friends? you wiH but change them ; GOD 
will be your friend, and Christ and the Spirit will be 
your friend, and every Christian will be your friend. 
You will get oqe friend that will stand you in more 
stead Ihan all the (Kends in the world have done. The 
Ariends you lose wotild have enticed you to hell : but 
could not have delivered you : But the friend you get 
will save you from hell, and bring you to his own eter- 
nal rest. 

Is it your pleasure that you are afraid of losing ? You 
think you shall never have a merry day again, if you 
once be converted. Alas ! that you should think it a 
greater pleasure to live ia foolish sports and merriments,^ 
and please your flesh, than to live in tbe believing 
thoughts of glory, and in the love of GOD, and in right- 
eousness and peace, and joy in the Holy Gho8t,in which 
the state of grace consisteth ; Rom. xiv. 17. If it be 
a greater pleasure to you to think of your lands and in- 
heritance, (if you were lords of all the country) than 
it is to a child to play for pins : why should it not be a 
greater joy to you to think of the kingdom of heaven 
being yours, than of all tlie riches of pleasures in the 
world I As it is but foolish childnesfi that makes children 
so delight in [toys] Ihat they would not leave them for 
all your land: so it is but foolish world liness, lleshli- 
neeS} and wickedness, that make yon so much delight 
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in your houses, and kndi, and nnea^, and drink, and 
ease, and honor, as that you would not part with them 
for the heavenly delights. But what will yoa do fc«' 
pleasure when these are gone ? Do you not think of 
that 7 When your pleasures end in horror, and go out 
with a stinking snuff, the pleasures of the saints are then 
at best I have had rayj^elf but a little taste of the 
heavenly pleasures in the forethoughts of the blessed 
approaching day, and in the present persuasions of the 
love of GOD in Christ ; but I have taken too deep a 
draught of earthly pleasures, so that you may see, if I 
be partial, it is on your side ; and yet I must pfofem 
from that little experience, that there is no comparison. 
There is roqre joy to be had in a day (if i^^ siin of 
life shine clear upon us) in the stat^ of holiness, than in 
a whole life of sinful pleasures ; " I had rather be a door 
, keeper in the house of GOD, than to dweH hi the tents 
of the wickedness, (Psal. Ixxxiv, 10.) A day in his 
courts is better than a thousand any where else, Psal. 
Ixxxiv. 10. The mirth of the wicked is like the 
laughter of a madman, that knows not his ovtrn misery ; 
and therefore Solomon saith of soch laughter, it is mad: 
and of mirlh^wfiat doth it ? Eccl. iL 2. and Eccl. vii. 
2, 3, 4, 5, 6. It is better to go to the house of mourn- 
ing, than go to the house of feasting ; for that is the end 
of all men, and the living will lay it to his heart. Sor- 
row is better than laughter ; for by the sadness of the 
countenance the heart is made bettfen The- heart gC 
the wise is in the house of mourning; but the heart oC 
fools IS in the house of mirth. It is better to hear fbp 
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rebuke of the wise, than to hear the song of fools ; for 
as the crackling of thorns under a pot, so Is ttie laus^ht- 
er of the fooi." All the pleasure, of fleshly things, ia 
but like the scratching of a man that hath the itch ; it 
is his disease that makes him desire it ; and a wise 
man had rather be without his pleasure, than be troub- 
led with the itch. Your loudest laughter is but like 
that of a man that is tickled ; be laughs when he hath 
no cause of joy. Judge as you are men, whether this 
be a wise man^ part. It is but your carnal unsanctifi- 
cd nature that makes an holy life seem grievous to 
you, and a course of sensuality seem more delightful. 
If you will but turn, the Holy Ghost will give you an- 
other nature and inclination, and then it will be more 
pleasant to yon to be rid of your sfn, than now it is to 
keep it; and you will then say, that yon knew not 
what comfortable life was till now, and that it was nev- 
er well with you, till GOD and holiness were your dc;- 
light. 

Quest. 'But how cometh it to pass, that men should 
be so unreasonable in the matter of sal vation ? They have 
wit enough hn other matters, what makes them so loth 
to be converted, that there should need so many words 
in so plain a base, and all will not do, but the' most 
"will live and die unconverted ?' 

Ans. To name them only in a few words^ the causes 
jlre these. 

1. Men are naturally in love with earth, and flesh, 
and th<jir nature hath an enmity to GOD and godliness, 
as the nature of a serpent ^ath to a man : And when 
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all that we can «aj goes a^nst an babitaa) inclinalioii 
9t tljeir natures, no marvel if it little prevail. 

2. Tbej are in darkoea^and know not the rerj thingt 
which thej bear. Like a man that wait bom blind, 
ami hears an high commendation of the light ; but 
v^bat will beariDg do, ankss he sees it? They knoff 
not wliat GOD is, nor what is the power of the cross 
oi* Christ, nor wliat t!>e itpirt of holiness is, nor what 
it is to live in lore bj faith ; thej kno^ not the cer- 
Irtintj, and sQitableoefs, and excellency of the heaven- 
ly ioheritunce. They know not what conrvrsion, and 
an holy mind and conversation is, even when they bear 
it. They are in a mi^t of ignorance. Tbey are lost 
and bewildered in sin ; like a man that hath lost him- 
•elf in the night, and knows not where he v* nor how 
to come to himself ,again, till the day-light do recover 
bim. 

3 They are wilfully confident,tbat they need no con- 
version, but some partial amendment; but that thej 
are in the way to heavdn already, and are converted 
when they are not. And if you meet a man^ that is 
quite out of his way, you may long enough call on him 
tfi turn back again ; if he will not believe you that be 
s out of the way, - 

4. Tiiey are become slaves to their flesh, and drown- 
ed in the world to make provision for it. Their losts 
and passions, and appetites have distracted- them, and 
got such an hand over them, th^t- tbey cannot tell bow 
to deny them, or how to mind any thing else, Se that 
the dnmkard saith, 4 love a cup of .good drink, and I 
cannot fiorbear it.' The glutton saith, 4 love good chett- 
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and I cannot forbear.' The forniealor saitli, 'I love (b 
h&ve my ^Hst fiiMUed, and I cannot forbear.' And the 
gamester loves to have his sports, and he cannot for* 
i}ear. So that they hte become even captivated slaves 
to their flesh, and their wilfulness is become an impo* 
tency ; and what they would not do, they say they 
«annot And the worldling is so taken up with 
earthly thnigs, that he hatli neither heart nor time 
Ibr heavenly ; bat as in Pharaoh'^s dream, Gen. xlv. 4. 
the lean kine did eat up the fat 'ones ; so this lean and 
barren earth doth eat up all the tlioughts of heaven. 
- 5. Some are so' carried away by the stream of evil 
company, that they are possessed with hard tlToughts of 
B godly li^e, by hearing them speak against it ; or at 
least they thi nk they may venture to do as they see 
tnostdo, and so they hold on their sinful ways; and 
^hen one is cut off and cast into helj, and another 
snatched away from among tbent to the same condem« 
nation, it doth not much daunt them, because they see 
not whither they are gone. Poor wretches, they hold 
©n ia their ungodliness, for all this ; for they little know - 
that their companions are now lamenting it in tormentfi. 
In LukexYU the rich man in hell would fain h^ve had 
one to warn his five-brethren, lest they should come to 
to that place of torment. It is like, he knew Iheir 
minds and lives, and knew that they were hasting thith- 
er, and little dreamed that he was there,yea. and would 
little have believed one that should have told them so. 
1 remember a passage that a gentleman yet living told 
m6 he saw upon a Bridge over the Severn.* A man 
*Mr, R9i9ky cf Skmc^burt/, xipon Acham Bridge. 
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was driyini; a dock of fat Iambi, and something meet* 
ing them, and hindering their passage, one of the lambs 
leapt upon the wall of the bridge, and his legs slipping 
from under him, he fell into the stream , the rest seeing 
him, did one after one leap over the bridge isto the 
stream, and were all, or almost all drowned : Those that 
were behind did little know what was become of them 
that were gone before, but thought they might Tenture 
to follow their companions : but as soon as ever they 
were over the wall, and falling headlong, the case was 
altered. Even so it is wiM^ unconverted carnal mem 
One dieth by them, and drops into hell, and another 
follows the same way : and yet they will go after them, 
because they think not wbitbcfr they dre gone. Oh I 
]but when death hath once opened their eyes, and they 
see what's on the other side of the wall, even in another 
world ; then what would they give to b^ were they 
were. 

6. Moreover, they have a subtle malicious enemy, 
that is unseen o( them, and plays his game in the dark : 
and it is his pnncipal business to hinder their conversion, 
and therefore to keep them where they are, by persuad- 
ing them not to believe the scriptures, or not to trouble 
their minds with these matters ; or by persuading them 
to think ill of a godly life,> or to think that it is more ado 
than needs, and that they may be saved without con- 
version, and without all this stir ; and that GOD is so 
merciful that he will not damn any such as they ; or at 
least, that they may stay a little longer, and take their 
pleasure, and follow the i^orld a little longer yet, and 
then let it go, and repedt hereafter. ^And by such de- 
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luding cheats &s these, the devil keeps the most in his 
captivity, and leadeth them to his misery. 

These, and sUch-like impediments as these, do keep 
so many thousands unconverted, when GOD hath done 
80 much, and Christ hath suffered so much, and minis- 
ters have said so much, for their conversion ; when 
their reasons are silenced, and they are not able to an- 
swer the Lord that calls after them, Cum yi^ turn yc, 
tohy wiil ye di^ t yet all comes to nothing with the 
greatest part of them ; and they leave us no more to do 
after all, but to sit down andlanent their wilful misery. 
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SJERMON IV- 



EzE». xsxiii. 11, 

Say unto them^ <w IHve^ saith the Lord GOD^ I have 
no pleasure in ike deuik of iht toitM, but that //tc 
tficked turn from his way and live. Turn ye, turn 
i/efrom your eril ways ; for why will ye die^ O Imxst^ 
of Israel ? 

I HAVE shewed you the reasonableness of GOD"'a 
commandF^ and the unreasonableness of wicked raen^s 
disobedience. If nothing will serve the turn, but. men 
will yet refuse to turn, we are next to consider who it is 
the fault of, if they be damned. And this brings me 
to the last doctrine, which is, 

Doct. 7. That if after all these men will not turn, 
]tist;ot the fault of GOD that thev are condemned^ 
but of themselves, even their own wilfulness. They 
die, because they will die ; that is, because tliey wi])l 
not turn. 

If you will go to hell, what remedy ? GOD here ac- 
quits himself of your blood i it shall not lie on him ii 
you be lost , A negligent minister may draw it upon 
him: and those that encourage, you, or binder you not 
in sin, may draw it upon them ; but be sure of it, it 
shall i\ot lie upon GOD, Saith the Lord concerning: 
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His unprofitable vineyard, Isaiah y. 2, 3, 4. 'Judge, I, 
pray you, betwixt mttand my rineyard. What could 
have been done more to my Tineyard, that I have not 
done in it V When be had planted it in a fruitful 6oil,and 
fenced it, and gathered out the stones, and planted it 
with the choicest vines ; what should he have done 
more to it? He hath made you men, and endowed yon 
with reason ; be hath furnished yon with all external 
occessaries, he hath given you a righteous perfect law. 
When you had broke it, and undone yourselves, he bad 
pity on you, and sent his Son by a miracle of condc- 
scendhig mercy to die for you, and be a sacvifice for 
your sins, and he idos in Chritt ruoneUing iht world io 
hinuelf. The Lord Jesus hath made you a deed of 
gilt of himself, and eternal life. With him, on the condi- 
tion, you will but accept it and return. He bath on 
this reasonable condition offered you the free pardon of 
all yotfr sins ; be hath written this in bis word, and 
sealed it by his Spirit, and sent it you by his ministers : 
they have made the offer to you many a time and call- 
ed yon to accept it, and to return to£rOD. l^ey have 
in his name intreated you, and reasoned the case with 
you, and answered all your frivolous objectbns. He 
hath long waited on yon, and staid your leisure, and suf- 
fered you to abuse him to his face. He hatli merciful- 
ly sustained you in the midst of your sins : be hath com- 
passed you rfSout with all sorts of mercies : he hath also 
intermixed afflictions to mhid yon of your folly, and 
call you to your wits ; and his Spirit hath been often ^ 
striving with your hearts, and saying there,' 'Turn 8l«v^i.» 
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ner, turn to him that calleth thee : Whither art thou 
going ? What art thou doinjg ? .lN>st thou know what 
will be tlie end > How long wilt thou hate thy friends ? 
aiid love thine enemies ? When wilt thou let go all 
and turn, and deliver up thyself to GOD^ and give thy 
Redeemer the possession of thy soul ? When shall it 
once be ? These pleadings have been u^ed with thee. 
And when thou hast delayed, thou hast been urged to 
make hasle, and GOD hath chilled to thee, * 'ft-day 
while it is called to-day, harden not thy heart ;' Why 
not now without any more delay? Life hath been set 
before you, the joys of heaven have been opened to 
you in the gospel ; the certainty of them have been 
manifested ; the certainty of the everlasting torments 
of the damned hath been declared to you. Unless you: 
would have had a sight of heaven and hell, what could 
you desire more ?, Christ hath been, as it were, set forth ' 
cnisified before your eyes. Gal. iii. 1. You have been 
' an hundred times told that you are but loss men till you 
come untoliim. As oft as you have beeri told of the 
evil of sin, of the vanity of sin, the world, and all the 
pleasures and wealth it can aiford, or the shortness and 
uncertainty of your lives, and the endless duration of 
the joy or torment of the life io come. All this, and 
more than this, have you been told, and told again,' 
even till you were weary of hearing it, and till you 
could make the lighter of it, because you had so often 
heard it, like the smith's dog, that is brought by cus- 
tom to sleep under the nose of the hammers, ^nd when 
the ?parks do fly about his ears ; and though* all this 
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hare not eooverted you, yet you are alive, and migbt 
have mercy to this daj/y if you had but hearts to enter- 
tain it. And noff let reason itself be judge, whether 
it he owing to GOD or you, if after all this you will be 
unconverted and be damned ? if yon die now, it m be- 
cause you will die. What should be said more to ygu ? 
or what course should be taken that is liker to prevail ? 
Are you able to say and qiiake it good. We would fain 
have been converted and become new creatures, but 
we could not ; we would fain have forsaken our sins, 
but could not ; we would have changed our company, 
and our thoughts, and our discourse, but we could not. 
"Why could not you if you would ? What hindered you 
but the wickedness of your hearts? Who ybfcerf you to 
sin ? or who did hold you back from d^ty ? Had not 
yoQ the same teaching, and time, and liberty, to be 
godly, as your godly neighbours had ? Why then could 
you not have been godly as well as they ? W^ere the 
church doors shut against you ? or did you not keep 
away yourselves ; or sit and sleep, or hear as if you did 
not hear ; Did GOD put in a»y exceptions against 
3^0M in his word, when he invited sinners to return ? 
and when he promibed mercy to those that do return ; 
Did he sny, J will pardon all that repent, except thct ? 
Did he forbid you to pray to , him any more than 
others ? You know he did' not. GOD did not drive 
you away from him, but you forsook him, and run a- 
way yourselves. And when he called you to him, you 
would not come. If GOD htJd excepted you out of 
the general promise and efler of mercy, or had raid to 
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jou, stand off, I will have nothing to do witl^i such as 
you : Pray not to me, for I will not hear you : If 
you repent never so much, ani cry for mercy never so . 
much, I will not regard you. If GOD had left you 
nothing to trust to but desperation, then you had had. 
a fair excuse. You might have said, To what end 
should I repent and turn, when it will do no good. But 
this was nod your case. You might have had Christ to 
be your Lord and Saviour, as well as others, and you 
would not ; because you felt not yourselves sick enough 
for the Physician, and because you could not spare 
your disjpase : Injrour hearts you said as those rebels, 
Luke xix. 14. We tnll not have thU mom. to reign 
over w. Christ would have gathered you under the 
wings 6/* his salvation and you would not. Matt, xxiii. 37. 
What desires of your wclCare did the Lord express in 
his holy word ? With what compassion did he stand 
over you, and say, * O that my people had hearkened 
unto me, and that they had walked in, my w^ys !^ 
Psal. Ixxxi. 13, *0 that there were such a heart in 
this people, that they would fear me, and keep all my 
oommanflments always, that it might be well with 
thera and with their children lor ever !' Deut. v. 20. ' O 
that they were wise, that they understood this ! and (bnt 
they would consider there latter end !' Deut. xxx'ri. 2':>. 
He would have been your GOD, and done all for yon 
that your souls could well desire; but you loiedtht; 
world and your flesh above him, and therefoie yoa- 
would not hearken to him, though you cornp]inien(c<i 
with him, and gave him high titles, yet when it came lo 
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Hie closing, yuu toouliliajsi. none ofhim^ Vs. IxjtJti. 11, 
12. No marvel tlien, if he gave ^ou up to your ovfn 
htsts^ and you walked in your own counsels. He con- 
descends to reason, and pleads the case with you, and 
asks yon, *What is there in me or my service, that yoM 
should be so much against me I What harm have I done 
thee, sinner.! Have I deserved this unking dealing at 
thy hand? Many mercies have I shewed thee; for 
which of them dost thoo thus desphie me ? Is it I, ori9 
it Satan that is thy enemy ? Is it I, or is it thy ^carnal 
self, that wonH undo thee ? Is it an holy life, or a life 
of sin, that thou hast cause to fly from ? if thou be un- 
done, thou procurest this to thyself, by forsakini; ine 
the Lord that would have saved,' Jer, ii. 17. ♦Doth 
not thy own wickedfaess correct thee, and thy 5in re- 
prove tiice, that thou maycst sec that it ie an evil and 
bitter thing tliat thou hast forsaken me ?' Jer, ii. 5, 6. 
He calleth out as it w6re to. the brutes, to hear the con- 
troversy he hath against yo*i, Micah ii, 3, 4, 5^ ' Hear, 
O ye mountains the Lord's controversy, and ye strong 
foundations of the earth; for the Lord hath a^contro- 
troversy with his people, and he will plead with Israel. 
O my people, what have I done unto thee, and where- 
in have I wearied tljCf? Testify against me, fori brought 
thee up out of llie land of Egypt, and redeemed thee, 
&c. Hear, O heavens,, and give ear, O earth, for the 
Lord hath spoken it. I have nourished and brought up 
chiklrcn, and they have rebelled against me. The ox 
knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's crib ; but 
Israel doth not know, my people doth not consider ! 
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All, smAil naiioD, a people laden with iaiquity, a seed 
of evil doers,' &c. Isaiah i, 2, 3, 4, 'Do ^ ou thus re- 
quite the Lord, O foolish people and ilmviee ? Is not he 
ihy father that bought thee ? Hatli he not made thee, 
and established tliee f Dtut, xxxii. 6. When he saw 
that jou forsook him even for nothing, and turned awaj 
from your Lord and life, to hunt after the chaff and 
feathers of the world, he told you of your folly, and 
called you to a more profitable employment, Isaiah 
Iv, 1, 2, 3. 'Wherefore do you spend your money for 
that which is not bread, and your labor for that which 
i?atisfieth not? Hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye. . 
that which is good, and let your soul delighi itself in 
fatness. Incline your ear, and come unto me : hear 
and your soul shall live, and I will make an everlasting 
covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David. 
Seek ye the Lord while he may be found : call ye upon 
hiin while he is near. Let the wicked forsake his ways, 
and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him re< 
turn unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon liim : 
and to our GOD, for he will abundantly pardon,' ver. 
6, 7, and so haiah i. 16, 17, 18. And when you would 
not hear, what complaints have you put him to, charg- 
ing it on you as your wilfulness and stubbornness ? Jcr. 
ii. 12, 13. Be astonished, O heavens, at this, and be 
horribly afraid^ — For my people have committed two 
evJis : tjicy have forsaken me the fountain of living 
waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, 
that can hold no water.' — Many a time hath Christ pro- 
claimed that free invitation to you,^ lUv. acxii, 17. *Let 
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iifm that is atlikst come,and whosoever wiU,let bim take 
the water cf life freely.' But you put him to complain 
after, all his ofiers : They toiU not come to me that they 
may have /t/e, John v. 40. He hath invited you to feast 
with him in the kingdom of his grace, and you have bad 
es^cuses from your grounds, and your cattle, and yoxit 
' worldly business, and when you would^not come, jrou 
have said you could not ; and provoked him to resolve 
that you should never taste of his supper., Luke xiv. 15, 
24. And who is it owing to now but yourselves ? and 
what can you say is the chief cause of your damnation, 
but your own wills ? 'You would be damned.** The 
whole case is laid open by Christ himself, Prov» i: from 
the 20th to the end, ^Wisdom crieth without, she utter- 
eth her voice in the streets, she crieth in the chief place 
of concoarse : How long, ye simple onei, will ye love 
simplicity, and the scomers delight in their scoroing, 
and fools hate knowledge? Turn ye at my reproof; 
behold I will pour out my Spirit unto you, and I will 
make known my 'words unto you* Because I have 
called and ye refused^ I have stretched out my 
hands, and no man regarded,' but ye have set 
at nought all my counsels, and would none of 
my reproofs ; I also will laugh at your calamity, I will 
mock when your fear cometh, when your fear cometh ■ 
as desolation and your destruction cometh as a wkirl« 
ivind. \Vh«u distress and anguish cometh upon jou, 
then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer ;. 
they shall seek me early^ but they shall not find. For 
that they hated knowledge, and did not chuse the 
;e&r of the Lord. They would none of my couosel ; 
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they despised all my reproof: Therefore shall they eat 
of the fruit of their own way, and be filled with tl>eir 
o^D devices. For the turning away of the simple 
shall slay them, and the prosperity of fools shall destroy 
them. But whoso hearkeneth to me shall dwell safely, 
and shall be quiet from the fear of eviL' — I* thought 
. best to recite the whole text at large to you, because 
if^doth so fully shew the cause of the destruction 
of the wicked. It is not because GOD would 
not teach them, but bcfcause they would not learn. It 
is not because GOD would riot call them, but because 
they would not turn at his repi^oof. Their wilfulness h 
their undoing. 

USE. 

From what hath been said you may (urtherlearn these 
following things. 

1. From hence you may s<»e, not only what blasphe- 
my and impiety it is, to lay the blame of men's ^struc- 
tion upon GOD ; but also how unfit these wicked 
wretches are to bring in such a chaige against their 
Maker. They cry out upon GOD, and say, He gives 
them not^grace, and his threatenings are severe, and 
GOD forbid that all should be damned tijat be not con- 
verted and sanctified : and they think it hard measure 
that a 5hort sin should have an endless suffering; and 
if they be damned they say they c&nnot help it ; when 
in the meantime they are busy about their own de- 
, stniction, even cutting the throat of their own souls^ 
una will not bepcrsuRdcd to hold (heir own hands, 
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"i faey OiinkGOD were crnel if he should damn them ; 
and yet thej are so cruel to themselves, that they irill 
run iiiio tiic fire of bell; when GOD hath told them 
it is a liltJe before them, and neither entreaties, nor , 
tlireatenings, nor any thing that can be said, wili stop 
them. We see tliem almost undone : Their careless, 
worldly, fletldy lives, do tell us that they are in the 
power of tlie devil ; wc know if Ihey die before Ihey 
are converted, all the world cannot save them ; and 
knowing the uncertainty of thteir lives, we are afiraid 
every day lest they drop into the dre. And fheiefore 
we intreat them to pity their own souls, and not to un- . 
do themselves, when mercy is at hand, and they will 
not hear ua. We intreat them to cast away tlieir sin, 
and .come to Christ witliout delay, and to have some 
mercy on themselves : hut they will have none. And 
yet they think that GOD must be cruel, if he condemn 
them. O wilful miserable sinners ! It is not GOD that 
is <;ru# to you ; it is you that are cruel to yourselves. 
Yon are told tha( you must turn or burn, and yet > on 
turn not. You are told that if you will needs keep your 
sins, you shall keep the curse of GOD with them ; and 
yet you will keep them. You aie told that there is no 
way to happirusi^ but,by>hotiness ; and yet yea will 
not be h^ly. What would you have GOD say more 
to you ? What would you liavohim to do with his raer- 
oy ? He offereth it you, aud you will not have il. You 
are in the ditch of sin and misery, and he wonid givte 
you his hand to help you out, aud you refuse his help ; 
fitt would cleanse you of your sins, and you had rallicr 
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keep them. You love your lost?, and love jour glut- 
tony, and sports, and drunkenness, and wiH not Jtft 
them ^o. Would you have him bring yoQ to heaven 
whether you will or no I Or would you have him bring 
you and your sins to heaven together f Why that's an 
impossibility ; you may as well expect he should turn 
the sun into darkness. What ! an unsanctified fleshly 
heart be in heaven! it cannot be. ^There entereth noth- 
ing that is iu)clean. Rev. xxi. 17.' *For what communi- 
cation hath light with darkness, or Christ with Belial, 
2 Cor. vi. 14. 15.' *^A11 the day long hath he stretched 
cut his bands to a disobedient and gainsaying people, 
Rom. X. 25.' What will you do now ? Will you cry 
to GOD for mercy? Why GOD calleth upon you to 
have mercy upon yourselves, and you will not* Min- 
bters see the poisoned cup in the drunkard's hand, an^ 
tell him, tJ^ere is pouon tnt/, and desire him to hare 
' mercy on his soul, and forbear, and he will not idar «s ; 
drink it he must and will ; he loves it and therefore 
though hell comes next, he saith he 'cannot help it. 
What should one say to such men as these ? We teU 
the ungodly careless worldling, it is not such a life 
that will serve the turn, or ever bring you to heaven. 
If a bear was at your back, you would mend your 
pace ; and when the curse of GOD is at your back, 
and Satan and hell at your back, will yeu not stir, but 
ask. What needs all this ado ? Is an immortal soul of 
no more worth ? O have mercy upon yourselves ! But 
Ifkey will have no mercy upon themseves, nor oupc 
regtfdusi. We tell the% the end will be bitter. Who 
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can dwell with the everlasting fire ? And yet they will 
have DO mercy on themselves. And yet will these 
poor wretches say that GOD is more merci/ul than to 
condemn them, when it is themselves that cruelly and 
unmercifnlly run upon condemnation ; and if we should 
-go to them, and intreat them, we cannot stop them. If 
we should fall down on our knees to them, we cannot 
stop them ; but to hell they will go and yet will not be- 
lieve that they are going thither. If we beg of them 
for the sake of €rOD that made them, and preserreth 
them, for the sake of Christ that died for them ; for 
the sake of their own poor^onls, to pity themselves, 
and go no further in the way to hell, but come to Christ 
while his arms are open, and enter info the state of 
life while the door stands open, and now take mercy 
while mercy may be had ; they will not be persuaded. 
If we should die for it, we cannot get them so much 
as now^and then to consider with themselves of Ibe 
matter and turn. And yet they can say, I hope OOD 
iciU he merciful. Did yon never consider what he saith, 
l8€L xxvii. 11. Hi* a people of no wtdentanding^ there- 
fore he that made them will not have mercy on them^ 
and he that formed them ttill shew them no favor ? H" 
another man will not cloath you when you are naked, 
and feed you when you are hungry, you will say he is 
uBmerciful. If he should cast you into prison, or beat 
and torment you,you would say he^ is unmerciful. And 
yet you will do a thousand times more agsiinst your- 
selves, even cast away both soul and body for ever, 
and never complain of your own nnmercifulnes?« Yea,^ 
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«nd GOB that waited upon you all the while with his 
ifteroy, mn?t be taken to be unmerciful, if he punish 
you after all this. Unless the hofy GOD of heaven 
win give these wretches leave to traftple upon his Son's 
blood, and with the Jews, as it were again to spit in his 
face, and do despite to the Spirit of grace, and make 
a jest of sin, and a mock at holiness, and set more light 
by saving mercy, than by the filth of their fieshly pleas- • 
ures, and unless after all this he' will save them by the 
mercy which they cast away, and would none of,GOD 
fa^self must be called unmerciful by them. But he 
will be justified when he judgeth, and he will not stand . 
or fan at the bar of a sinful worn^. 

I know tiiere ar6 * many particular cavils that are 
brought by.tbem against the Iiord: but I shall not here 
stay to answer them pturticularly, having done tt already 
in my TreaitH of Judgment^ to which I sbdl lefer 
them. Had the disputing part of the world been as 
careful to avoid sin and destruction, as tliey have been 
bu^y in Marching «fter the cause of them, and forward 
indirectly to impute it to GOD, they might Jiave exer- 
cised their wits more profitably, and have less wronged 
God,andi^ed better themselves. Whensougly a mnnster 
as sin is within as, and so heavy a thing as punishment 
is on U3, and so dreadful a thing as hell is before us, one 
would think it should be an easy question Who is in the 
fault, and whether GOD or man be the principal or 
culpable cause ? Some- men are such favorable judges 
of themselves, that they are proner to accuse the infi- 
nite perfection and goodaess itwif, than tiieir own hearts,^ 
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smd jmjtale their first parents that said. The ferpeol 
tenipied me, and the woman that thou'gavest me, ^i« 
unto me and I tKd eat, secretly implying that GOD was 
the cause . So say they, The understanding thou gavert 
me, was un^^ie (o discern ; the will that thou gaT^ 
me, was unable to make better choi<?e ; the objects 
^hich thou didst set before me, did entice me ; the 
temptation which thou didst permit to assauH me, pre- 
vailed agaiEst roe. And some are so loth to think that 
GOD can make a seK-deternnning creature, that they 
dare not deny hitt that which th»y take to be bis pre- 
rogative to be the determiner of the will in every sip, 
as tiie first efficient immediate physical cause. And 
many could be content to acquit GOD from so much 
causing of evil, if theyxjould but reconcile it with Ms 
being tlie chief cause of good ; as if truths would be 
DO longer truths, if we are able to see them in their pe^ 
feet order and coherence ; because our ravelled irits 
cannot see them right together nor assign each tmth 
its proper place, we presume to conclude that jome 
must be cast away. This is the fruit of proud se1f.con- 
ceitedness : when men receive not GOD's truth as a 
child his lesson, in a holy submission to the omniscience 
of our teacher, but as censurers that are too wise te 
learn. 

Object, Bif we cannot convert ourselves till GOD 
convert us : We can do nothing without his grace :'It ■' 
is not in him. that willeth, nor in him that runneth, bUt^ 
in GOD that shaweth mercy. 

Aiu. GOD hath two degrees of mercy to shev^ 
mercy of comerslon finst : and the mercy of sa 
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last : The latter he will give to none but those that uiU 
* «ad run, and bath promised it to them only. 'J'he rorm- 
cr is to siak« them willing that are unwilling : and 
though yowr own unwillingness and endeavors deserve 
not his grace ; yet your wilful refu%il deserveth that 
it should be denied to you. Your disability is your 
▼ery unwillingness itself, which exouseth not your sin, 
but vaketh it the greater. You could turn if yon werc' 
but willing ; and if your wilk themselves are so corrupt-r 
ed, tliat nothing but effectual grace will move them, 
you have the more cause to seek for that grace, and 
-yield to it, and do what you can in ih& use of means, 
and not neglect it, or set against it. Do what you are 
able 6rst, and then complain of GOD for denying you 
.^ace if you hav« caufc. 

Object But you seem to intimate all this while that 
.man hath free-will. 

Ai^, I1ie dispute about free-will is beyond your 
capacity. I shall therefpre now trojjble you with no 
jnore abont it. Y'our will is naturally a^rcc, that is, a 
6elf-determioing facultj^, but it is viciously inclined, and 
1>ackward to do good ; and therefore we see by sad ex- 
perience, that H hatli not a virtuous moral freetJom, 
But that jis the wickedness of it, which deserveth tlie 
punishment. And I pray you let us not befool ourselves 
with opinions. Let the case be your own. If you had 
nn enemy 80 malicious, that' he fulls upon you, and 
beats you every time he meets you, and takes away 
the lives of your children » will you excuse him, becausor 
be «aitb, / /icre notjTU-vdll^ it is rny nature ; I coAinat 
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iHiust^ unless GOD gives nu grace. If jovi hare a ler- 
vant tb&t robbetb you, will jou take eucb anaBswer 
. from him ? Might not every thief and murdener tbat v 
hanged at the assize, give such an answer^ / ham not 
free-wtU. ; J cannot change my own heart ; tohai can J 
do without GODU grace .? And shall they therefore be 
acquitted Mf not, why then should ^ou think to be ac- 
quitted for « course of sin agaiuet the I«ord ? .\ 

2- From hence ako you may observe tliese three 
tilings together. 1. What a subtle temper Satan is. 
2. What a deceitful t}»injj ein is, 3. What a foolisli 
creature corrupted ooan is. A subtle temper indeed, 
that c«n persuade the greatest part of the world to go 
wilfully info everlasting fire, when they have Bfi many 
waniings and dissuasives aft they have. A deceitful 
Ibitig i* sin indeed, that can bewitch so many thous- 
-auds to part with everlasting life, for a thing so bas« 
4ind utterly unwortliy I A foolish creatiu-i is man indeed, 
(hat will be cheated of his salvation for nothing, yea 
for a known nothing ; and that by an enemy, and a 
known enemy. You would think it impossible that 
any man in his wits should be persuaded for a trifle to 
cast himself into the fire, or water, or into a coal-pit, to 
the destruction of his life. And yet men will be entic* 
ed to cast themselves in hell. If yopr natural lives 
were in your own hands, that you should not die till 
you will kill yourselves, how long would most of you 
Jive ? And yet when your everlMsting life is so far in 
your own hands under GOD, that you cannot be undone 
ti|l you undo yourselves, how (cw of you will forher^r 
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your o\f n undoiDg ? Ah, what a sUJ^ iUm^ is mau i u&a 
what a bewitching and befooling tiling is sin ? 

3* From hence also you may learn, that it is no great 
wonder if wicked men be hinderers of others in (he 
way to J)ea?eD, and would have as many unconverted 
ai they can, and would draw them into sin, and keep 
them in it ! Can you expect that they sivould have any 
onercy on others, that have none upon tliemselves ? and 
that they should much' stick at the destruction of otli- 
em, that stick not to destroy themselves i They do no 
worse b/ otliers than ihey do by themselves. 

4. Lastly you may hence learn, tliat the greatest 
enemy to man is himself; and the greltest judgement 
in this Kfe that can befal him^ is to be left to himself; 
and that the great work that grace hath to do, is to 
save us from ourFelves ; and the greatest accusations 
^nd complaints of men should be against themselves ; 
and tfaa^ the greate&t work that we have to dcx ourselves, 
is to resist onrselvcs ; and the greatest enemy that we; 
should daily pray, and watch, and strive against, is our . 
ovm camar hearts andwiOs; and the greatest part of 
your work, if you would do good to others; and help 
them to heaven, is to s-avc them from themselves, even 
from thfeir own blind understa)jdiii:;.'», and corrupted 
wills, and perverse affection?, and \ ioloiit passions, and 
unruly senses ; I cD^y name all (h<"'5e for brevity sfikc, 
and leave Ihem to vour furtlurr cousidrrafion. 

WELL, Sirs, Now we have found out the great de- 
Imquent and murderer of souls, (even mctr.s selveF, 
their own wills) what rcmainy but that jou judc^c ac • 
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cording l» the e? kknee, ^id eonftiss this great imqmij 
before ike hord^ and be himtbled ibr it, and do so no 
Biore ? To Um^ (bretf eodft^distiiictljr, I sbaD add a (&w 
words more. 1. Further to convince you. 2. To 
hurable jrou. And, 3. To refoim you, if there be yet 
aajhope^ * . *-- 

1. We know 10 omch >of the exce^iDg gracious zia* 
tore ^GOD, who i» wiHiag to do good, and 4el%hteth 
to shew nercy, that we have no' reason to suspect him 
of being the enable cause of our deaths or to call him 
cruel J he made all good, and he preserveth aifd iiiain* 
taiueth all ; the eyes of all- things do wait opoQ him, 
and he gi?eth tfattoi ihek meat in due reason ; he open- 
eth ^ hand, and satiefieth the desires of all the living. 
Psal. cxiv. 15, 16. ^He is not only righteous in all his 
ways, (and therefore will dea] justly) and holy in all his 
works, (and therefore not the author of sin) but he is 
also good to all, and his tender mercies >are over all his 
works,^ Psalm cxiv. 17, 19. 

But as for man, we know his min^is dai^^ his will 
perverse, his affections carry him so headlongf that he 
13 fitted by his folly and corruption to such a work as 
tlic destroying of himself. If yon saw a lamb lie killed 
in the %vay, would you sooner suf-pcct tiie sbQcp, or the 
dog;, or wolf, to be the author o( it^ if tliey both stgEfid 
by ? Ot if you see an house broken and the people mur- 
dered, would you , sooner sti^pect a prince or judge, 
tb^ is wise and just and had no need ; or a known ; 
thief or murderer? I say therefore as James i, 13, 14^ 
15. *jLetno man say when he is tempted, that Iw ^ ' 
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tempted of €r€0, for GOB canaot be tempted with 
e^), neither teinpteth he any roan, (to draw him to mi} 
but every man is tempted when he is drawn away of 
his own lust and enticed. Then wl^en lustMiath con« 
4Ceived» it bringeth forth sin ; and sin When it is finished, 
bringeth forth d&tfa.^ You tee here^ that sin is the 
brat of your own concupiscence, and not to be father-^ 
ed on GOD : and that death is the offspring of your own 
Wk^ and the ftnit which it will yield you as soon as rip^. 
You have a treasure of evil in yourselves as a spider ^ 
hatii of poison^ from whence you are bringing forth 
fruit to yourselves, and spiuning such webs as entan- 
gle your own souis. Your nature sliews, it is you that 
are the cause. 

2. It is evident, that you are your own destroyers, 
in that you are so ready to entertain any temptation 
almost that is offered you. S;ttan is scarce readier 
to move you to any evil, than you are ready to hear, 
and to do as he would have you. If he would tempt, 
your understanding to error and prejudice, you yield. 
If be would hinder you from good resolutions, it is soon 
done. If he wculd cool any good desires or affections, 
it is soon done. If he would kindle any lust or vite 
avffections, and desires in yon, it is soon done : If he 
will put you on to evil thoughts, or deeds, you are so 
free th^t he needs not rod or spur : If he would keep 
you from holy thoughts, and words, and ways, a little 
doth it, ypu need no curb. You examine not his sug- 
gestions, nor resist them with any resolution ; nor cast^ 
ihem out at he casts them in, nor quench the tparks 
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wliicb he eodeavoiirelh to kmdle ; bot yon set m with 
hhn, and meet liim balf way, and embrace his motions^ 
;ind tempt him to tempt yon. And it in easy to catch 
jeoch greeny fish that are rangii^ for a bait, and will 
take the bare book. . ^ 

3. Your destruction i* evidently of yonrsclre?, m that 
you resist all that would help to'save you and would do 
you good,op hinder you from undoing yourselves. GOD 
would Iielp and save you by his word, and yotj resist 
It: it b too strict for you. He would sanctify you by 
his Siiirit, and you resH and ijixench it. If any man re- 
prove you for yobr sin, you fly in bis face with exil 
words ; and if he would draw yon to an holy life, and 
tcH you of your present danger, you gire' him little 
thanks, but either bid him look to himself, he shall not 
answer for you ; or else at best, you put him off wiih 
an heartless thank, and will nol turn when you are 
persuaded. If ministers would privately instruct and 
ticTp you, you fHll not dome at them ; yotir unhnmbled 
souls do feel but little need of there help. If they 
would cateclnse you, you are too old to be catechised, 
though you are not too old to be ignorant and unholy. 
Whatever they can say to you for jour good,ynu are so 
self conceited and wi:?e in your own cjep, (even iu the 
depth of ignorance) that you will regard iiuthiug that 
agrcelh not w ith your present conceits .' but contradict 
your teacher?, as ii* you were Jjviaer than Ihey ; you 
resist all that they can say to you, by your igJioraiice 
abd wilftilness, and foolish cavils and shifUng evasions, 
^sd qnthankftil rnertior»? ; so that n9 gccd that ia ; 
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pfiered can find sgDj v^otne acceptance and enUi^ 
taiument with ypu. 

4. Moreover it is apparent that jou are self-destroyerA, 
in that you draw the matter of your sin and destruction 
even from the blessed GOD hims^f. Yon like not 
the contrivance of his wisdom ; you like not his jus- 
tice, but take it for cruelty {%yon like not his holiness, 
b«t are ready Ad think he is such a one as yourselves, 
FtlamL 21, and makes as light of sin as yon i^Ymi 
like net his troth, but would have his tbreatnings, e\ert 
his peremptory tbreatnings proved false. And his 
goodness, which you seem most highly to approve, you 
partly resist, as it would lead you to repentance, and 
partly abuse, to the strengthening of your sin, as if yon 
might freely sin« because QOD is merciful, aiid be- 
cause his grace doth so much abound. * 

5. Yea, you fetch destruction from the blesstd Re* 
deemer and death from the Lord of life himself. And 
nothing more emboldeneth you in sin, than that phfist 
hath died for yon ; as if now the danger of death were 
over, and yon may Mdly venture : As if Christ 
■were become a servant to Satan and your sins, 
and must wait upon you while you are abusing him ; and 
because he is become the physician of souls, and is 
able to save to the utmost all that come to GOD by 
him ; you think he must sufibr you to refuse his help, 
and throw away his medicines, and must save yoa 
whether you will come to GOD by him or no ; so that 
a great part of your sins are occasioned by your bold 
presumption upon the death of Christy 
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Not coof i^ertng tbat be came to redeem hh peofiW 
irom thekr fies, and to sanctifjr them a pecoliar peopJe 
to himself, and to confirm them in hoUness to the im- 
age of their heavenly Father, and to thdr head, Jira//.i« 
21. Tit. Ji. 14. 1 i^/. >. U, 16. pvh iii. JiO, 1 1. PhiL 
iii. 9, 10. 

6. You also fetch yoor owja dejptmctfon fitom all the 
ptoTidences and works of GOD. Whc# yon thmk of 
his eternal foreknowledge and decrees, it is to harden 
yon in your sin, or possess your mind yvi^ quarrelling 
thoughts, as if his decrees might spare yop the laboiur of 
repentance and an holy life, or else weiie the cause of 
your sin and death. If he afflicted you, you repine ; 
if he .prosper yo»j, you the more fon^t him, an4 are the 
backwardef to the (honghis of the Ji^ to come. If 
the wicked profpf-r, you forget Ihe end that will s^ 
all reckoning strait ; and are ready to think it is as 
good to be wicked as godly. Ami thus you draw your 
deathUrom all. 

7. And the like you do from all the cra»tures and 
mercies of CrOD to you. He giveth them to you a$ 
tlie tokens of his love, and fumifure for his servfce, and 
you turn them against hira to the pleasing of your 
liesh. You eat and drink to please y<5ur appetite, and 
not for the glory of GOD, and to enable you for hi^ 
work. Your cloaths you abuse to pride. Your iiehe9 
draw your hearts from lieaven,' Phil, ^n 18.' Your 
honours and applause do pulT yon up : If you haye 
health and strength, it makes you more secure, and 
/orget your end. Yea, other men's mercies are abused 
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fcy y<m to joOr.horL If yon see thfir honours anrf 
dignity, you are proToked to envy them. Ifyousefe 
iheir riches, yon are ready to covet them. If you look 
tipon beauty, you are stirred up to lust. And it is well 
if godliness be not an eye sore Co you. 

8. The very gifts thai GOD bestoweth on you, and 
ihe ordinances of grace which he hathins tituted for his 
church, you turn to sin. If you have better parts than 
others, you grow pfbud and self-conceited : if you 
have but common gifts, ydu take them for special grace. 
You take the bear hearing of your duty for so good a 
work, as if it would excuse you for not obeying it. 
Your prayers ate so iOmcd into sin, because you re* 
gafd iniquity in your heart8,PMiim Ixvi. 18. and depart 
not from iniquity wlun youcaU on iht name of the. 
Lordly 2 Tim. ii. 19. Your pYayera are abominable 
becofust you turn away your ear from hearing the km^ 
Prov.xxviii. 9. jind are more ready to offer the sacrifice, 
offools^ (thinking you ^o GOD some special service) 
than to hear his Htford and obey it^ Eccles v. 1. 

9. Yea, the persons thai you converse itiih^ and all 
their actipns^ you make the occasiop of your sin and 
destruction. If they live in the fear of GOt>, you hate 
them : if they live ungodly, you imitate them. If the 
wicked are many, you think you may the more boldly 
follow them : if the godly be few, you are the more 
emboldened to despise tliem. If they ^alk exactly^ 

•you think they are too precise ; if one of them fall in a 
particular temptation, you stumble upon tliem, and 
turn away from holinesf, becavsc that others are im- 
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perfectly holy! as if you were warranted to break 
year necks, because some others have by their heed- 
lessness sprained a sinew, or put out a bone. If a hyp- 
ocrite discover himself, yoH say,T7icy are all alike^ and 
think yourselves as honest as the best. A professor 
can scarce slip into any miscarriage, but because he 
cuts his finger, you think you may boldly cut your 
throate, if ministers deal plainly with you. yon say 
they rail. If they sneak gently or coldly, you either 
sleep under them, or ar^ little more affected than the 
seats you sit upon. If any 'Errors creep into the 
church, some greedily entertain them, and others re- 
proach the Christian doctrine for them, which is most 
against them. And if we would draw you from an^ 
ancient rooted error, which can but plead two, or 
three, or six, or seven hundred years custom, you are 
as much offended with a motion for reformation, as if 
you were to lose yo^r lives by it, and hold fast old 
errors, whilst you cry out agaihst new ones. Scarce a 
ilifference oan arise among the ministers of the gospel, 
but you will fetch your own death from it. And you 
will not hear, or at least not obey, the unquestionable 
doctrine of any of those that jump not with your con- 
ceits. One will not hear' a minister, because he saith 
the Lord's prayer ; and another will not hear him, be- 
cause be doth not use it One wi}\ not hear them 
that are ybr episcopacy,and another will not hear them 
that are against it. And thus I might shew it you m 
many other cases, how you turn all that comes n^ar 
you to your own destruction : 50 cleaf is it that the 
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iingodly are self-tiestroyers, and lliat their perdition is 
of themselvef . , 

Mcthink» now, upon the consideralion of wliat is 
Bf^^ aiwi the review of your own ways, you should 
bethink you what you have done, and Be ashamed 
and deeply humbled to remember it. If you be not, 
I pray you con&ider these following truths. 

1. To be your own destmyers, is to sin a^ain^t the 
deepest principle in your natures, even the principle of 
gelf-prt«ervation. Every tbing naturally dcsiretb or 
]ii6}ineth to its own felicity, welfare or perfection. And 
will you fiet yourselves to your own destruction? 
When you are commanded to love your neighbours as 
yourselves, it is supposed that you natiu-aliy love your- 
selves. But if you love your neighbours no better 
tbam yourselves, it seems you would have all the world 
be damned. 

2- How extremely do you cross your own intentions 
I know you intend not your own damnation, even 
when yoa are procuring it. You think you are but 
doing good to ypurwlves, by gratify inc^ th^ desires of 
your flesh ; but alas ! it is but as a draught of gold 
water in a burning fever, or as the scratching of an 
rtching^ wildfire, which increasetfa the disease and paft. 
If indeed you will have pleasure, or pr<^fit, or honour, 
seek them where they are to be found, ^nd do not hunt 
after them in the way to hell. 

3. What a pity is it, that you should do that against 
yourselves, which none else in earth or hell can do ? If 
all the world were 'combined against you, or alltlie 
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Uevik m hell were combined against you, ihej coM 
not desf roj you without yourselves, nor make yon sin 
but by your own consent. And will yon do that 
ac^ainst yourselves, which no one elie can do ? Tou 
have hateful thoughts of the devil, because he is your 
enemy, and endeavoureth ^our destruction. And 
will you be worse than devils toyourseivfes ? Why thii^ 
it is with you, if you had hearts to understand it, wbea 
you nm into sin, and run from godliness, and refuse to 
turn at the call of GOD, you do more against yoor 
own souls, than men or devils could do besides. And 
if you should f=et yourselves, and bend your wits to do 
do yourselves tlie greatest mischief, you could not 
'devise to \io a greater. 

4 You are false to the trust that GOD hath reposed 
in you. He hath much entnisted you with your own 
salvation. And will you betray your trust ? He hath 
set you with all diligence to keep your hearts ; and is 
this the keeping of tliem ? Prov. iv. 23. 

6. You do even forbid all others to pity you when 
you will have no pity on yourselves. If you cry to 
GOD in tlie day of calamity, for mewjyv w^nry * what 
can yeu exf)ect,buttliat he should thrust you away,and 
say, J^a^f thou uouldcsl not hute mtrcy on thyself: 
Who brought this upon thee but thy own wilfulneti 1 
And if your brMhren see you everlastingly in misery, 
how sliall they pity you. that were yo«r own destroyers, 
and would not be bersuaded ? 

6. It will everlastingly make you your own tormen' 
tors in hell, to think on it^that yon bronght yourselves 
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wJliuU/ to tliat misery. O what a torturing thought it 
win be, for ever to think withyoacselves, That this wai» 
your own doii^ I That you were warned of tliis day, 
, and warned again, hut it would not do : That you wii-. 
fuUy sinned, and wilAiUy turned away from GOD ; 
That you had time as well a^ others, but you abased 
it : That you had teachers as well as others, but you 
refused then* instrttction : You bad holy examples, but 
you did not imitate them : You were offered Christ, 
■aiid grace, and glory as well as others ; but you had 
aoore mind of your fleshly pleasures. Yon had a prieo 
ID your hands, but you had not a heart to lay it out. 
Pro«. ^vii. 16. Cftn it chuse but tovment you to think 
of this your present folly ? O that your eyes were o- 
-pened to see what you have done in the wilful wrong- 
ing of your own souk>! and that you better understood Uie 
words of GOD, Prov, viii. 33, 34, 35^ 36. Hear in: 
HrucHon and be tcise^ and re/use %t not : Blessed is (he 
man thai heanth me, watching daily at mj^gaUs^ wait*, 
ing at the posts of my doors .- For whoso Jindelh me, 
findeth life, and shall obtain the favour of the Lord. 
But he that sinneth t^ainst me wrongelkhis own soul,- 
AU they that Imte me love death. 

And now I am come to the concluf ion of this work, 
my heart Is troubled to think how I shall leave you, lest 
after this the flesh should deceive you, and the world 
and the devil should keep you asleep, and I should 
leave yon as I found you, till you awake in hell. 
Though in care of your poor souls, I am afraid of this, 
M ki)owip5 the pbstuiacy of a CArasd heart ; Yet I cai^ 
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say with the prophet Jeremy icvii.lS,,,/ Ae»p not 
dtsired ike woeful day^ the Lord knowelh, I have not 
whhJamts and John desired that^rc might umv.froni 
heaven to con.Mime them that refuse Christy (X.i4&cix, 
54.) But it is the preventing of the eternal fire that I 
have been all this while endeavouring : And O that it 
had been a needless work ! That GOD and consoieivce 
might have been as willing to spare me tliis iabour, a^ 
as some of jou could have been. Dear friends J I am 
so loth you should lie in everlasting tire, ^nd be shut 
out of heaven, if it pe possible to prevent it, that I shall 
once more ask you, what do you now resolve ? Will 
you tiu-n or die ? I look upon yon as a physician upon 
his patient in a dangerous disease, that saith to him, 
Though you arefargone^ take but this me^icine^ and 
forbear hut these few thing§ thai are hurtful to yoUy 
aiid I dare warrant your life : But if you will not do 
ihit^ you arc but a dead tnan. What would you think, 
of su)ch a man, if the physician and all the friends he 
hath, cannot persuade him to take one medicine to save 
his life, or to forb,ear one or two poiiBonous things that 
would kill him ? This is your case. As far as you arc 
gone in,sin, do but now turn and come to Chrij-t and 
take his remedies, and your souls shall live. Cast up 
your deadly sins by repentance, and turn not to the 
poisonous vomit any more, and you shall do well. But 
yet, if it were your bodies that we had to deal with, 
we might partly know what to do for you ; Though 
you would not consent, you might be held or bound, 
while the meditine were poured down your throat?, 
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and hurtful (biogs might be kept from jou. But about 
yoor souls it cannot be so ; we cannot convert jou a-* 
gainst your .wills. Inhere is no carrying mad^meu to 
heaven in fetters, you may be condemned against your 
wills, becaose you have sinned with your wills ; but 
yon cannot be saved against your wills. The wisdom 
of GOD hath thought meet to lay man^s salvation or 
destruction exceeding mucli upon the choice of their 
own wills : that no man shall come to heaven, tliat 
cDuse not (he way to heaven^ and no man shall come 
to hell, but shall be forced to say, / have the thing I 
choie : my own will did bring me hither ^ Now if I 
could but get yon to be willing to he thoroughly and 
resolvedly and habitually willing^ the work were more 
than half done. And alas, must we lose our friends, 
and must they lose their GOD, their happiness,* their 
souls, for want of this ? O GOD : forbid ? It is a strange 
thing to me, that men are so inhuman and stupid in 
the greatest matters, that in le^ er things are very civil 
and courteouii, and good neighbours. For ought I 
Voow, 1 have the love of all, or almost all v^y neigh^ 
baurs, so far that if Lshould send to e*er a man in the 
town, or parish, or country, and request a reasonable 
c-ourlesy of them, they woi|Id grant it me ; and when 
I come to request of them the greatest mutter in the 
world for themselves, and not for me, I can have noth- 
ing of a\i\\\y of them but a patient hearing. I know 
not whether people tliink a man in the pulpit is in good 
sadness or not, and means as he speaks : For I think 
J have few neighbours, but if I were dtting familiarly 
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with (hem, and Ullhig them of what I had tecD or done 
or known in the world, they would tielieve me, and 
regard what I say ; Bot when I tell tbem from the 
infaDibk word of GOD, what they themselves shall see 
and know in the world to come, they shew by their 
lives that they do either not believe it, or tiot much 
regard it. If I met ever a one of them 6n the way, 
and told them,yonder is a coalpit, or there is a quick- 
sand ; or there are thieves lie in wait for you ; I could 
persuade them to turn by. But when I tell them that 
Satan lieth in wait for them, and that sin is poison to 
f hem, and that hell b not a matfcr to be jested with, 
they go on as if they did not hear me. Truly, neigh- 
bours, I am in as good earnest with you in the pulpit, as 
I am in any familiar discourse ; alid if ever you wfll 
regard me, I beseech you let it be here. I think there 
is never a man of you all, but if my own soul lay at 
your wills, you would be willuog to save it (though I 
cannot promise that you would leave your sins for it.) 
Tell me thou drunkard, art thou so cruel to me that 
speak to thee, that thou wooldst not forbear a few cups 
of drink, if thon knewest it would save my soul from 
hell ? Hadst thou rather I did bum there for ever, than 
thou shouldst Jive soberly as other men do ? If so, may 
I not say thou art an urimerclful monster, and not a 
man ? If 1 coine hungry or nalfcd to one of your door?, 
would you notpait witli more than u ctij^ of drink lo 
reh'eve me ? 1 am conlident you would ; if it were to 
save n)y life, I knovv you would (some of yoo) hazard \ 
your' own. And yet will you not be inlrented to 
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with yowr sensual pleasores fbr your omi «4lvaticn ? 
Wottldst thou forbear an hundted cups of drink, man, 
to *ave my life if it Were in thy power, ahd wilt thou 
Botdo it to save thy own fowl ? I profess to you, Sim, 
I Am as hearty a beggar with you this day for tlie saving 
of your own souI«, as I would be for my own supply, if 
I were forced to come a begging to your doors. And 
therefore if you would hear me then, hear me now. 
If you would pity me then, be intreated now to pity 
yourselves. I do again beseech you, as if it were on 
my bended knees, that you ivould barken to your Re- 
deemer, and turn that you may live. All you i that 
have lived in ignorance, and carelessness, and presump- 
tion toHhis day : A>1 you that have been drowned in 
the cares of the world and iiave no mind of GOD and 
eternal glory ; all you (hat are enslaved to your fleshly 
desires of meats and drinks, ?ports and lusts ; and' all 
you that know not the necessity of holiness, and never, 
were acquainted with the sanctifying work of the Holy 
Ghost upon your souls ; that never embraced your 
blessed Redeemer by a lively faith, and with admiring 
' and thankful apprehensions of his love, and (hat never - 
felt an higher estiniation of GOD and heaven, and an 
heartier love to them, tiian to your fleshly prosperity 
and the thiiigs belov/ ; I earntsdy beseech you, not 
only for njy ^nki:;, h>»t for the 1-or(i's sake, ami for ygur 
soul's sake, that you gd net one day lor^gtr in yo^u- 
former condition, hut loci? about you, and cry to GDD 
for convertiag grace, that you may be made new crea- 
ture?, and may escape th'^ plc-^ues Ifaut are a !ittlc befcrt 
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jou. And if ever you wil] do «ny thing <f<« me^ 
grant me this request, to tunr from jour e¥i) 
ways and li\e. Deny me «Dy thing thlit ever 
I shall ask you for myself if you will but grant me tbis« 
And if you denf me this, I care not for any thing els& 
that you would grant me. Nay, «s ever you would do 
any thing at the request of the Lord that made you 
and redeemed you, deny him not this ; for if you deny 
him this, he cares for nothing that you shall grant him. 
As ever yon would have him hear your prayers, and 
grant your requests, abd do for you at the hour of death 
and day t>f judgment, or in any of your extremities, 
deny not his request tiow in the day of your prosperity. 

hplieve it, death and judgment, and heaten and hell, 
are other matters when you come near th^m, than they 
seem to carnal eyes afar off. Then you would hear 
such ai message as I brin^ yo% with more awakened 
regarded hearts. 

Well, though I cannot hope so well of all, I will hope 
that some of you are by this time purposing to turn and 
live; and that you are ready to ask me, as the Jews 
<iid PtttTy ActsW, 57. when they were pricked in their 
hearts and said, 'Men and brethren, what shall we do ? 
How might we come to be truly ' converted ? We are 
willing, if we did but know our duty. GOD iorbiti 
that we should cbuse destruction, by re iu=Jog oonvti- 
sion as hilherto-we have done,' 

If these be the thoughts and ptirpct^Fcs of your Le-^rt*, 

1 say of you as GOD did of a ptoiiusiii^- people, DiUti 
V. 28,29. 'They have well said all thatlbigr 
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spoken ; O that there were such a heart in them that 
they wduld fear me, and keep ail my cofnn>aT3dments 
always I' Your purposes are good ; O that thei^ were 
bat an heart in yoa to perform these purposes I And 
in'hope thereof, I shall gladly give you dh-cclion what 
to do, aftd that .but briefly, that you may the easier re- 
member it for your practicls. 

DiRECTiOX I. 

IF you would be converted and saved, labour tp un^ 
derstaUd the necessity and true nature of conversion ; 
for what, and from what, and to what, dnd by what it 
is that you must turn. 

Consider in what a lamentable condition you are till 
the hour of your con version, that you may ^ee it is not 
a state to be rested in. You are under the guilt of all 
the sins that ever you committed : and under the wrath 
of GOD, and the curse of his Jaw ; you are bond- 
slaves to the devil, and daily employed in bis work) 
against the Lord, yourselves, and others : you are spir- 
itually dead and deformed, as beiD^ void of the holy 
life and nature, and image of the Lord. You are un- • 
ijt for any holy work, and .do nothing that is truly pleas- 
ing unto GOD, You are without auy promise or assur- 
ance of his protection, and live in continual d&nger of 
his justice,not knowing what hour you may be snat«hf 
ed away to hell, and most certain toH^c damned if you 
die in that condition. And nothing short of convers- 
ion can prevent it. Whatever civilitiei, or amend- 
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anenti, of \drtu«% are short of ime coBversioD^ wiU, 
i^ver procure the saving of jfoar souls. Keep the. 
true sense of this natural nusery, and so of the necessi*. 
tj of conversion on your hearts^ 

And then you n^usl understand what it is to be con- 
verted : It Is to have a new heart or disposition^ and a 
new conversation. 

Quest 1. For tohkimusf you turn? 

An9. For these tm^^ following, which you ids^ at- 
tain : 1. Tou shall immediately be made living membeps 
of Christ, and have an interest in him, and be renewed 
fifter the image of GOD, and be adorned with all his^ 
graces,, a^^ quickened with a new and heavenly life, 
and saved from the tyrranny of Satan, and the domin- 
4on oj^* sin, and be justified from ftie curse of the law, 
and, have the pardon of all the sins of your whole lives, 
and be accepted of GOD, and made his sons, and have 
liberty to call him Fatb(;r, and go to him by prayer id 
all your needs, wijlha. pr:6mise of acceptance ; you shaU 
h^ve the Holy Ghost to dwell vfk you, to sanctify and 
guide you ;• you shall have, part in the brotherhood, 
communion and prayers of the saints ; you ^hall be 
£tted for GOD's service, and he freed from the domin- 
ion of sin, and be useful and a blessingtcf^the place 
where you live, ^nd s^U have the pfbmise of this life, 
and that which is to come. You shall want i^othing 
that is truly good for you, and your necessary affictions 
yon will be enabled to. bear ; you may have some tasta 
of the communion with GOD in the Spirit ; especially 
in ^11 holy ordinances, where GOO. prepare tb % feas^ 
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^osryoii souts ; yon shad! be h^r of heaven while yon 
live on earth, and may foreiee by faith the everlastijSg 
glory, and so may live and die in |>eace ; and yon shall 
never be so low^ Wt ^onr happiness will be incompara- 
bly greater than your misery. 

How precioiis is every one of these blessings, which 
I do but briefly name, and whicb in this life you may 
receive ! 

And then, 2. At death your souls shall go to Chnst, 
and at the day of jisdgment both soul and body shall 
be justified and glorified, and enter into your master's 
joy ; where your happiness will consist in these particu- 
lars. 
^ 1. You shall be perfected yoarselves : Your mortal 
bodies shall be made immorta), and the corruptible shall 
put on incorruption ; you shall no more be hungry, ox 
thirsty, or weary, or sick ; nor sljall you need to fear 
, ehhef shame, or sorrow, or death, or hell. Your sonl^ 
^all be perfectly freed from sin, and perfectly fitted 
for ithe knowledge, and love, and praises of the Lord. 

2, Your employment shall be to behold your glorious 
Hedeemer, with all your holy felloif -citizens of heaven ; 
and to see the glory of the most blessed 'GOD, and to 
love him perfectly, and be beloved by him, and to praisf: 
him everlastingly. 

S. Your glory will contribute to the glory of thf^ 

New Jerusalem, the cily of the living GOD, which U 

more than to have a private felicity to yourselves. 

' 4. Your g?ory will contribute to the glorifying rj 

yonr Kedeemer, who will everlastiDgly be magntfir;: 
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i^\9 is more the glorifjing ofjourselves. 

S. And the Eternal Majesty, tbe living GOD, wUl be 
glorified in your glory ; both as h^ is magnified by your 
praises, and as he communicatetli of his glory and 
g09dnes5 to you, apd as he is pleased in you, and in 
tlie acconiplishment of Lis glorious work, in the glory 
of the New Jerusalem, and of his Son. 

All this the poore3t beggar of you that is cpQverted, 
shall certainly and endlessly enjoy. 

2. You see for what you mubt turn v Nc5,t you must 
understand from what 3 ou must turn : And that is, 
in a word, from your carnal self, which is the end of 
fill the unconverted. From the flesh that would be 
pleased before GOD, ahd would still be enticing you 
thereto. From the world, that is the bait ; and from 
the devil that is the angfer for souls and the deceiver. 
And so from all kucfwn and wilful sins. 

3. Next you must know to what end you must turn ; 
and that is, to GOD as your end, to Christ as the way 
to (he FctJjer ; to holihesp, as the M'ay appointed you 
by Christ ; and to the use of all th6 helps and mean^ 
efface afforded you by the Lord. 

4. Lastly, yon must know ty uhat you must turn : 
And'that'js by Christ, as the onJy redeemer and inter* 
ces!»or ; and by the Holy Ghost, as t^p sanctifier ; and 
by the word, as his instrument or means ; and by faith 
and rcpf-ntaimc, as the means and duties on your p«y| -. 
to be pciTormed, All this is of necessity. 
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DIrecfion \L If you will be converted antTsa^ed, he 
muck in secret serious couversaiion- Iq consideratencss ' 
undoes the workU Withdraw your're!\es often into 
retired secrecy, and there bethink you or the end tvhy 
you were made, of the life yoahave dved, the time you' 
have iost, the sio you have commit ted ; oJ the love, and 
suderioffs, and fulne?s of Christ; of the danger \ on are 
in ; of the nearncss of death and judgemer.t ; and of the' 
certainty and exce'Iency of the joys of heaven ; and o.f 
the certainty and terrdr of the torments of hell ; and 
eternity of both ; and of tlie necessity of conversou and 
an holy life. Steep your hearts in such considerations 
9S these. 

Direction \\\, If you will be converted and saved, 
at Lend upon the word of GOD^ which is the ordinary 
means. Read the ecriptyre, or hear it read, am! olher 
I)oly writings that do appiy it; constantly attend on 
the pnblic preaching of the word. As GOD will lighten 
the world by the sun, and not by himself alone without 
it, so will he convert and save men by his minister*; 
. wbo are the lights* of the world, ^cfs xxvi. 17, 18. Matt. 
T» 14 When he had miraculoui^ly hurnljlcd I^aul, 
he sendeth him to Jlnaniast AcU ix. 10. And wheij 
ht; hath sent an angel to Cornelius^ it is bnt to bid 1 inj 
send for Pe/cr, who must tell him what fee is to b.icve 
and do. » 

mirfction IV. Betake ynursphes fo GOD in a cfyfcse 
of earnest constant prayer^ Cr-nf^;-*? and lumeTH yf-^ur 
i',,r."Di'r lives, and b(:"-x h^s erorc to ?!iiir'tii',\t« unA r^n- 
Xert \ oil, Ut seuch him to jjardon wimt is ^ :a=t, and ip 
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f^9 f<m his Spirit, and cbange jour hearts and Bt^ 
amd lead yon in bis ways, ^d save you from tempta- 
tions. A,nd pjjr this work da£l;r% and be not weaij 
of it, 

IHnetidH V, Prumllifi give over yow known and 
nfiilfid Hnt^ Mako u j/omf , qnd go that way nofiariher. 
CBe dr«ink no ^nete, but aToid the place and occasion of 
it Cast away your lucts and sinfyl pleasures with d^ 
■ ilestationt and rail no a^ojre ^ and if yon have wrong^ 
•ny, reiCora as Zachtut did. If yon will commit agail 
7oiir old sins» what b<essin|;s. can you expect on the 
sn^ans for conversion ? 

jPtrcetttfft VL Pf c«ntl|y, if poinUe^ change your 

' ieompmy^ tfUhapeJiithierto beenjl^. Not by forsak- 
ing yonraecessary relati^ns^bnt your unneoessaiy MA 

' co«|iamoos^ and join yourselves with those that fear 

-the Lord, and enquire of theinthe way tp. heaven, Ads, 
is. 19,26. PAamxv^4. 

DuteDiion VII. Delivitr up pounek^s to the Lsri 
Jk9^s a$ thephyiicittn ofyinnrsouU^ that he may parcTon 

' 70U by bis blood) and sanc^ you by his Spirit^ b| 
liis word and ministers^ the intti^uments of the ^^^ 
He is the way, the truth, and the Jife i tber^is nq o$f^ 

" 5ng to the Father bnt by him, John siv_ 6. Mr « 
ihere any oiher naftte undtr heaven tp which youf&- 
he saved^ Acts iv. i2, Stutty llierefore hi* pef*on J 
nature, and what lie hath done and tuflered for 
and what h(i w to jon ; and what he ivlJ] be^ and I 

^e is fitted to the full supply of all your nccesHties, . 

Digitized by GoOglc ^^M 



Ib^* 



183 

Ibiretiion VHI. If jj:>u mean indeed to torn an^Ht^. 
too tt spttdily^ without delojf. If yon btnot wilting tfli 
^rn to day, you be not wilKnf to do it at aMr 8#- 
•member you are fait this wWIe in )fpvft bkHxi, ondfT 
the guUtofiDony ihoasand sins, and under GOD^« 
wrath, and you stand At the very brink of hell ; ther» 
n but^ step between you and dea6i« And this it not a 
5Jase for a man that is wellin his wHs to be quiet i«« 
tJp therefore presfiitly, stnd fly as for jFOur iiyes ; m 
jou would be goUe out Of yo<ir house, if it Mtere all Qik 
ii*e over your liead O if you ^ Iml kaow j^i con- 
tinual danger yoU live ih, and ^Mliaft dulf unspeali^^* 
loss you do sustain, ^d what a safer, sweeter lif4 y.oi« 
mi^htfive, you would not stand trifling, bu»\fM«stntly 
iurn. Multilodes misca^ thart WlfJIil]^ delaj^ vi^msk 
'^ey are convinced that it must be ddbe« Tour 
Ibves are short and uncertain ; imd whnt n <Aie »re yam 
in, if you die before you ^broughl^r turn. Tot haYtt 
strayed too long alKady, «ndwrongedt30D,t(io^]o||g 3 
Mb getteth strength aid rooting whfleyouddfty* Your 

Jonversiidn will grewnofie hard and doilb^bd.' Yon 
ave much to do, and therefore put not all oft' to tb«» 
^^1s^ lest GOD fyn^ yon, and give you up to your* 
Selves; and ^en you Bke ^mdone ibf «ver. 
' ^IkrtcHimlX, If ywLvrill t«ni and U?e, doit. unre- 
lf^rve(%, oteojii/e^ and «mityefMj^« Think not to oft-* 
' ^f ulate witb Christ, «aid devide your heart betwixt him 
'^d thew<nr]d»attdto pait With some tias^ and kfep 
"^^M^ testrj and to let |^ that which your flesh can spare. 
Tih Hbm 8dC-delttdit(| yon mutt m, h^trt ipd reM!<* 
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IVition forsake all fliat you have, or else you canoot he 
his disciples, Luke xi?. 26, 33. If you wil not t. kc 
GOD and heaven for yoor portion, antl lay all below 
at the feet of Christ, hut yon imist needs alpohave your 
good things here, and have an earthly portion, and 
GOD and glory is not enough for you ; it is in vaih t» 
dream of sajvhtion on these tetms ; for it will not be. 
Ifyou seem never so re^iglouF, if yfet it is but a carnel 
righteousbess, and the flesh's prosperity ; or plfeasure, 
or safety, be still ejrcepted in your de votiednesg to GOD 
this is as certaia a way to death, as open profaueDess, 
though it be more plausible. 

Dirtction X. If yon will turn and live,do WresO'Vedly 
and statid not stitl deliberating, as if it were a doubtful 
cast. Stand not wavering, as if yon were yet uncer- 
tain MhetherGODor (he ftefb be the bf tter niaster; or 
whether heaven or hell be the better end ; or whether sin 
or-holiness be the better way. Biit away with your 
foriiii'r hists, and pre.'*ently, habitually, fixedly resoke. 
Be not one day of one mind, and tine next of another, 
6ut be nt a pt^;int with all the utirld^ - and reWlvedly 
give up yourj^ehes and all you have to GOD. Nowr 
while you are readhig or hearing this, resolve. Before 
you sleep another iiiaKf, rr^nHts Kctbrr jcni stir frcm 
{his place, resolve. T'tlVn: S:.1,in have^ time tot^ikcycifi 
o/T resolve. You nrverluvri iTldecd ifM jou dn reifetie, 
and that with a firm unj.liaUi;i':ihkrc'£Flutitui' jShi mmh 
fir tht Directions. 

' And now I have donf^ mv r*"in in thii work, 
you may turn at the u ail ufGOD mdlive. \ 
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tvill become of it, T cannot te!l. I haye cast Ihft 
seed at GOP's command ; but it is not in my power 
to give the increase. I can go no ferther with ray 
message : I canwot bring it to your hearts, nor make it 
"work : I cannot do your parts for yon to entertain and 
consider of it : 1 cannot do GOD's part, by opcniii* 
your heart to cause you to entertain it : Nor can I 
shew you heaves or hell to your eye sight, nor give 
yon new and tender hearts. If I knew what mere to 
do for your conversion, I hope I should do it. 

But, O thou that art the gracious Father of Spirits, 
thou hast sworn thou deiightest not in the death of the 
wicked, but rather that they may turn and lire ; deny 
not thy blessing to these persuasons and directions, 
and suffer not thine enemies to triumph in thy sight : 
and the great deceiver of souls to prevail against thjr 
Son, thy Spirit, and thy Word. O pity poor uncon- 
• verted sinners, that have no hearts to pity themselves : 
Command the biind to see, and the deaf to hear, and 
the dead to live, and let not sin and death be able to 
resist thee. Awaken the secure, resolve the unre- 
solved : confirm the wavering, and let the eyes of 
sinners that read these line$, be next epoployed in 
weeping over their sins : and bring them to themselves 
and to thy Son, before their sins have brought them to 
perdition. If thou say but tht word, these poor en- 
deavours shall prosper to the winning of many a soul, 
to thehr everlasting joy, and thine everlasting glory. 
Amen. 

END OF THE CA^fc^Google 
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